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 The other day I was skimming a book writ-
ten by Alan Kreider, entitled The Patient Ferment of 
the Early Church: The Improbable Rise of Christi-
anity in the Roman Empire. I was looking at the 
book because of conversations I have been having 
about church growth and the shrinking of the 
PCUSA. Our particular brand of church has been 
diminishing since the mid-60’s and continues to 
contract. One of the central themes of the book has 
to do with the word “patience” that is included in 
the title. I also read an article in a magazine called 
“Homiletics,” written by one of their senior writers 
– Bob Kaylor. His article referenced Kreider’s book 
and made some interesting observations. 
 One observation is that people in general and 
pastors in particular are not very patient. I have to 
admit that I am not graced with patience. Somehow 
I always get in the longest, slowest line – be it at a 
grocery store or on the I-5 freeway heading north. It 
reinforces the reality that there are a whole lot of 
things I can’t control and neither can anyone else. In 
a culture that is enamored with speed and efficiency, 
we don’t like to wait for anything – whether it is our 
doctor or our steak – we don’t want to waste our 
time waiting. Within the church, we are always 
looking for the next strategy to “grow” the church 
and discover that we have no quick fixes to growing 
the church – FPC knows this – we have joined other 
churches in our Presbytery and community to be 
part of the Healthy Congregations Project, Project 
6:15, Allelon: Mission Shaped Church, The Mis-
sional Church Movement and now Flourish San 
Diego. It wasn’t until we became part of the Flour-
ish San Diego that someone used the word patience. 
They advise that this is a marathon, not a sprint. If 

we look at the history of the early church it may 
seem like a sprint, but the Biblical Story is not one 
of speed and efficiency – it is a story of relationship 
built over time. No one can force a relationship to 
happen quickly – a good relationship takes time and 
presence. Stated in a simplistic way, Jesus spent 
three years, 24/7 with a small group and they still 
didn’t understand and become who Jesus wanted 
until many years had passed and they faced life and 
ministry faithfully together and at times apart. 
 Another observation is that “patience” is a 
gift from God that everyone receives. We may not 
want it, but it is always there. The pressure to grow, 
to succeed, to become more is constant, not just in 
the secular world, but often more so in the church. I 
like the words patient ferment in the title of the 
book. Fermentation takes time and you can’t rush it 
– though many distillers try. How long does it take 
to “form people who would be so obedient to Christ 
and so reflective of his character that they would be 
attractive to their neighbors”? Patience is needed in 
our relationship with God and each other, in order to 
give the time necessary for our fermentation into a 
life of service to God. In the early church it “wasn’t 
about counting the number of people in the church 
as much as it was counting how much Christ had 
gotten into the church’s people.” 
 How much of Christ has gotten into us? How 
would we know? How long should we take to make 
sure that Christ has gotten into us? Are we ever at a 
point where we have enough of Christ in us? Do we 
have the patience to let God work in us to become 
who God desires us to become? Do we enter all re-
lationships knowing that God is patiently working in 
us and in those we encounter? Can we let God work 
or are we too impatient? 

 

SEPTEMBER 2016                                              Volume XXII Number  9 



NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES: 

SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS 

2 

September 4 – “Belonging To Others” 
Philemon 1:1-21, Luke 14:25-33 When we finally figure out we belong to God, then our   
belonging to others is transformed. 
 

September 11 – “God Is ‘All In’” 
I Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-10 Dealing with human sinfulness takes more than a halfhearted effort – it takes everything. 
 

September 18 – “Praying for the Politicians” 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1, 1 Timothy 2:1-7 There were political problems back in the day, so why are we so surprised there are problems 
today? What should Christians do about it? 
 

September 25 – “Investing in a Promise” 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15, Luke 16:19-31 Can we talk too much about money? Scripture talks about money and possessions and wealth 
all the time. Why are we uncomfortable about that conversation? 

 September 2. 6pm.  Family Bonfire.  De Anza Cove on Mission Bay  
 September 5.  Labor Day.  Office is closed  
 September 8.  Choirs resume 
 September 9.  8pm.  Hot Dog Stand  
 September 26.  10th Annual Golf-4-Good Tournament  
 October 2.  World Communion Sunday  
 October 7-9.  Campout  
 November 6.  Daylight Savings Time ends  
 November 8.  Election Day 
 November 11.  Veterans Day.  Office is closed 
 November 24-25.  Thanksgiving holiday.  Office is closed. 
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By Joe Huffaker 
 

Jesus reminds us that “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God.” (Matthew 5:9)  

Peacemaking is our calling as Christians, today as in every age.  And the way we make 
peace, especially in a violent and conflict-ridden world, is not by eliminating all conflicts but by 
learning to address them through peaceful means; namely, through dialogue, education, and 
knowledge.  

Peacemaking is a central declaration of the gospel. Through Jesus Christ, God restores our 
relationship and grants us the gift of grace. We experience God’s grace as peace. God’s peace 
restores, sustains, and heals. In response to this good news, Christians go into the world to pro-
claim and become part of God’s peace-giving as peacemakers. 

We will collect the Peace and Global Witness Offering, one of four annual denomina-
tion-wide offerings, on World Communion Sunday, Oct 2.   

Of the collection, we will keep 25% for use within the community for peacemaking.  Another 
25% will be used by the Presbytery and Synod, and the General Assembly will use the remaining 
50.  In the coming weeks, you’ll see more information in the bulletin about this important offering. 

From Joan Madler: 
In a letter from Jim Simonton I received today he says, “I very much enjoyed seeing my name in the FPC 
newsletter but please, please in one of your next articles express to the folks there how truly grateful I am 
for their generosity. I’m so blessed to have found such loving people. It amazes me every time I think about 
it, how such a small church can give with such big hearts.” 

Cancelled Stamps  
Labels for Education 

Box Tops for Education 
Presbyterian Women continue to collect cancelled stamps, Labels for Education, and 
Box Tops for Education.  They’re important fund raisers for two missions in Mexico 
and the Menaul School in Albuquerque.  All of these organizations support impover-
ished children.  This is an ongoing, Presbytery-wide effort.  Trim stamps with at 
least a 1/4” border.  Deposit stamps and labels in the box in the narthex.  
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Vacation Bible School 
led by Emilia Modrušan and Sarah Scardino 

At our Deep Sea Discovery Vacation Bible School, kids played games, sang songs, created crafts and sci-
ence projects, served their community, and learned about God and how He is with them wherever they go!  

They learned that he strengthens them just like 
he strengthened Peter to walk on water!  
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One of the science experiments was about surface tension/
floating. Another was magnets.  
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Thanks to our wonderful volunteers: 
Runner - Cynthia Hatfield 
Pre School Leaders - Betsy Bestoso, Sandy Shelver, 

Marilyn Helkenn, Mary Beck, Janet Sansom,  
Bible Leader - Bonnie Koehler 
Games Leader - Luka Modrušan 
Snack/Meal Coordinator - Tracy Freeman  
Service Leaders - Carolyn Taxer, David Helkenn, Joe 

Huffaker 
Crafts/Science Leaders - Jill Gustafson, Joe Rodri-

guez  
Elementary Crew Leaders - Paula Carmack, Rory 

Volkert, Sharon Cameron, Colleen Heath, Jack 
Shelver 

Registration Coordinators/Whatever else was 
needed - Beverly Martyn, Elizabeth Van Boskirk, 
Bobbie McKee, Curtis McKee  

Photographer - Martha Lenocker 
Also—Chris ran media for us and Emilia led our open-
ing and closing celebrations and the games. 

A favorite game of the week was Drip, 
Drip, Drop: similar to duck, duck, goose 
except using a sponge to drip a little wa-
ter over each kid in turn before wringing 
out the whole sponge on the chosen kid 
who then chases the kid who is "it." 

They learned how God knows them as he knew Noah, God 
hears them like he heard Jonah, even in the belly of a big fish!  
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They learned that God loves them the 
way he loved his disciples, and that he 
sends them out as he sent Paul!  
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Congregational Life 
Financial Report 

of Monthly Pledges 

Budgeted: $34,267 $34,267 
Actual: $30,028  $41,604  

June July 

The Tree of Life 
 

 

Patti 
 Death: 
July 26 — Patti Rogers 
 

A Celebration for  
Sarah Scardino and Derrick Harvey! 

 
This wonderful couple is getting married in September!  Please 
join the Faith Family in celebrating their wedding and blessing 
their marriage. 
Sunday, Sept.18th at 11am in the Faith Family Center 
Lunch will be provided.  No RSVP's are required, simply come 
and celebrate! 
If you would like information regarding their wedding gift reg-
istries, please pick up an info card on Sunday mornings or in 
the church office. 
For any questions, please contact Cara Ann Maeda or a mem-
ber of the Congregational Life Committee. 

Deacon Birthday Cele-
brations for this month: 
 
Sept. 5 — Clyde Barfield 
Sept. 10—Ann  Ruppert 
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The Adult Education Hour Presents: Adult Encounters with Scripture 
By Dave Helkenn 
 

When we were children, we read the Bible as children.  Children have encounters with biblical stories 
and teachings, drawing lessons limited by their age, maturity, and level of understanding.  They can get 
help with their questions from parents, teachers, and other grownups.  Regardless, a child’s biblical en-
counters heavily influence and guide a child’s maturation, including his or her spiritual development.  
These memories of childhood experiences with scripture continue into adulthood and affect adult encoun-
ters with the Bible. 

We adults bring to our encounters with scripture, very different perspectives.  We no longer think as 
children, yet childhood memories of the Bible persist and color our more mature reflections.  Even though 
as adults, we have very different ways of viewing the world, interpreting life’s experiences, and under-
standing scripture, we nevertheless have few opportunities to share our thoughts, feelings, questions, 
views, and interpretations with other adults.  

That is why David Helkenn and Mary Elva Smith, both experienced Spiritual companions, will co-
facilitate an “Adult Encounters with Scriptures” series beginning in September.  Participants will be given 
time to reflect on selected passages from the Bible and to share their interpretations concerning them.  
Members of the group will also have opportunities to bring their own passages they find particularly up-
lifting, challenging, or difficult. 

So, come and enjoy a time of discussion on Adult Encounters with Scripture.   
The first session will be Sunday, September 25, in Room 1 at 11. 

We will provide hotdogs, buns, and all the s'more fixings. If you prefer you can bring your own dinner and 
enjoy dessert on us. Don't forget to bring your own chairs, drinks, and anything else for your own comfort 
or entertainment. Everyone is welcome! Questions, please contact Sarah Scardino.  

Bonfire with 
s'mores  

Friday, Sept. 2nd.  
De Anza Cove  

on Mission Bay  
Starting at 6:00pm  
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by Joan Madler 
  

   I start most of my days on my computer. I 
check in with friends to make sure we are all alive 
and well and then I read my devotion from Fourth 
Presbyterian Church in Chicago.  This was a recent 
one: 

Luke 5:33–39 
Sometimes I wonder if we Christian folks wrestle 

with expressing joy. We don’t always seem to “do” 
joy very well. We do perseverance. We do struggle. 
We do service. We even do love, but joy? Joy can 
sometimes be hard for us. Perhaps it is our Puritan 
Calvinist heritage coming out, but we—Presbyterian 
Christians—tend to be quite serious, especially in 
church. Joy just seems to be a hard emotion for us to 
corporately express. 

Apparently people in Jesus’ day struggled with 
expressing joy in their religious practice too. “Why 
don’t your disciples take their following of you, their 
discipleship more seriously, Jesus?” the serious reli-
gious people asked him. “The disciples of the Phari-
sees fast. John the Baptist’s disciples fast. But your 
disciples eat and drink and express joy. What is 
wrong with them?” 

In response, Jesus basically tells them there will 
be plenty of time for seriousness as they move into 
the future. But while he is there, flesh and blood 
amongst them, he was not about to limit their expres-
sions of joy and sense of the fullness of life. It was 
time for a new thing, a new wine, a new cloth. And 
he was not going to stand in their way of fully em-
bracing it all. 

One of my favorite artistic interpretations of Je-
sus is the “Laughing Jesus” picture. In it, Jesus has 
thrown back his head, his mouth wide open, eyes 
crinkled shut, in full-blown laughter. He radiates 
complete and total joy. I can easily see Jesus having 
that raucous reaction after telling this parable. How 
might we, then, open ourselves to experience some-
thing similar—the joy of following Jesus? 

Prayer Laughing and loving God, I can forget that your joy 
is a current that undergirds us. Even at the moment 
of creation, you took joy in what you made. Help me, 
O God, feel your joy and express that joy in my own 
life. Make me into a fresh wineskin so I can hold all 
the love and joy that you continuously pour out. I 
pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
          Written by Shannon J. Kershner, Pastor 
 
 With all the violence and discord around us 
these days it’s even harder to find something to be 
joyful about and Shannon’s words that we don’t 
seem to “do” joy well struck a chord with me.  When 
the choir is up front and we are singing an anthem 
such as Sing for Joy, is there a joyful expression on 
our faces? I’m betting that there might be a few of us 
smiling but that most faces are serious, concentrating 
on the words and music. When I sneak a peek out at 
the congregation do I see faces smiling at us? There 
are a few that smile at us every Sunday but most 
folks continue to look very serious. Joyful music 
may not always bring joy but if there isn’t a smile on 
every face when the children come forward for their 
children’s message something must be terrible 
wrong. 
 So I challenge us all to find the “joy” when 
we are together if not in the sanctuary perhaps on the 
patio and then to try to carry it out into the world 
around us. A while ago I started smiling at anyone 
who met my eyes. It’s an easy thing to do and almost 
without exception I get a smile back and often a 
greeting. The smiles I get bring me joy and hopefully 
the smiles I give brighten the day for others. At gro-
cery stores if I have a cartload and someone comes 
behind me with only a couple of items I tell them to 
move in front of me. That usually brings a big smile 
and thanks. One time when I stopped my car so a 
truck could get out of a driveway I was blown a kiss. 
So I guess small acts of kindness can also spread 
some “joy.” 

(A helping of words) 
Food for Thought ! ? Hmmmmm...  

(Continued next page)  
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 As I’ve said before music is always a place where I can find joy. Thinking of hymns about joy I 
remembered this children’s song that pretty much says it all: 
 
I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart 
Where? 
Down in my heart! 
Where? 
Down in my heart! 
I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart 
Down in my heart to stay 
 

Hymns and gospel songs we sing have a story, even historical background that may be overlooked 
and/or forgotten. The melody and harmony of the song demand our attention. The message of the hymn may 
not draw attention at first.  Reading the words again, we may find an important and powerful message – not 
recognized earlier. 

The words of The Doxology were written in the 1700s. At the time, Church accepted for worship only 
words with a biblical source. However, the Church recognized the powerful message and considered it ac-
ceptable in private worship. Now it is sung in many churches of the Reformed denominations. 

“The Royal Telephone,” a gospel song, obviously was written as telephones were a new invention. 
Lines of the song confirm God is available at any time: “Central’s never ‘busy,’ always on the line; You 
may hear from heaven almost any time; ’Tis a royal service, free for one and all; When you get in trouble, 
give this royal line a call.” The lines bring smiles and giggles when used in a song festival. Even through 
laughter, the important message is clear — 

God is always available whenever you call. 
As we join in singing, all worshippers are drawn together in song, singing the words of the message as 

well as the melodies and harmonies. Recently heard, “We sing what we believe; I can't sing hymns I don't 
believe.” 

 Different hymns confirm different messages. A petition for the world is clear in the words, “O for a 
world where everyone respects each other's ways.  Where love is lived and all is done With justice and with 
praise.” 
Commitment for mission is expressed as we sing — 

   “Here I am Lord.  Is it I Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night.  I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart.” 
A great challenge — opportunity for mission rings loud and clear  — 

“Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaims... Come Christians follow where the Savior trod.  The 
lamb victorious, Christ the son of God.” 
Hymnals have many songs of prayers, praises, promises and commitments. Only three are noted here.  

Pew View welcomes your additions and topics. 

Pew View  Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint 

I've got the love of Jesus, down in my heart 
Where? 
Down in my heart! 
Where? 
Down in my heart! 
I've got the love of Jesus down in my heart 
Down in my heart to stay. 



Faith Presbyterian Church 
 5075 Campanile Drive 
 San Diego, CA  92115 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Faith Presbyterian Church 
5075 Campanile Drive 
San Diego, CA  92115 

(619) 582-8480 
Email:  office@fpsd.org 

Website:  www.faithchurchsandiego.org 

. . 

Christianity has not been tried and found wanting; it has been found difficult and not tried.                        - G.K. Chesterton                   

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker 
Commissioned Lay Pastor:  Mary Beck, CRE 
Spiritual Director:  David Helkenn 
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez 
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso 
Youth and Family:  Sarah Scardino and  
         Emilia Modrušan  
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin 
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel 
Sexton: Robin Craig 
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo 
Newsletter Editor: Flower Harvey 

 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH: 

22 


