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 Welcome to summer!! Someone, somewhere, 

sometime said that summer is a time to slow down and 

enjoy a slower pace – I don’t think they would say that 

if they lived today. Much continues to happen and 

slowing down is not an option in our current way of 

doing things. One positive is that a lot of exciting 

things happen when we keep leaning into life each day 

as God encourages, strengthens and guides us. 

 Many of you know that our church is part of a 

group of 7 churches in the San Diego region that have 

come together to learn some powerful lessons from 

scripture and our life lived for God. This group is part 

of a national program called Vocational Infusion 

Learning Community (VILC). We have become in-

volved in this learning community through our rela-

tionship with Flourish San Diego, a 501-c3. Now if 

this is confusing to you – imagine our effort to under-

stand. So if you are interested in knowing the particu-

lars, please speak to me or Joe Huffaker. Having said 

that, I want to tell you some of what we are doing and 

learning. 

 In brief we have been looking at the larger 

story of scripture and how it has been interpreted over 

the last several centuries. We have been looking at 

different ways of seeing this story and its implications 

for how we live out the gospel today in a way we be-

lieve more fully reflects God’s purposes and desire for 

all of creation. Following are some of the ways to see 

the Good News in a new way: 

 

 The central theme of the Gospel has been the re-

deeming of a fallen people by God’s gracious act 

in the “only Son” Jesus, the Messiah of God. In 

Paul’s way of saying it – we all died in Adam and 

we all live in Christ (fall and restoration). What 

would happen if we included the entire Biblical 

story, including chapters 1 and 2 of Genesis, going 

all the way to the end of Revelation 22. If we ex-

pand this to creation, fall, restoration and consum-

mation, we would be able to see in creation, what 

we are created for – to work in God’s garden and 

care for the creation. If we look to the consumma-

tion in Revelation, we see the coming of the King-

dom to the earth, not someplace else. Would this 

not give a little different take on work/vocation 

and our need to continue to care for the earth that 

God is restoring? 

 Given the above, are we here to have dominion 

over the earth in a way that we “use it all up before 

we go somewhere else” to be with God or is God’s 

intending we continue to work, even in a sinful 

world, in God’s garden for its restoration/

redemption? 

 What does it mean to work in God’s garden – are 

we not stewards of God’s creation, so that all the 

gifts, skills and talents we have been given are for 

the purpose of the “flourishing” and restoration of 

all creation. 

 One implication of this way of looking at our pur-

pose, our calling by God, is that all of our life is 

for the common good of our world, community 

and neighborhood. And not just on Sundays or just 

at church. The theme that continues to arise in 

Flourish San Diego and VILC is to “take our Sun-

day in to Monday” – in other words, our lives in 

service to God is to be those who live for the flour-

ishing of our community in all we do. It does not 

matter if we are an architect, a construction 

worker, a stay at home mom, a missionary, a cash-

ier, etc. All have an equal calling in service to 

God’s big story. 

 

There will be more to follow in the months to come – 

enjoy the summer and may God richly bless you. 
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NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES: 

SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS 

2 

July 5 – “Rejected!” 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13 
Have you ever been rejected? Have you ever had some of 
your foundational beliefs rejected? What happened to those beliefs – do you still hold 
them? 
 

July 12 – “Purpose Full Joy” 
Psalm 24, Ephesians 1:3-14 
The joy we find in following Jesus comes to us as we understand the gifts of Jesus and 
the call on our lives from Jesus. 
 

July 19 – “Unifying the OS” 
Ephesians 2:11-22; 53-56Mark 6:30-34 
We all know of the divisions within the world and unfortunately in the Body of Christ. 
Jesus has challenged us to bring our individual “operating systems” together. Could 
you imagine a world where Apple people and PC people not only get along but agree 
on how things should happen? 
 

July 26 – “Far More Than We Can Imagine”? 
Ephesians 3:14-21, John 6:1-21 
God wants to work in us far more than we can ask or imagine. Wow – what can you 
imagine? 

 July 3.  (Friday)  Independence Day Observance.  Office will be closed. 

 July 12. 11am-1pm. All-Church Picnic.  Faith Family Center 

 Entire Month of August.  All Choirs are on vacation  

 August  3-7. 9AM-Noon.  VBS  

 August  13, 14, 15.  Pictorial Directory Pictures will be taken  

 September 10.  All choirs resume 

 September 18, 19  Pictorial Directory Pictures will be taken  
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Dear Friends at Faith, 

We pray God’s blessing on you. 

Thank you so much for your support of us and the work of Bible translation in Mexico! You are greatly ap-

preciated! 

The Old Testament team is forging ahead. They are nearly done drafting 1 Samuel and Isaiah. So that means 

Genesis – I Samuel as well as Psalms – Isaiah! They are also working with a consultant on Numbers and 

Psalms. 

This letter I would like to focus on Gedeon. He is a young man in love with the Lord. He’s very intelligent 

and is becoming a self trained linguist as he works with Sylvia on the dictionary. He has also suffered anxi-

ety attacks which cause him physical sickness. Yesterday and today he took entrance exams to two different 

universities. Please pray for God’s leading in his life and how God would use him in his kingdom’s work. 

Pray for complete health for him. 

This past week, they worked four part days on the words nke and nkee and their meanings with various 

tones. In many cases this is like the auxiliary verb “to do or make” they can have the following meanings, 

for example: work, make tortillas, ride a horse, wear shoes, make noise, fruit hanging on trees, curse with 

the evil eye, have a headache, work the ground (in preparation for planting), amount of time taken, cough, 

sing, etc. Pray for them to finish the review of the Zapotec words soon. After that, there is still a lot of work 

to do to get the dictionary ready. 

  

     Thank you for being a part of our team, 

                                                                                Dave Riggs 



By Kathie Baldwin,  

Preschool Director 
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The 2014-15 school year has come to a 

close.  It is always sad to say good-bye to the 

families moving on to kindergarten, but we 

know they are ready for their next adventure.   

 

On the last day of school the children had a 

dance party on the playground.  There was mu-

sic and decoration to make it festive.  The chil-

dren helped create the decorations on the shade 

structure.   

 

Some children who weren’t into dancing chose 

to work at the writing set-up near the dance 

floor.  They didn’t want to be completely out of 

it.  It was a fun, energetic way to celebrate the 

end of the year. 
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Sunday School.  Photo by Cara Ann Maeda 

The school will be closed for the rest of June.  In July we will return for Summer Fun. 

 

Sonia Garcia has resigned from her teaching position at CPP to return to Southwestern College Child 

Development Center in a full-time capacity.  We wish her the very best in her new job.  The preschool 

board will be interviewing teacher candidates in July. 
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Andy Greenwood (SDSU) 

Meagan Haneke-Hopps (Cal Poly SLO with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Graphic Design) 

Korrin Goode (High School—going to UC Davis) 

Nikola Modrusan (High School—going to SDSU) 

Lukas Wagner (High School—going to UC Berkeley) 

Luka Modrusan (Elementary) 

Rory Volkert (Elementary) 

Robby Goode (Elementary) 

Rebecca Sikorski (PK).   
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Congregational Life 

Financial Report 

of Monthly Pledges 

Budgeted: $29,167 $29,167 

Actual: $32,266 $33,853 

April May 

Carolyn Emmons - July 5 

Kit Crane - July 9 

Ruth Juleen - July 19 

Summer Playgoers 
It is time to sign up for Vanguard Theater’s annual 

summer production.   

Westminster Presbyterian Church. 

3598 Talbot Street 

San Diego CA  92106 

 

Sunday August 2nd at 2 pm 

$13 for seniors, military, and students (group rate)   

 

Guys &Dolls is a musical fable set in New York City 

by Damon Runyan and made popular with Frank Si-

natra in the lead.  You may recall the familiar songs 

like “Luck be a lady tonight,”  “Sit down you’re 

rockin the boat,” and “A Bushel and a Peck”   

 

Join us for a fun time in August. 

 
From the 
Deacons    
         
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Pentecost Offering for May 2015 was  
$1,957 

Sign up after church or call Irene Elder. 
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Our indoor church picnic will be held in the 
Faith Family Center  

on July 12th, from 11-1.   
 

Sign up after church or call the church office.  
 

No cost and no need to bring anything,  
 

You just need to sign up ahead of time.  

x-apple-data-detectors://11
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People of  Faith submitted by Dick Ruppert from an e-newsletter he receives 

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR HONORED   -  
 

James E. Weir, San Diego Air & Space Museum volunteer since 1984, was recently honored by the San 

Diego County Board of Supervisors as RSVP Volunteer of the Year. The following information was sub-

mitted by the Air & Space Museum for his nomination: 

 

Some cultural institution volunteers do hard work purely out of love - love of the work, love of the patrons, 

love of the institution itself - and there’s no better example of that sort of volunteer than James Weir. Jim, 

a Navy veteran and worker with Ryan and Consolidated aircraft companies, has more than 40 years of ex-

perience in aircraft instrumentation. Jim immediately became the museum’s recognized expert for aircraft 

instruments.  Museum aircraft, whether original or reproduction, require authentic flight instruments. Jim 

has always been proud of his work in this regard and all of our museum aircraft are beautifully detailed, 

with particular attention to instrumentation. 

 

Jim Weir knows that a “traditional” museum can seem cold and boring, and he’ll have none of it. When he 

occasionally finds little to do in the basement Restoration shop, he’ll join the visitors on the museum main 

gallery floor, offering them technical information and anecdotes about the various aircraft they happen to 

be near.  

 

Jim’s genial manner and obvious subject matter expertise are always welcome and disarming, and make 

the visitor experience at the Air and Space Museum more human and genuine. 

 

Cheerful and active at nearly 95, Jim has given a lot of himself to the San Diego Air & Space Museum and 

to the community as a whole. He does it out of love - and we love him right back.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are doing a new pictorial directory this year 
with photography taking place on  

August 13,14 and 15 and September 18 and 19th 

at the church.   
 
There is no cost to have your photo included in the direc-
tory and we strongly encourage everyone to come have 
their pictures done.  
 
 
Signups will start late July for a time slot for photography.  

x-apple-data-detectors://12
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Dear wonderful Faith family! 

 

I first want to thank the congregation for the beautiful send off at the end 

of March!  I felt incredibly honored and loved by your kind words and 

warm hugs.  Thank you also for the many gifts and cards given.  All of it 

is very much appreciated and is being put to good use.   

 

As a quick update… 

I will be going on a 10 day trip to Israel from June 29-July 8th.  Yes, just 

me…Kevin and Grace are staying home.  This is with an educational tour 

group that is being led by my New Testament professor.  Also on the trip 

will be my Old Testament professor and a few classmates.  This trip is 

truly a gift and it was made possible by the many monetary gifts given by 

members of the congregation (THANK YOU!!). 

 

I finished my school year at the end of May and throughout June I have 

continued my Teaching Assistant (TA) work for Biblical Greek.  I will have a break from school and TA 

work in mid-July through August.  In the fall, I will take 2-3 classes again. 

 

I am also working on my application to become a Member in Discernment for the United Church of 

Christ denomination.  I am being sponsored by my home church of Hawaii Kai UCC and have been 

meeting with my discernment team from that congregation.  I am also starting to get involved in a local 

UCC church, La Mesa UCC.  So on the Sundays I am not at Faith, I am usually worshipping at La Mesa 

UCC. 

 

Lastly, I have been enjoying more time with the family and at home.  This has also been a season for 

Kevin to do more contract work and to travel for work, which has been exciting for him. 

 

It is great hearing of all of the wonderful things happening in and through this faith community!  Keep up 

the great work for the Lord!  Keep in touch and let us continue to pray for one another. 

 

Blessings and love, 

Cara Ann 

Will there be an All Church Christmas Dinner in 2015? 
 

For the last several years the All Church 

Christmas Dinner has been a special part 

of our Christmas Holiday Season.  The 

people who have served on the commit-

tee in past years are not able to do so this 

year.  We need a new committee.  Vol-

unteers should contact Jill Gustafson.  

Beverly Martyn will answer questions 

concerning information about what the 

committee does. 
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Held in the beautiful surroundings of the Prince of Peace 

Abbey in Oceanside, women of the church gathered for a 

time of joyful singing, reflective study, quiet times in na-

ture, good food, fun craft-time, and lots of laughter! 

 

This year’s retreat was led by 

Mary Beck, CRE, with the 

theme of walking in Jesus’ 

sandals. 
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by Joan Madler 

  

 

  If you’re spiritually alive, you’re going to 

love this! If you’re spiritually dead, you won’t want 

to read it. If you’re spiritually curious, there is still 

hope! 

A Church-goer wrote a letter to the editor of 
a newspaper and complained that it made no sense 
to go to church every Sunday. “I’ve gone for 30 
years now,” he wrote, “and in that time I have heard 
something like 3,000 sermons, but for the life of me 
I can’t remember a single one of them, so I think I’m 
wasting my time and the Pastors are wasting theirs 
by giving sermons at all.”  

This started a real controversy in the 
“Letters to the Editor” column. Much to the delight 
of the editor, it went on for weeks until someone 
wrote this clincher: “I’ve been married for 30 years 
now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 
meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the en-
tire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do 
know this... They all nourished me and gave me the 
strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not 
given me these meals, I would be physically dead 
today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for 
nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!” 

As usual I received this in an email. A great 

big THANK YOU to all my friends who regularly 

send me emails such as this. Without them I would 

have trouble writing a Reflection once a year, let 

alone once a month. 

 Hopefully I’m spiritually alive or at the least 

spiritually curious so there’s still hope. Anyway this 

one really made me smile. I’ve been going to church 

much longer than 30 years. In San Diego alone I’ve 

been going for over 40 years and still have friends 

who were members of East San Diego Presbyterian 

Church when I joined. Sorry Chris and other Pastors, 

but I’m with the church-goer who wrote to the editor 

of the newspaper.  I might remember a snippet here 

or there from a sermon — but a whole sermon? I 

don’t think so. 

 My Dad would fill in for the Minister at the 

United Church of Canada we attended in Swift Cur-

rent. He preached the sermon at Christmas time one 

year when it had become common place to spell 

Christmas with an x – Xmas.  He taught science and 

chemistry at the high school. His sermon was about 

taking the x out of Christmas because “x” designates 

the unknown in equations. For whatever reason I re-

member that and his reason for not using the “X” 

these many, many years later. 

 Chris challenges us from time to time, or per-

haps in some way most Sundays. The challenge I re-

member from a more recent sermon was to pray for 

an enemy we have.  I don’t really think I have any 

real enemies. However I definitely have one person 

that I should be praying for on a daily basis if not 

several times a day. Hard as I try to pray for her, 

more often than not the “prayer” ends up being criti-

cal thoughts instead. I am still trying though Chris!! 

So for me the sermon is not the be-all or the 

end-all of why we should go to church every Sunday. 

There are so many other reasons like: The people — 

who are my church family and kept me going to 

ESDP when the Pastor didn’t. The music — I love, 

love singing in the choir, listening to Joe on the or-

gan and Rhonda on the piano. I love singing old 

hymns I know by heart and contemporary hymns as I 

learn them. Praying together is also a good thing of 

course! We can get some “spiritual nourishment” in 

other ways such as reading the Bible, morning devo-

tions, and Bible Study. But I believe as it is written 

in the above email, “I would be spiritually dead to-

day if I didn’t attend church most every Sunday.”  

Thank God for our physical and spiritual nourish-

ment.  While church is a great place to meet our 

friends, I think it is also a great place to meet Jesus. 

(Continued ) 

(A helping of words) 

Food for Thought ! ?  
Hmmmmm... 
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 “You can always tell when Elsa is near.  

The room is different. Elsa brings animation 

wherever she goes. Even in the locker room, 

you can tell when Elsa comes.”  Another spoke, 

“She shines wherever she is.” “The air seems  

more alive and joyful with Elsa.” 

 A group of new acquaintances sat near 

the pool. Learning their circles of contacts inter-

sected, questions were asked “Do you know---?”    

“Have you met-?”  Elsa was known in many cir-

cles. “Elsa was special — even charismatic.” 

 Charismatic usually describes persons 

having magnetism or special appeal. Often these 

persons are famous performers or politicians. 

However, we know many others who touch our 

lives “making our day”. We know many are per-

sons with charisma healing hurts by word or 

touch - easing anxieties.    

 Charisma comes from the Greek word   

“charis” meaning “grace.” Charisma and charis-

matic have charis as the base. The dictionary 

offers a wide variety of definitions of charisma.  

Among these are having great charm — attractive 

traits — appeal. In the words of Paul, “gracious 

gifts” seem appropriate. God gives extraordi-

nary gifts, divinely inspired power.” 

 Jesus healed by word and touch; results 

were called miracles. Disciples watched and 

learned using the divinely inspired powers to 

heal — a miracle — God’s gift of grace — cha-

risma.   

 There are many persons, like Elsa, who 

“make our day” by personal radiance, an unex-

pected thoughtful word or act. Many of us have 

been recipients of such a ministry. We are 

blessed by persons who have served with 

thoughtful acts and words offering healing and 

comfort. People use God’s gift of “divinely in-

spired powers” to heal.   

Thank you God, for persons with charisma us-

ing “divinely inspired power” making miracles  

among us. 

Pew View  Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint 
Matthew 18:20 

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

there am I among them” 

 

These were also in the email and they also made me 

smile: 

When Satan is knocking at your door, simply say, 

“Jesus, could you get that for me......”  

IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ALL, YOU CAN-

NOT SEE GOD AT ALL!  

B. I. B. L. E.  BIBLE simply means:  Basic Instruc-

tions Before Leaving Earth!  

We recently welcomed a third of the students from 

the Cru Summer Program to our church services, as 

part of their 10-week time in San Diego. What a 

great adventure for them and for us.  

 

Cru is the continuation of Campus Crusade for 

Christ.  You can check out their wonderful program 

at New Mexico State Cru.   

http://nmsucru.org/
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I’ve learned that people will 

forget what you said, people 

will forget what you did, but 

people will never forget how 

you made them feel.  

                    –Maya Angelou  

DEADLINE FOR 

NEXT MONTH: 

July 16 

http://www.faithchurchsandiego.org

