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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker
I was looking for a particular book on my office shelves and came across the book, “The Presbyterian Conflict” written by Ed Rian. Many of you know
that Ed Rian was a charter member of FPC and one of
our denomination’s preeminent theologians. His history in the United Presbyterian Church, USA is well
documented. The first time I met Ed was as a professor at Princeton Seminary and the Secretary of the
seminary. I had a standing invitation to join Ed for
lunch (this was begun with Rev. Scott Mitchell long
before I arrived) at Denny’s – same table, same waitress and always pancakes with strawberries. I enjoyed
those lunches and will never forget Ed’s advice –
“Never stop reading and always know that you can be
wrong.” Great advice.
I have never forgotten Ed’s words to me. I
would encourage us all to take them to heart. There are
a few people in the church that I feed book titles to on
a fairly regular basis and sometimes promote particular books. I would like to commend one to all of you.
It is a book about John Polkinghorne, who started his
career as a physicist and was part of the team that
“discovered” quarks and other unseen bits and pieces
of what makes up our universe and how our universe
came into being. At the age of 42, John changed careers and became an Episcopal Priest. Returning to
Cambridge after many years in the parish ministry he
began teaching about the subject of the intersection of
science and religion. I commend this book to you. It
can give us words to speak and ideas to hold that will
help us as people of faith to speak with those whose
lives are given over totally to science and technology.
I am writing this in response to the Easter Season as we live out the glorious message of Jesus’ resurrection and his defeat of death on our behalf – an
invitation to live our future in light of God’s grace and
eternal love. I ran across something written by Aaron
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Smith, who was a seminary intern at FPC in the early
2000s and is now a seminary professor teaching systematic theology. Aaron has a brilliant mind and a
powerful faith. Here is what he wrote:
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is not some theological construct to convince our rational faculties of the meaning of our lives. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the evidence of love that
is so deep and so overwhelming that we cannot deny its claim on our lives. Jesus’ death
was torturous, bloody and intentional. Jesus
chose to give his life in this way in order for
us to know love and the cost of our salvation.
The Son of God, “though he was in the form
of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness. And being found in human
form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death – even death on the
cross.” (Philippians 2:6-8)
This type of claim cannot be explained solely
by science – science may be able to describe the
physiological reactions to these events, but cannot explain the why. Our faith in God speaks to a relationship that is real: a relationship that shapes who we are,
why we are and gives guidance to who we will be.
Easter was and is the defining moment in history,
when the power of love and grace transformed death,
from being the end of all things, into a transition into
the Kingdom of God.
Never stop reading and always know that you
could be wrong – learn more and have an open mind.
God will meet you and change your life.

Shalom,

Chris
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SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
April 3 – “We Are Witnesses”
Acts 5:27-32, Revelation 1:4-8
How do we respond to the story of Jesus’ resurrection? We
are two thousand years beyond the event and yet it is still a
powerful mystery and message.
April 10 – “The Divine Mystery Exposed”
Acts 9:1-6, John 21:1-19
Sometimes God’s presence is clouded out by our rigid expectations and the very gifts of God
revealed come to us in unexpected ways.
April 17 – “Living Without Fear”
Psalm 23, John 10:22-30
With all that is going on in the world there certainly is cause for anxiety. How do we live beyond the fear and face each day with confident peace.
April 24 – “New Game Plan”
Acts 11:1-18, John 13:31-35
Out with the old – in with the new: It works great with clothing, but is not so much fun when
we are asked to live differently than we are used to living.

We have committed the Golden Rule to memory, now let us commit it to life.
—Poet Edwin Markham

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:


April 9. 11am-2pm. Ladies Spring Luncheon



April 21. Deadline for the next Newsletter



April 30. 6:30pm MOM Luau Fundraiser



May 5. National Day of Prayer



May 13-15. Women’s Retreat. Prince of Peace Abby, Oceanside.



May 15. Pentecost Sunday—Remember to wear red!



May 22. Salad Lunch



May 30. Memorial Day. Office will be closed.
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Military Outreach Ministry
We are hosting this year’s luau fundraiser.

LUAU FUNDRAISER

To be held in the Faith Family Center.

Saturday, April 30
6:30pm.
Tickets are $25

Doors open at 6:00 — Dinner at 6:30

Anyone can purchase a table for 8, which would be $160.
YOU CAN INVITE FRIENDS TO COME AND SUPPORT THE AUCTIONS.
OUR HAWAIIAN THEME INCLUDES A “LUAU” DINNER,
HAWAIIAN DANCERS, A LIVE AND SILENT AUCTION.
Remember, it will not be as hot as it was last year. We will be in our air-conditioned
hall!
We need your help in making this event a success again
this year so we can continue to help our Jr. Enlisted.
We will be selling tickets after
church. If you have any questions,
see or call Carolyn Taxer.

MOM’s Easter egg hunt was a huge success. Thanks to all of you who donated
plastic eggs and wrapped candy!
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Sunday School Happenings
by Emilia Modrušan

This past month has been full of learning and creativity! The lessons were on the Lord’s
Prayer, the Golden Rule and, of course, Palm Sunday and Easter.

The children got to make tons of
fun crafts such as puzzles of the
Lord’s Prayer.

They also made bookmarks with
Matthew 7:12 so they can remember
the verse.

Here is the beautiful banner they made together for Palm Sunday .
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They participated in the Palm Sunday Service
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Youth, Family & College Ministries

by Sarah Scardino

We had two fun Family Lenten Discovery Nights this season where we learned about the Forgiveness
and Justification we receive through Christ's sacrifice, did fun crafts, and spent time together as a
faith family.

We are already planning this year’s Vacation Bible School
The theme will be:

Kids will sing, play, and get creative,
all while learning that God is with
them wherever they go! If you would
like to learn more or find out how
you can help, please contact Sarah
Scardino through the church office.
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Congregational Life
DIRECTORY CHANGE:
Marjorie Wilson
New address
Contact the church office for details

Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges
January

February

Budgeted:

$34,267

$34,267

Actual:

$34,374

$36,090

Ladies Spring Luncheon
Saturday, April 9
11am-2pm
Guest speaker: Rev. Dr. Doug Nason
The Deacons cordially invite all ladies of the church to the upcoming luncheon get-together.

To be held in the Faith Family Center. No charge/Donations welcome.
Look for the sign-up sheet on the patio after worship.
Any questions, contact Mary Beck
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How Sacred is Work?

By Anastacia Tobin

I grew up believing that I only did sacred work when it was in a church, charitable, mission, or volunteer based capacity. It had to meet these narrow and rigid characteristics of what a “good” Christian would
do. So then how was my everyday work sacred?
God has placed before me lots of work, which was outside of my desire and comfort zone, and I could
have easily refused the challenge. I worked a myriad of seemingly unrelated occupations: retail manager,
military wife, volunteer, caregiver, researcher, student, and now therapist. However, when I think back on
each of these roles I notice one thing that tied them together: they all used my gifts. God has blessed me with
compassion, a desire to help others, leadership skills, and discipline, and with each job I was able to use these
gifts to make these jobs purposeful, enjoyable, and desirable.
This got me thinking, is it really the type of work that makes our work sacred? Society labels my current job as sacred because I’m in a helping profession as a marriage and family therapist. A therapist’s goal is
to “save one life at a time,” which sounds like sacred work, right? However, I don’t think this makes a job
sacred. I could be a therapist who forgets that God is the focus in my life, trying to do this work alone without God’s help or guidance, or go to work treating it as a chore for the purpose of making a paycheck and
leave my gift of compassion at home. Does that sound like God’s work or is it just a humanly perception of
work?
Instead of focusing on the type of work or what we do with our time and energy, I believe it is more important how and why we do it. More specifically, it’s our attitude, focus, and the use of our personal gifts in
all that we do that ultimately furthers God’s Kingdom here on Earth. This doesn’t mean we are always aware
of or get to see the “fruits of our labor,” but more than likely others will notice the difference in how we do
our work when it’s done with passion, with our focus on God, and using our gifts.
In my current field, focusing on God helps me to see the strength and resilience of those suffering instead of getting lost in their problems. In fact, I’ve always found a way to make my job enjoyable because I
used my gifts and reminded myself that this was my current purpose. Therefore, if we use our gifts and passionately tackle whatever work God places before us, then our work becomes sacred and bigger than fulfilling our personal missions. This can be done from any role, be it as a volunteer, friend, community member,
businessperson, parent, and so forth. So what sacred work does God place before you that calls for your
unique gifts?

Presbyterian Women’s Conference. Saturday, April 30. 8:30am — 1:30 pm
Chula Vista Presbyterian Church
Can we trust a God who gives us different answers than we pray for? In Finding Faith in the Dark, Laurie
Short says yes, and through her story and of others, she reveals a God who is able to transform the dark chapters of our lives into opportunities of grace. There will be a time of worship, lecture, fellowship and lunch.
Tickets cost $20.00, lunch included.
Reservations must be made through Sara Deavenport from Chula Vista Pres. Get flyers in the narthex for
more information.
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May 13-15
Cost is $175
This includes 6 meals.
We will once again be meeting in the
beautiful setting of the
Prince of Peace Abby in Oceanside.
This year’s theme: “You stand on holy ground...all the time!”
Led by Mary Elva Smith
An opportunity to reflect on your journey of faith, belief and questions ...
Body, mind and soul ... nurturing your spirit for the journey you are on.
Notice ... pay attention ... wonder!
Stories to hear and to tell...a weekend of wonder.

Jill Gustafson is planning the arts
and crafts work ... we will be making
“Soul Cards” and other things that
Jill may surprise us with.
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Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)
by Joan Madler

Thanks to a DayTripper Tour to the Rolling
Hills Covenant Church for the presentation of the
Pageant of Our Lord, 14 of the biblical stories about
Jesus have taken on a whole new meaning for me. It
was an overwhelming experience of beauty in the
reproduction of the art and the music. Lent and
Easter have become an experience that touches my
heart and soul like never before.
There were 14 original Christian art pieces
reproduced on stage accompanied by the Rolling
Hills Covenant Church Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra. While viewing some of the artwork we could
identify some parts which were “living” while for
others it was very difficult to pick out the “living”
from the “non-living.” The art pieces were by artists
from all over the world. There were five paintings
and nine sculptures. Somehow the sculptures made
the scene more life-like for me and made the experience very emotional.
Accompanying each piece of art was wonderful music paired perfectly with the orchestra and the
80-voice choir. The program began with the musical
introduction “Hallelujahs to the Lamb,” by choir and
orchestra. After that there was the painting Mary Visits Elisabeth, proving nothing is impossible with
God. It was accompanied by the music “Be Born in
Me,” which included a solo and dancers. This was
followed by Walking on Water, accompanied by
“Abide with Me.” Next was Christ and the Samaritan Woman, with the music “I Love you Lord”/“O
Lord Most Holy.” One of my favorites was Come
Unto Me, a sculpture where Christ is depicted showing the quality of his character. He is a bit larger than
scale to signify his deity and wears the typical attire
of biblical days. However the children are contemporary showing that he is the God of yesterday, today
and tomorrow. As part of the narration, a young girl

is on stage and asks, “Can I tell the story in my own
words?” She is told yes, then tells the story as if she
had been there and ends by singing “Jesus Loves
Me.” It truly made the art come alive!
If you’ve been to the Pageant of the Masters
you’ve seen their version of The Last Supper. While
it is well done, picture instead the disciples and Jesus
walking onto the stage, finding their places at the table, talking to one another and then watch the surprise and despair on the faces of the disciples when
Jesus calmly announces that one of them will betray
him. That is what we saw first at the Pageant of our
Lord, then the stage went dark. When the light came
back on it was the perfect portrayal of the painting by
Leonardo da Vinci. Again the music was perfect as
the choir sang “In Remembrance of Me.”
Following intermission most of the art depicted Christ’s last days: Christ Before Pilot – The
Descent from the Cross, accompanied by the “Theme
from Schindler’s List” – Pieta, which depicts a sorrowful Mary cradling her son, Jesus, after he died on
the cross. The music was “When I Survey.” The program ended with the painting of The Resurrection of
Christ with the music “On Eagles Wings.”
During the presentation of these art works the
narration was also powerful as it spoke of the agony
of Jesus at being betrayed by one of his disciples and
a good friend. The narrator made it even more real
by asking us if we had ever been betrayed by a loved
one or friend. The narration before the Pieta made
me try to put myself in Mary’s place – holding my
son who was no longer alive. Yes, there were tears.
In a devotional booklet I picked up it says
about The Descent from the Cross – All world religions strive to earn salvation by being “good enough.”
But Christianity is the only religion where salvation
is “on the house.” It is a free gift to be received.
(Continued next page)
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And finally, ending with the overwhelming joy of The Resurrection. Carl Heinrich
Bloch, the Danish painter, is recognized by
some as perhaps the greatest artist ever to interpret the life and death of Christ. The historical
fact of the resurrection is the very basis for the
truth of Christianity. In the painting Jesus is
risen from the grave and there are two angels at
his feet.

Matthew 28: 5-7
An angel was sitting on the stone and said to
the women, “Do not be afraid. I know that you
seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here.
He is risen, just as he said. Quickly now, go tell
his disciples.”
The perfect ending for the pageant was the
magnificent Hallelujah Chorus.

Pew View

Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint

A Dedicated Developer interested in construction, searched for a likely person to plan for a new
project. Dedicated Developer (DD) approached a person having some time, training and interest in growth
and development. After some casual talk, the listener
showed interest. The DD generalized on the project,
but the specifics were vague. Discussion followed,
then details were described and the idea became a
solid project. Arrangements were made; the Planner
would locate some possible sites for such a project,
then bring the details for further discussion.
The Planner looked at many places and some opportunities near the locations, then met with DD. The
Planner described three places, saving the favored one
to the last. There were pictures of the site and a description of the possibilities for further building activities. The DD was very pleased and supported the plan
for building at the site, then asked the Planner to take
charge. Questions about costs and payments were answered as DD promised the use of some resources to
cover all expenses, but urged frequent reports and
notes of progress. Feeling assured, the Planner became
Manager (PM) and worked with enthusiasm.
The entire site became busy with architect, contractor, landscape designers who marked roads and
pathways; the project took shape. PM continued to
send invoices, photos and reports, but the meetings
with DD grew fewer and shorter.
One day, a contractor approached the PM. “You
are in charge here, make things happen — payments
for all of us. For an installation, we might buy less expensive parts to save money. Billing would be the
same as well as the looks and operation the same and
probably last nearly as long.” He continued, “There
would be a bit in it for all of us. Do you get my meaning?” The PM replied, “That is a plan for thought.”
The PM was pleased at the conclusion of the project and arranged a final meeting with DD. The last
photos and keys were taken to the meeting. These,
with the deed for the property, were returned to the
PM saying, “All this belongs to you. You made the
decisions for all this construction. You selected the
project from the beginning, the location, structure and
arrangements. What you built is your life and your
living .”
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck, CRE
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Accompanist: Rhonda Fleming
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Youth and Family: Sarah Scardino and
Emilia Modrušan
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Flower Harvey

Nothing is too great and
nothing is too small to commit
into the hands of the Lord.
— A. W. Pink

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH:
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