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Pastor’s Ponderings

Faithfully, Yours in Christ,
Pastor Gary

Do not remember the former things, or
consider the things of old. I am about to do

a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not
perceive it?   Isa. 43:18-19

     Additional highlights we share this month 
are Graduate Recognition 9 July, the cool-as-a-
cucumber Indoor Summer Picnic 23 July, and the 
kickoff for our VBS on 31 July.  Rev Rosalind 
Ziccardi will be bringing the message 16 July as 
I complete week 2 of Interim Pastor training 16-
21 July at Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference 
Center in Nevada.

      In 1787, after delegates had been struggling 
for weeks to write the Constitution of the United 
States, 81-year-old Benjamin Franklin rose and 
addressed the troubled and disagreeing conven-
tion that was about to adjourn in confusion: “In 
the beginning of the contest with Britain, when 
we were sensible of danger, we had daily prayers 
in this room for Divine protection.  Our prayers, 
sir, were heard and they were graciously an-
swered.  All of us who were engaged in the strug-
gle must have observed frequent instances of a 
super-intending Providence in our favor…have 
we now forgotten this powerful Friend?  Or do 
we imagine we no longer need his assistance?  I 
have lived, sir, a long time, and the longer I live, 
the more convincing proofs I see of this truth; that 
God governs in the affairs of man.  And if a spar-
row cannot fall to the ground without his notice, 
is it probable that an empire can rise without his 
aid?  We have been assured, sir, in the sacred writ-
ings that except the Lord build the house, they la-
bor in vain that build it.  I firmly believe this.  I, 
therefore move that, henceforth, prayers implor-
ing the assistance of heaven and its blessing on 
our deliberation be held in this assembly every 
morning.”

    I love summertime!  “June gloom” weather has 
passed and the skies are clear, bright, and sunlit!  I love 
celebrating our national independence as well.  On our 
first glorious Sunday in July, we will be singing with 
praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God, praying for 
our nation, and welling up with gratitude and inspira-
tion as our choir sings so wonderfully, and we celebrate 
and reaffirm the Christian values upon which our great 
country has been founded.  Then the 4th of July carries 
a myriad of memories for us as a whole, with the pic-
nics and fireworks and flags proudly displayed.  From 
among all of the things we do to launch into July, I can’t 
think of a better way to spend an hour than to join with 
other Christians to worship God and fellowship in His 
presence.

     President Woodrow Wilson said, “A nation which 
does not remember what it was yesterday, does not know 
what it is today, nor what it is trying to do.  We are trying 
to do a futile thing if we do not know where we came 
from or what we have been about.”  For Faith Presby-
terian Church, our Mission Study Committee members 
Joe Huffaker, chair, Paula Carmack, Kathy Hays, Da-
vid Helkenn, Sharon Gehl, and Bonnie Koehler, will be 
rolling up their sleeves and digging in to capture a clear 
account of the past and gain a clear picture of the pres-
ent.  In gratitude, please pray for the Lord’s guidance as 
they serve.  Central is a faithful reliance and trust upon 
God in a constant state of prayer.    



S p r i n g 
brings out many 

critters on the playground.  
The children are watching butter-

flies come out of their chrysalises and fly 
around looking for the nectar plants in the na-

ture space.  One day some children found a lizard 
and were able to catch it with the help of a teacher.  

They enjoyed petting it to learn what a lizard feels like.  
Today a girl found a sphinx moth in the sand toys basket.  

She picked it up to show her teacher then she put it in a bug 
cage so all the children could see it when they came outside.  
Experiencing nature up close is very important for young chil-
dren as they learn to care for and respect all God’s creatures.
     In the art studio, the teachers set out pieces of palm tree 
bark with paints.  Another day there was glue and collage 
items to add to the painted bark.  It was a project that many 
children added to over the course of several days.  The end 
result reminds me of an African headdress or mask. For the 
children it isn’t about creating something in particular; it 
is about being creative with different types of materials.  

     This school year has come to an end.  Sadly that 
means saying good-bye to the children who will be 

going on to kindergarten.  It’s especially hard 
when it is the last child in the family because 

we won’t see them anymore.  Some of 
the children will be here for Sum-

mer Fun so our good-byes 
come later.

College Park Preschool

Kathie Baldwin, Director
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A huge thank you to everyone!!             With deep gratitude, Mary Beck

Reminder: Mark your Calendars 
The Deacon’s Ladies Fall Luncheon is scheduled for

Saturday, November 18, 2017. Save the date.

Barbara Reisweber 
Betsy Bestoso

Carla Euliss
Cynthia Hatfield

Dora McCann
Faith Board of Deacons

Gary Ziccardi
Helen Saylor
Janet Sansom 

Jesus Esquivel

Jill Gustafson
Judy Lafferty
Kate Cameron 
LeRoy Lafferty

Lois Gage 
Lou Castillo

Marilyn Helkenn

Any others who served
but are not named.

Nancy Flynn
Paula Carmack
Robin Craig
Rosalind Ziccardi
Ruth Morrison
Sarah Harvey
Sharon Cameron
Shoana Sikorski 
Sue Razzaia
Yeshareg Sanders

On Saturday, June 3rd, the Faith Family Center was abuzz as the ladies of the church gathered for the La-
dies Spring Luncheon hosted by Faith’s Board of Deacons. The hall was filled with non-stop conversation, 
laughter, and music, as 36 folks enjoyed their lunch and a time of fellowship. 
The highlight of the day came when Rev. Dr. Gary Ziccardi and his wife, Rev. Rosalind Ziccardi shared 
through scripture, dialogue, music, and pictures their amazing life and ministry journeys which have taken 
them around the world and back. 
A very heartfelt and special thank you, Gary and Rosalind. God has truly answered our prayers in sending 
you to guide us as we begin this new chapter in the life and ministry of Faith Presbyterian Church. Each of 
the following folks, using their gifts of time, talent, and treasure, teamed up to make the luncheon a special 
event. Without each of them none of this would have been possible:

Looky Here!
If You Don’t Think That Our Ladies Really Know How To Party
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Mission Committee Memo
By: Elder David Helkenn, Chair

   The Mission Committee of Faith Presbyterian Church is responsible for managing a 
budget of $12,500, and for overseeing the receipt of the four Special Offerings of the 
PC (USA). The following chart gives you an update of our stewardship. 
   The budget is spread over local, national, and international organizations dedi-
cated to social service, education, and the spread of the Gospel. The following table 
describes where your gifts go!

   The special offerings received so far this year, are the One Great Hour of Sharing 
($2,254.31) and the Pentecost Offering ($1,645). The Pentecost figure is preliminary. 
40% of the Pentecost offering remains for local use. The committee voted to give 
our 40% share to UPLIFT, a San Diego education and service organization. From their 
website: “UPLIFT is a Volunteer organization providing Student Services & Homeless 
Services since 1987.” You can visit: https://www.upliftsandiego.org/ to learn more. 
                                                                                              Thank you, people of Faith.

 

Organization Description
Presbytery Shared Mission $1,250 San Diego Presbyterian Missions
Theological Education $1,250 Presbyterian Seminaries Student Scholarships
Wycliffe Bible Translators $1,250 Dave & Silvia Riggs translation of the Bible into Zapatec.
Presbytery Urban Ministry $2,750 Social services (hunger, shelter, clothing, job search, and more.)
Military Outreach Ministries $2,750 Social Services to active duty E5 and below.
Discretionary $3,000 Various, such as: Easter Sunrise Service (Balboa Park) &

PUM’s Golf for Good fund raiser.
 

July 4th Church office will be closed on Independence Day
July 9th       Graduation Sunday
July 20th      Newsletter Deadline (Send your submissions to Joe Rodriguez)
July 23rd    Church Indoor Picnic  
July 31st - August 4th     Vacation Bible School   

DATES TO REMEMBER

July 2nd Render Unto Caesar   2 Chronicles. 7:11-22 & Mark 12:13-17
July 9th The War For Independence      Romans 7:15-25
July 16th      The Good Soil (Rev. Rosalind Ziccardi, preaching)           Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
July 23rd    On Good Seed, Weeds, Grace & Harvest      Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
July 30th    Life’s Greatest Treasure      Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

SERMONS FOR JULY
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Creator’s  

VBS 
WORKSHOP 

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us 
to do. 

Ephesians 2:10 

JULY 31-
AUGUST 4 

9AM-12PM 

PRE K-5TH 
GRADE 

At VBS, kids will learn: 
They are God’s Masterpiece! 

God is for them! 

God loves them! 

God is always with them! 

God made them for a purpose! 

Register online and find out more on our 
website: FaithChurchSanDiego.org 



Pew View
Julie Hudson

   There is a legend, that at the time of the
Crucifixion, the dogwood had been the size of the
oak and other forest trees.  So firm and strong
was the tree that it was chosen as the timber for
the cross.  To be used thus for such a cruel purpose
greatly distressed the tree.  And Jesus, nailed
upon it, sensed this; and in His gentle pity for all
sorrow and suffering, said to it;
   “Because of your regret and pity for My
suffering, never again shall the dogwood tree
grow large enough to be used as a cross.
Henceforth, it shall be slender and bent and
twisted and its blossoms shall be in the form of a
cross…two long and two short petals.  And in the
center of the outer edge of each petal there will be
nail prints, brown with rust and stained with red,
and in the center of the flower will be a crown of
thorns, and all who see it will remember.

Author unknown
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Brightly beams our Father’s mercy from the lighthouse, evermore
But to us He gives the keeping, of the lights along the shore....

Let the lower lights be burning, send the gleam across the waves
Some poor fainting, struggling seaman youmay rescue, you may save.

   Group of singers gathered to sing and hear the background and messages in some 
gospel songs and hymns. To some in the group, the songs were not familiar, but 
they were interested in singing after hearing the new information from the leader:
   “This song was written after a tragic episode on the Great Lakes,” the leader 
began.  “A severe storm formed across the lake bringing heavy winds and strong 
waves.  Lighthouses marked the safe passage, but one lighthouse had been dam-

   The group sang all the verses and refrains with a fresh view. The song was repeated and heard with renewed 
understanding.  The group grew quiet for a few moments; the leader urged the group to consider; “How do these 
words draw attention to God and His mercy?”  After a few comments, the group decided  “God always shines His 
light — His mercy for all of us.” 
   A member of the leader’s congregation said, “I believe God sends light all around so I can sing these words.”  
Continuing, the leader asked, “What about us? Jesus invited us to follow. Is there an invitation — even a challenge 
for each of us in this song?”  After a long pause, several responses were offered, “God needs us to keep the light lit.”   
“We can share the light with others” and, “God expects us to keep His light shining to help others”.  

   When we sing a hymn, we sing the words of course.  But as we sing it again, hear the words and listen.

…Keep the lights shining always…. May it be so…..

aged by the storm; no light shown. A heavy laden ore boat needed direction from that lighthouse for clear passage 
and expected guidance from the lighthouse. The shore was close; some lights could be seen. The ore boat crashed, but 
dim lights along the shore guided some of the sailors who were able to find the shore.”



Financial Report 05/31/17

Envelope Offering for April 2017 was  $28,461.15
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2017 is  $29,976.33 per month

We collected $1,645.00 on Pentecost Sunday, more to come I hope!

Please pay your Per Capita!

We have collected $3,780.00 thru the end of May.

2017 Per Capita Assessment is $6,775.71

Tree of Life
Cara Ann and Kevin’s new baby

Born May 29th. 8 lbs, 5oz.

Emily Maeda

July Birthdays
Ruth Juleen -19
David Pain - 31

Faith Family Life
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Here’s an opportunity to “get up off your chair”
and get going as one of the Liturgists for our Sunday 
morning worship services.  Contact Barbara
Stevenson at 619-287-2380 for more information.

SERVE AS A LITURGIST

ACOLYTE MINISTRY
Do you have a youngster or know 
of one that might be interested in 
becoming one of our Acolytes.  If so, 
contact Barbara Stevenson at 619-287-
2380 for more information

THE FLOWER MINISTRY
The are still some Sundays available for flower 
donations this year.  If you would like to donate 
flowers for one of our worship services, just write 
your name on the Flower Chart (in the Narthex) 
next to the Sunday you like and then let the office 
know.  There are many openings remaining this 
year.  The cost is $65.00 and you can certainly split 
the cost with another person if you wish.  Contact 
Sharon Cameron if you have any questions.



Becca Sikorski completed all three journeys 

as a Daisy and bridged to a Brownie.

Riley Volkert, who bridged from a cub scout to a Webelos.

Rory received the Excellence in Bio-Med 

award for the 7th Grade at STEAM Academy.

Rory is now in the Order of the Arrow

A Little Bird Brought

         These To My 

                 Attention...
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Betsy Bestoso appearing at the N
ational C

om
edy Theatre S. D

.



Thank
You
Flower!

PENTECOST SUNDAY
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Fun For The Kids
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Dear Friends,
   After living in Paris, France; Honolulu, Hawaii; and for 50 years in San Diego, I find it ironic that 
my final years will be spent in Keene, NH. Today I’m confident I made the right choice at the right 
time. That was not true during the beginning weeks. 
   Getting here on the train was great fun. After a very hectic time getting ready to move, the peace 
and quiet of my little compartment was a blessing. Also, at the first dinner meal I met some great 
male companions. Their laughter and caring made the time pass quickly. We became the odd group 
and keep in touch by email from time to time.
   Waiting for the moving company to get here with my belongings I spent two weeks at Matora’s. 
Their home is very rural and the thought of spending long days by myself with Junior their dog 
didn’t appeal to me. So I went car shopping and bought a 2010 Subaru Forrester, which is the go-to 
car here with all-wheel drive. I love it and was able to drive it in snow when there was a blizzard two 
days after I arrived.
   When I was here for Christmas I found my perfect apartment with two bedrooms, two baths, a 
walk-in closet, a nice sized dining room/living room and a lovely little patio. I could move into it 
on March 15th and I did. The apartment is also very conveniently located near the Y where I take 
Silver Sneaker Stretch classes Monday and Wednesday mornings. Gretchen the instructor stretches 
every muscle and works on balance. Somehow she also makes it fun. Matora’s schools, one in Surry 
and one in Keene, are only 15 minutes from my apartment, and their home is just 20 minutes away. 
Most everything I need to get to in Keene is about a 10 minute drive. I’m loving no freeways and am 
almost comfortable driving in a small town with round-abouts and where people actually walk in 
crosswalks.
   I’ve joined the Senior Center where I take part in the quilting group, which I totally enjoy. There 
are other activities that I will check into come fall, like a dance class.
   Fridays are my favorite days as I continue to volunteer at Surry Village Charter School. It is the 
one place I already have friends, which makes it special.
   Kyla (14) and Tori (16) have very busy schedules. Kyla is very involved in dance classes and I 
recently saw her perform in a wonderful production of the Jungle Book.  There is a different perfor-
mance this weekend where she was asked to dance with the youngest dancers as their leader. She’s 
loving it.
   I got here just in time to see Tori in a horse show where she won two first place ribbons and two 
second place ribbons. She takes horseback riding lessons year around and will soon be eligible to 
take the test to get her driver’s license.
   With both parents working and the need for a driver to get the girls to their activities, being cen-
trally located is a major bonus. Having somewhere close to fill in time between delivery and pick up 
– especially if there is a meal waiting – is helpful to all and sometimes I’m the driver when things get 
too complicated.
   As being near the family was the major plus for the move, it is working out well. I usually see them 
several times a week, often for meals here or at their home.  I said to Matora recently I’m so happy I 
made the move while I can still be helpful instead of waiting until I was the one needing help.
   Has the move been difficult with climate and culture shock? Yes!! One of the most difficult things 
to do was to go to church. I’ve been going to the United Church of Christ. To look around and recog-
nize a few folks instead of knowing everyone there still brings tears – just not as many. Last Sunday 
I decided it was where I want to attend and will join in the fall.
   That decision helped me to be at peace and content with my decision to move. Hopefully I will live 
here happily ever after while remembering:

Isaiah 41:10 Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, 
I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

   Keeping all my Faith Family Friends close to my heart and in my prayers.
                Joan Madler

A Note From Joan Madler
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA  92115

(619)582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org

Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Gary J. Ziccardi
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck

Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez

Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Sunday School Director: Emilia Modrušan

         Youth and Family: Sarah Harvey
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin

Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig

Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT

MONTH 

JULY
20

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor

jcr14@att.net

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA  92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


