
 
 

We are so glad that you have decided to take this journey!  
Advent is a time of waiting for something glorious…Jesus’ birth!  

To help us on that journey we have created a devotional uniquely 

designed with YOU in mind.  It has been written by the leaders 

from our Session and the staff of our church.  This isn’t a mass 

produced, taken-off-the-shelf devotional.  It was made (by the 

grace and guidance of God) specifically for YOU in your current 

situation, during this season of life. 
 

As you go through this devotional… 

Be open to the Holy Spirit.  Set some time aside each day to spend 

with the Lord.  Make that time a priority or it will be eaten up by 

the many activities calling for our attention.  Be in community with 

others and be willing to share what God is doing in your life during 

this Advent season.   
 

The structure of this devotional… 

You will find the daily scripture at the top of the page.  It is 

important to get into the Word of God.  After you read the passage, 

a short explanation is given to give you wise insight or 

commentary on that particular text.  At the end of the devotional is 

a prayer for you to be in communication with the Lord. 
 

Discussion Questions:  These can be found before each 

Sunday’s devotional and are intended for multi-

generational discussions.  We encourage you to engage 

with family and friends throughout the week! 
 

Christmas Joy Offering:  At the beginning of each week, 

you will find a “Minute for Mission”.  The stories in this 

devotional will enhance the inserts given on 2 Sundays 

before we collect the offering and continue to remind us of 

this very important offering. 
 

There are so many things constantly trying to grab our attention, 

especially in the Christmas season!  Commit to giving God your 

full attention this season.  Instead of getting stressed, be 

overwhelmed by the unconditional love of God.  Simply, enjoy the 

Lord!  

Peace and blessings to each of you! 
-Your Leaders and Staff 



 
 

Discussion For All 

The following discussion guide is to encourage discussion with 

others and within your family.  These may be good questions for 

personal reflection and for the dinner table.  Families with children 

were thought of in the creating of these questions and activities. 

 

First Week of Advent ~ Hope 
 

Discussion 

1. How does the gift of Jesus 

Christ give you hope? 

 

2. What are you hoping for this 

Advent season?  For the 

coming year?  Encourage 

one another to go deeper than 

material possessions and 

wants. 

 

3. What are some times that 

you need to remember to 

hope (or trust) in God?  Help 

one another to remember to 

rely on the Lord. 

 

Activities: 

1. Think of a phrase that can become common around your 

house to remind each other of the hope we have in God.  

Make a sign or write the phrase on a mirror with a dry 

erase marker.  Examples:  “God is in control!,” “Jesus 

loves you!,” “God is with us!,” “The greatest gift of 

Jesus.” 

 

2. Think of a person or family in your life that may be in 

need of hope this week.  Then make a card or special gift 

that expresses this message.  

 

3. Sing Christmas Carols together.  Pray together. 



 
 

Minute for Mission:   

Presbyterian Pan American School 

 

Seeking safety from violence, Pan American alum found the 

challenge of God’s call. 

 

Monika Ruiz’s vocational aspirations paint a portrait of holistic 

Christian commitment. This college sophomore wants to serve as a 

nurse in international mission, but her dreams for the future don’t 

stop with taking care of physical needs. Monika would like to tend 

spiritual needs through pastoral ministry in a developing country. 

She is concerned about justice for neglected people and 

communities around the world, and she envisions starting an 

advocacy organization that works on their behalf. Her call to 

service was nurtured as a high school student at the Presbyterian 

Pan American School in Kingsville, Texas, an institution you help 

support with your gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering. “Throughout 

my three years at Pan Am, I learned to trust God more, and 

through my peers and the staff there, I saw the gifts of love and 

service put to work,” Monika says. 

 

Monika came to Pan American from a community in Mexico 

where drug cartels hold tremendous sway, where some days she 

was unable even to attend school due to drug trafficking and 

violence. At Pan American, she not only found a safe and caring 

environment, but also hit her stride academically and learned 

lessons beyond the classroom. “Pan American gave me an 

opportunity that I would not have had in my country,” Monika 

says. “I not only learned English and how to excel in academics, 

but my experience prepared me for college and for life.” Monika 

graduated as salutatorian of her 2015 class. She received a 

scholarship to another Presbyterian-related school, Schreiner 

University in Kerrville, Texas, where she is a nursing student. She 

anticipates enrolling at Austin Theological Seminary after she 

completes her bachelor’s degree. 

 



 
 

Pan American’s diverse student body gave Monika a glimpse of 

the world she hopes to serve. “One of the things I will always be 

thankful for are the friendships I made there. Being around people 

from other countries and cultures made my high school education 

unique and very rich,” Monika says. 

 

Gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering help Presbyterian racial ethnic 

schools provide life-changing experiences for students like 

Monika. Half of the receipts go to Presbyterian-related racial 

ethnic schools and the other half provides assistance for current 

and retired church workers and their families who are in need. 

Presbyterian racial ethnic schools afford opportunities that students 

like Monika might not otherwise be able to experience. “Without a 

doubt, attending the Presbyterian Pan American School has been 

one of the greatest blessings in my life,” Monika says. “Without 

that opportunity, I would not be who I am or where I am now.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Your gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering 

will help more students like Monika 

develop their gifts for effective service to 

the church and the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be collected during worship 

on Sunday, December 18
th

. 

For more info visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy 



 
 

Sunday, November 27, 2016 

Mark 1:1-3 

 

 

The opening of Mark’s Gospel introduces us to the beginnings of 

the good news of, or about Jesus Christ, (depending on the 

translation.) Either way, the focus is on preparation as presented in 

Isaiah 40:3 and following. God will send the messenger to prepare 

the way. We too, are to participate in the preparation to make the 

path straight.  

John the Baptist reveals a form of preparation by offering a 

baptism of repentance. Our response to that voice in the wilderness 

– to repent – enables God to enter our lives on straight paths. So, it 

is right for us to begin this Advent season with renewal of our 

relationship with God, starting with repentance. In so doing, we 

make our own preparation to receive God. It’s a great way to 

commemorate the birth of the one who reveals the Good News as 

described in Mark! 

Lord, because of your great love, you continually invite us to 

participate in that special divine relationship you’ve created for 

each of us! We repent and turn away from our tendencies to 

separate ourselves from you. Complete this preparation as we 

await the commemoration of your incarnation as Christ. Thank you 

for revealing and loving us so much! Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Monday, November 28, 2016 

Matthew 3:11-12 

 

 It seems that Jesus’ relative John, always recognized Jesus 

as the promised Messiah.  While still in Elizabeth’s womb, John 

“leaped within her” at the sound of Mary’s voice.  Little is known 

of their growing-up years, but when John reached adulthood and 

began preaching and baptizing, his message was one of repentance 

and preparation for Jesus’ ministry. 

 John acknowledged Jesus as a Supreme Being, one whose 

sandals John was not fit to carry.  In that time, it was the job of the 

lowest servant to untie the master’s sandals, bathe and anoint his 

feet, and replace the shoes.  John declares himself and his ministry 

lower than that of the lowest servant in comparison to Jesus’ 

power. 

 While John urged repentance and baptized with water, he 

proclaimed Jesus as the only giver of forgiveness, grace and 

redemption.  Jesus would baptize with authority, giving new 

spiritual life and inner sanctification. 

  

Like John, may our hearts leap 

with joy as we enter this Advent 

Season.  Let us prepare ourselves for 

the coming of our Savior. 

  

 

 



 
 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 

Matthew 25:1-13 

 

As we journey through Advent, the excitement of the season grows 

upon us as well.  We look forward to the celebration of Christ’s 

birth as the culmination.  We also enjoy the other celebrations and 

festivities the season offers.  And along the way, we have the task 

of keeping our focus squarely and accurately placed.  In the 

parable, we see bridesmaids fully in the moment of the celebration, 

without much preparation for what follows the arrival of the 

groom.  We also see bridesmaids who are better prepared, with oil 

to light their lamps.   

The excitement of Advent mirrors the excitement of the coming of 

the bridegroom.  For those whose flasks were filled, they were 

ready.  Similarly, those faithful in heart for the return of Christ 

keep their spiritual flasks filled.  To riff on a popular marketing 

line, “What’s in your flask?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Vespers Tomorrow Night at 7pm 



 
 

Wednesday, November 30, 2016 

Advent Vespers Tonight at 7pm 

Isaiah 63:7-9 

The LORD's Mercy Remembered 
 

7 
I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

    the praises of the LORD, 

according to all that the LORD has granted us, 

    and the great goodness to the house of Israel 

that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

    according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8 

For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

    children who will not deal falsely.” 

    And he became their Savior. 
9 

In all their affliction he was afflicted, 

    and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 

    he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

God’s presence in our lives never ceases.  Forever in our midst,  in 

any stage in our life, may it be joy, trials, frustration, brokenness, 

He is protecting, giving us hope, mercy, love, compassion, and 

answers  our prayers.   

This Advent season, let us slow down a bit and remember that He 

gave us redemption, love, salvation through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior. 

Dear Lord, thank you for your steadfast love.  May we show others 

of the same love, care and kindness that you bestow upon us 

continually.  Thank you for the gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.   

Let us prepare for his coming, rejoicing with anticipation.  Amen. 

 



 
 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 

John 1:1-18 

 

John is introducing us to Jesus.  “In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” To 

introduce us to Jesus Christ, John uses the word “Word”.  Jesus 

Christ is the living, breathing, active Word of God in the flesh.  

The Greek word for “word” is the word logos.  Logos is one of the 

most power packed words in the Greek language, because it had so 

many ideas associated with it.  The Jews used this word to refer to 

the Word of God, and specifically to the Law of God.  The Word 

of God is God’s revelation of Himself to His people calling them 

to His purpose.  The word “logos” became associated with this 

search for meaning.  John opens his book with this incredible 

declaration!  “In the beginning was the Logs, and Logos was with 

God, and the Logos was God.”  Verse 14 says, “The Logos became 

flesh and dwelt among us.”  John is telling the Jew that Jesus 

Christ is the fulfillment of everything found in the Old Testament.  

He is the creator, and the giver of life.  Jesus existed before 

Bethlehem, but when He came to earth, Jesus became one of us.  

God became a man.  And that man who was God is the meaning of 

life.  He is the completer of all that is.  He is Jesus Christ, the 

Logos of God! 

 

Almighty God, thank you for the gift of Jesus.  Please help us to 

hold Jesus the “Logos” deep within our hearts, not only at Advent 

but, throughout the year!  Amen.   

 

 



 
 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Isaiah 42:1-4 

 

God has chosen a Servant in whom he is very pleased.  He will 

have great work to do and is prepared by being bathed with the 

Spirit of life.  His mission is to carry judgement to the Gentiles and 

setting things right among the nations.  He won’t make a spectacle 

of himself with loud speeches.  Quiet in speech, firm and devoted 

in justice and truth and compassionate and gentle to those in need.  

He will be patient and untiring in his work.  Others worldwide will 

wait for his teachings. 

 

Prayer – Heavenly Father, help us to follow the attributes your 

Servant has set before us. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Saturday, December 3, 2016 

Isaiah 11:1-9 

 

An Army chaplain I know once began a sermon with this 

statement: “If the new testament is Jesus revealed, then the Old 

Testament is Jesus concealed,” meaning that where, in the New 

Testament, the reader is shown Jesus, the Word become Flesh, in 

person and active, in the Old Testament the reader is shown Jesus 

in images and metaphors.  

This passage in Isaiah follows a long litany about the restoration of 

the nation of Israel and Judah to their promised land, and it 

continues to describe the Messiah, Jesus, as a king who will rule 

over his people.  

This passage has some of the most well-known phrases in 

Christendom contained within it – and some of the least known. It 

is here, from this passage, that 

we get the phrase “the wolf will 

lie down with the lamb” (v. 6a) 

and its corollary, “The cow will 

feed with the bear” (v. 7a). What 

is the purpose of these lines? It 

is clear even to the casual 

observer that cows do not eat the 

same food as bears, and that 

wolves and sheep are hardly 

common bedfellows. What, 

therefore, is the purpose of this 

set of juxtapositions? I believe 

that the prophet is using these 

lines in vs. 6-8 to illuminate 



 
 

both what comes before, in vs. 3b-4 and what follows in the next 

passage.  

Beginning with verse 3b, the prophet says “He will not judge by 

what he sees with his eyes. . . “ “but with righteousness he will 

judge . . .” (v. 4a). Read that section again, but think about what it 

means if we live in a world where the lion is supposed to take the 

common meal with the ox. How can someone judge by their eyes 

when the world is upside down?  

We know from what comes later, in the New Testament that “the 

branch from Jesse” is Jesus, but the Israelites, in exile, did not 

know what Jesus would bring. As you consider this passage, think 

about what it means for Jesus to have both “The Spirit of counsel 

and of power,” and about what kind of a Messiah the prophet is 

showing Israel in the explicit images of the text, and in what they 

are concealing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Discussion For All 

The following discussion guide is to encourage discussion with 

others and within your family.  These may be good questions for 

personal reflection and for the dinner table.  Families with children 

were thought of in the creating of these questions and activities. 

 

Second Week of Advent ~ Peace 
 

Discussion 

1. When have you felt a sense of peace?  How was it helpful 

to your situation? 

 

2. Where does the world need more peace? 

 

3. In what ways can you bring about peace? In your home? In 

your community? In the world? 

 

4. What are some ways that you can experience peace?  What 

will you do this week to live more peaceably?  Help one 

another keep to these. 

 

Activities: 

1. Draw a picture of a peaceful scene.  Put it up as a reminder 

throughout the week. 

 

2. Think of ways to create a more peaceful environment in 

your home and implement it this week. 

 

3. Find a way that your family 

can help in an effort to make 

the world a more peaceful 

place and commit to doing 

that this week. This can be as 

simple as speaking up when 

you see someone being treated 

badly. 

 



 
 

Minute for Mission:  
Board of Pensions 

 
Christmas Joy gifts help pastor overcome the 

challenges of limited hearing. 
 

Rosie, a lovable Australian labradoodle, provides more than 

companionship to Rev. Wendy McAninch: She also alerts her to 

important sounds that Wendy is unable to hear.  

 

Wendy has been gradually losing her hearing for about 20 years 

and has been helped by hearing aids, but continues to experience 

tinnitus, a chronic ringing in her ears. She’s trained herself to tune 

out the pesky ringing, but that keeps her from hearing things like 

doorbells, alarm clocks, and timers.  

 

Yet Rosie hears these sounds and informs Wendy by giving her a 

gentle nudge. Wendy no longer has to worry about not hearing a 

doorbell that signals a friend’s visit, an alarm that notifies her it’s 

time for medication, or a kitchen timer that keeps her from burning 

her dinner. Wendy would not enjoy Rosie’s services and this 

improved quality of life without generous gifts to the Christmas 

Joy Offering. Offering receipts helped pay for Rosie’s training, an 

expensive endeavor that Wendy, a medical retiree, couldn’t afford 

on her own. Cascades Presbytery and her congregation, First 

Presbyterian Church of Ashland, Oregon, also contributed. Wendy 

had to step away from full-time ministry in 2000 due to Trigeminal 

(trahy-jem-uh-nl) Neuralgia (nooral-juh), a severe chronic pain 

disorder. It soon became apparent that any full-time employment 

was out of the question. She has worked in parish ministry, on a 

Presbytery staff, and in campus ministry at Southern Oregon 

University. She now serves in a limited part-time role as a parish 

associate at First Presbyterian, Ashland.  

 

“Rosie goes to church with me on Sunday morning, and the church 

has embraced her presence and her function,” Wendy says. “She’s 

welcome at any event.” 



 
 

 In fact, Rosie’s friendly demeanor has helped Wendy build 

relationships with parishioners. “She broke down some barriers I 

didn’t know were there,” Wendy observes. “She wags not just her 

tail but her whole body. I don’t take offense when people greet her 

and then say hello to me.”  

 

Rosie’s companionship also helps Wendy cope with her chronic 

pain condition. Rosie’s warm personality provides comfort, but her 

presence in Wendy’s life also keeps Wendy more fit and engaged 

with the world. Walking her helps Wendy gets exercise and 

interact with other dog owners and neighbors. Wendy says 

otherwise she tends to drift into seclusion when her pain becomes 

intense.  

 

The Christmas Joy Offering afforded Wendy not just help with 

everyday life, but increased peace of mind. “There is security 

knowing that Rosie is going to be there,” Wendy says. “She’s 

going to be there to alert me when I need alerting.” 

 

 

One half of your gifts to the 

Christmas Joy Offering goes to the 

Presbyterian Board of Pensions 

Assistance programs to benefit 

people like Wendy. Over the years, 

it’s helped hundreds of current and 

retired church workers and their 

families in financial need.  

www.pensions.org 

 

 

 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be collected during worship 

on Sunday, December 18
th

. 

For more info visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy 

https://vimeo.com/78076233


 
 

Sunday, December 4, 2016 

Luke 1:26-45 

 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town 

in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose 

name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 

Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and 

pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 

now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 

Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 

ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 

of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, 

“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 

he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in 

her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for 

her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with 

God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 

be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from 

her.  

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in 

the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and 

greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 

leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 

and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened 

to me that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I 

heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 

joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 

fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

 



 
 

“Believing, Treasuring, Letting Go” 

 

Mary was favored by God for the important task of giving 

birth to, loving, and nurturing Jesus. And along with Joseph, her 

husband, Mary allowed Jesus to increase in wisdom, stature, and 

favor with God and other people. 

Three acts of Mary stand out as crucial to a healthy life. 

First, she humbly believed God’s message to her, even in the face 

of the outrageous promise that she would conceive a child while 

remaining a virgin. Second, as she watched the boy Jesus grow up, 

she pondered and “treasured” special moments in her heart. And 

third, when things happened that were troubling or she didn’t 

understand, she let them go, trusting in God’s will and plan for her 

life.  

Unlike Mary, we often unwittingly stumble in all three of 

these areas. Throughout Scripture, God has offered us many 

promises and yet at times we find it impossible to believe that he 

means what he says. Or when something good happens in our 

lives, rather than treasure and celebrate the moment, we tend to 

minimize and dismiss it. Likewise, when life throws us a curve, we 

rush to make excuses, blame others or God and ask. “Why me?” 

instead of accepting and trusting in God’s good purposes.  

Mary's simple, open acceptance of God's will serves as a 

model for all of us who think we alone can control our lives.  And 

her willingness to let go and entrust all things in her life to God 

provides an example for all of us. God is in Charge. He wants good 

things for his children. And that includes each and every one of us. 

Prayer: Lord, give me the openness to believe, trust, and accept 

your will. Grant me the courage to let go of those things I don’t 

understand and have faith in your plan for my life. Amen. 



 
 

Monday, December 5, 2016 

Luke 1:46-55 

 (AKA ‘The Magnificat’) 

    Luke tells of young (probably teenage) Mary’s encounter with 

the angel Gabriel who tells her that she is going to become 

pregnant and deliver Jesus.  Mary is greatly troubled by this news 

and points out that there has not yet been a man in her life.  Gabriel 

tells Mary that the Holy Spirit will visit her and take care of that.  

As proof of God’s ability to do the impossible, Gabriel tells Mary 

about the pregnancy of her elderly cousin Elisabeth.  Mary 

promptly undertakes the journey to visit Elisabeth. 

    When Mary greets Elisabeth, the baby leaps in Elisabeth’s 

womb and Elisabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit.  She greets Mary 

with, among other words, the familiar “Blessed art thou among 

women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb”.  The next 10 verses 

are Mary’s response to Elisabeth’s greeting.  Collectively, they 

have become known as ‘The Canticle of Mary’, ‘The Song of 

Mary’ or ‘The Magnificat’. 

    Mary’s response starts with the familiar phrase “My soul 

magnifies the Lord” (Magnificat anima mea Dominum).  She goes 

on to describe herself as nobody special that “… all generations 

shall call blessed …”, only because of the Lord’s intervention in 

her life.  She points out that He favors those who trust in Him and 

then cites ways in which He will invert the status quo.  She closes 

with a reminder of the helps that he has given to Israel and his 

promise to continue to favor the children of Abraham. 

If we can set aside our pride and the things that we treasure and, 

instead, show the trust, faith, strength and courage of that young 

girl from so long ago, amazing things become possible. 



 
 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Isaiah 40:3-8 

 

What does it mean to prepare a way for the Lord? To John the 

Baptist, it meant telling all that he could that the Messiah was 

coming. His role was to prepare the way for Christ to start his 

ministry.  

 

In what ways can you prepare a way for the Lord? Where are the 

mountains that you have put up in your life that block God's work 

in you? In what ways can you, during this Advent Season, prepare 

for a renewal of Jesus in you this Christmas. I love Christmas 

because it gives us an opportunity to reorient our lives and our very 

selves around the Lord. By remembering and celebrating the birth 

of Christ, we can remind ourselves of what a gift that really is to 

us. It is a time to celebrate all that God has done for us and be 

joyful. Allow the hope, peace, joy, and love of God to fill you this 

Christmas season so that you can be renewed in Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Vespers Tomorrow Night at 7pm 



 
 

Wednesday, December 7, 2016 

Advent Vespers Tonight at 7pm 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

  

In these verses, Zephaniah foretells of the time when the troubles 

of the righteous people will be over. That will be a time of 

celebration and the Lord will sing and celebrate his people in song. 

At Faith we are blessed to have a wonderful choir that leads the 

congregation each week in singing praises to our almighty Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Isaiah 40:27-31 

 
But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; 

they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary; 

and they shall walk, and not faint.     Isaiah 40:31 
 

- - - Some thoughts - - - 
 

I believe the key word in this passage is “wait.” 
     Our strength will be renewed while we wait upon the Lord. 
     Total trust in the Lord also plays a huge part in the waiting 
periods. 
 
Renew Their Strength….. 
     The Hebrew word for renew in this instance is  “chalaph,”  
meaning “to build and repair.” It also describes it as a growing up 
or a sprouting up of a new plant or to change, to alter; and then to 
revive, to renew, to cause to flourish again, as, e. g., a tree that has 
decayed and fallen.  In Job 14:7 the word chalaph is evidently used 
in the sense of renewing, or causing to revive; to increase, and to 
restore that which is decayed. 
     Job   7For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will  
     sprout [there is the word chalaph ] again, and that the tender 
     branch thereof will not cease 
 
Mount Up As Eagles..... 
     Eagles go through a moulting process which new feathers 
replace the old ones.  This renewal assures that the Eagle will have 
the strength to mount up ready to fly. 
 
They Shall Run…..   They Shall Walk….. 
     The scripture doesn’t say that we can fly like eagles, but it does 
tell us we will have strength so when we run in life we will not be 
weary and when we get down to the walking stage, and here the 



 
 

Hebrew word for walk is a word that describes a person who is 
walking very slowly because of an exceedingly heavy weight upon 
his back.  That person has God’s promise that if they wait upon the 
Lord, they will not faint.  
 
Overview….. 
     “It means that the people of God who trust in him shall become 
strong in faith; able to contend with their spiritual foes, to gain the 
victory over their sins, and to discharge aright the duties, and to meet 
aright the trials of life. God gives them strength, if they seek him in the 
way of his appointment - a promise which has been verified in the 
experience of his people in every age.” 

 
Prayer….. 
     Lord God, teach me the discipline of waiting upon you in every 
aspect of my life and trusting in your promise that you will renew 
my strength in those areas of my life as I wait and trust in you. 
I ask this in the name of Jesus.  Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Friday, December 9, 2016 

Philippians 2:1-11 

   

In these verses, Paul reminded the Philippians, and us, that, when 

Jesus took on human form, he did not bring with him the exalted 

status he had with God. He became the lowest of the lowly…a 

servant, a humble slave. 

This is a most difficult concept for us to understand. In our culture, 

we’re all about achieving and getting ahead. Paul is telling us to 

forget about promoting ourselves and help others achieve and get 

ahead. As humans, it seems as though we are hardwired to be 

selfish; we need to fight against human nature to become selfless. 

 

Heavenly Father, you are our guide to following in the footsteps of 

your son, Jesus. Please give us strength and wisdom to replace our 

native selfishness with selflessness to demonstrate our love of one 

another.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Isaiah 35:1-7 

 

Isaiah served the Lord our God during a period of great challenges 

for the people of Judah. While predicting the eventual punishment 

of God’s people for their sins, Isaiah reminds us, especially in 

these verses, of the overpowering and redemptive love that God 

has for his people even when we have sinned.  A key verse to me 

within this writing is in verse 4 (NIV) where Isaiah states say to 

those with fearful hearts “Be strong, do not fear, your God will 

come, he will come with vengeance, with divine retribution he will 

come to save you.”  This reminds me that while we as individuals 

and groups will face our periods of trial and tribulation and may 

make choices that are less than wise in the pursuit of our goals, 

there is always hope, as long as we trust in God and believe in his 

redemptive power.  

Lord God, give us the strength to be strong in our convictions but 

to be aware that our pride can lead us astray even when we think 

we are doing your will. May you help our eyes to be truly opened 

and our ears unstopped so that we may follow your way instead of 

believing our personal desires as being representative of your 

wishes. May we find the wisdom and strength to be able to express 

our love for you in a way that helps those lost in the wilderness of 

the society around us to blossom and grow into your presence and 

through your love. Amen. 

 

 

 



 
 

Discussion For All 

The following discussion guide is to encourage discussion with 

others and within your family.  These may be good questions for 

personal reflection and for the dinner table.  Families with children 

were thought of in the creating of these questions and activities. 

 

Third Week of Advent ~ Joy 
 

Discussion: 

1. Are there times and places in your life that you have 

experienced deep joy?  Share about it. 

 

2. Does the celebration of Jesus’ birth bring you great joy?  Is 

it good news to you? 

 

3. Where in this season will you look for joy?  How will you 

keep your focus on Jesus and have Him as the source of 

joy?  Help each other in this. 

 

4. What can you do to bring joy to other people? 

 

Activities: 

1. Bake cookies or make a different special treat for people in 

your life who could use some extra Christmas joy this year. 

 

2. Sing together: “Joy to the World” and “Happy Birthday 

Jesus.”  Sing other carols together. 

 

3. Watch a joyful Christmas movie together as a family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Minute for Mission:   

Board of Pensions  

Giving to Those Who Serve so Faithfully 

 

It’s been more than 50 years 

since Jim Irwin learned first-

hand what help from the 

Assistance Program of the 

Board of Pensions—which is 

supported by gifts from the 

Christmas Joy Offering—

means to the families of 

church workers. And he’s 

never forgotten.  

In 1962, Jim’s father, a pastor who had served small rural parishes 

across the country, died suddenly from a heart attack. He left 

behind four sons who were in the midst of pursuing their 

educations, one son who had just started his own pastoral career, 

and a wife who was suffering from Parkinson’s disease. The 

Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions stepped in with 

housing help and long-term assistance. Mrs. Irwin was able to live 

out her years comfortably, in the Sterling Presbyterian Manor in 

Kansas.  

The assistance also meant her sons could continue their educations 

without taking on additional financial burdens. Jim went on to 

medical school and became a surgeon. Every year, he and his wife, 

Francie, give faithfully to the Christmas Joy Offering. Whenever 

he makes his offering, Jim reflects on the assistance his mother 

received so many years ago, and what that support means to so 

many families today. Jim says, “We’ve always supported the 

Christmas Joy Offering because it contributes to the well-being 

of those who have made a life decision to serve the church.” 

The Christmas Joy Offering is a way to give back to those who 

have given so much in service. 

 



 
 

GROWING THE GIFT OF FAITH …  During this Advent 

and Christmas season, we reflect on the birth of Jesus as God’s 

greatest gift, given to all of us. Giving to the Christmas Joy 

Offering is one way we can celebrate and honor that gift, by 

faithfully supporting church workers in times of need and the 

development of the future racial ethnic leadership of our church. 

 

In 2015, gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering helped make it 

possible for the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions to 

provide $3.8 million in grants to more than 600 households in 

need:  

  * Nearly 300 households shared $2.2 million in income 

supplements.  

  * More than 200 households received housing supplements 

totaling nearly $1.3 million.  

  * Another 100+ households benefitted from emergency assistance 

and shared grants totaling a quarter of a million dollars.  

 

 

 

 

 

Support of the Christmas Joy Offering allows the Assistance 

Program of the Board of Pensions to offer vital ministries to 

church workers and their families. 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be collected during worship 

on Sunday, December 18
th

. 

For more info visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy 



 
 

Sunday, December 11, 2016 

Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Imagine how difficult it must have been for this young couple to 

figure out how to proceed after learning that Mary was pregnant.  

The culture would have Joseph discarding Mary and sending her 

back to her family and they may not even take her in.  Mary and 

her baby would be outcasts.  The angels told both of them, “Be not 

afraid.”  I’m sure they were afraid but they didn’t let fear drive 

their decision.  Mary and Joseph trusted God’s to go forward, they 

worked through their fear for a higher purpose. 

When confronted with fear of the unknown do we have the faith to 

listen to God?  Can we move past our fear and see possibilities 

even when we can’t clearly see the path ahead.  Think about a time 

when you were afraid and couldn’t figure out how to go forward.  

How did you resolve the problem?  Were you able to hear God’s 

voice through prayer and conversations with family and friends?  

As we journey through advent may this story be a reminder of 

God’s presence for each of us. 

 

Emmanuel, in this season of preparation we pray that you will help 

us hear your voice to calm our fears and allow us to see the 

possibilities you have for us.  Amen 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Monday, December 12, 2016 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

Jeremiah lived in a very disruptive time for Judah and Israel and 

yet survived with grace. The period during which he lived may be 

the best documented in all of Israel’s history. Jeremiah kept 

warning the people that Judah was not in God’s favor and would 

face imminent judgment as a result of their abandonment of their 

religious faith. Although initially Jeremiah was ignored, the 

crowning of a new king and the resultant disturbances made his 

words more relevant and believable.  

 

Jeremiah brings a Messianic prophecy in this reading.  Although it 

consists of two short verses, they are powerful verses, assuring us 

of the Lord’s faithfulness to His promises and bring a message of 

renewed hope.  Jeremiah becomes God’s spokesman as he tells of 

a divinely chosen descendent of David who will come to restore 

the Judean kingdom and whose reign will be characterized by 

justice. 

 

 

 

Gracious God, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer---You are a God of 

faithfulness and even at our worst, you surround us with your love, 

grace and salvation.  Teach us to live in such a way that we will 

share that love and grace with others.   Amen 

 

  

 

 

 



 
 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Micah 5:2-5a 

 

Micah was a younger contemporary of Isaiah who also 

prophesied about the coming destruction of Jesuralem due to the 

wicked ways of those in power.  He was country-bred and saw 

firsthand the suffering of the peasants due to the evil ways of those 

in power in Jesuralem.  He decried their greed, opulence, and 

oppression of the poor, and gave dire warning about the 

destruction that was to come. 

The visions from God which Micah received did not leave 

mankind in total destruction.  He offers joy and hope in his 

revelation that God would send a Savior who would be born in 

Bethlehem, a small Judean village.  This Man sent from God 

would be as a shepherd who would feed his flock in the strength of 

the Lord; he would glorify the name of the Lord His God.  The 

remnant of the people of Israel would follow finally be allowed to 

return to their homeland and God would be honored and worshiped 

worldwide. 

Micah ends this section with the wonderful promise, “He 

will be our Peace.”  What a glorious promise to look forward to as 

we wait in God’s own time! 

  

 

 

 

Advent Vespers Tomorrow Night at 7pm 



 
 

Wednesday, December 14, 2016 

Advent Vespers Tonight at 7pm 

Luke 1:67-79 

 

Zechariah, a priest and father of John, had spent months muted by 

an angel while his wife Elizabeth was pregnant with John. He had 

questioned the words of the angel telling him his son would be the 

one to go forth telling of the coming of Jesus; going before him to 

prepare the way.  He had a lot time to think, apparently, for when 

he regained speech, he spoke this prophecy.  He saw how scripture 

was being fulfilled in that very time; that a savior would come and 

his son would announce him. One wonders how John’s role plays 

out in today’s busy life.  Do we need someone to tell us today that 

a messiah comes?  Perhaps we do. That Jesus already came does 

not render irrelevant in our time John’s message to the people of 

his day. Rather, it takes us to a place where we can refresh our own 

examination over what the coming of Jesus means in our own 

lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Thursday, December 15, 2016 

Deuteronomy 7:6-11 

 

Where’s the baby in the manger? The angel proclaiming the good 

news to all men? All I see here are shepherds – wait a minute – 

Shepherds?  

You might be surprised with that opening – but I wanted to get 

your attention. There isn’t any mention of shepherds in this 

passage, but, at that time, most of the nation of Israel were 

wandering herds-people of one kind or another. The reason I bring 

this up is in v. 9 – “he is a faithful God, keeping his covenant of 

love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his 

commands.” A thousand generations; were there 1000 generations 

between the shepherds who followed Moses and the tower of 

clouds and fire out of Egypt and the ones who watched their flocks 

by night above Bethlehem town? I don’t think we will ever know – 

but we do know that God kept his covenant of love with them, 

sending his Son to redeem the world. And we know also that 

God’s Son, Jesus, was “not slow to repay to their face those who 

hate him” – think about the money changers in the temple that 

Jesus cleansed with a scourge.  

This passage also has a message for the future – just as the LORD 

redeemed Israel from slavery in Egypt, so too Jesus has redeemed 

us from a different kind of slavery, because he loved us. As you go 

about your day, think about what this means, and how we can 

“take care to follow the commands, decrees, and laws.”  

 

 



 
 

Friday, December 16, 2016 

Isaiah 44:21-23 

 

This passage is about the good news that we belong to God no 

matter what!  We are God’s because that is how God created us. 

We stray from God and God will do whatever it takes to bring us 

back into the fold.  That is good news indeed.  Isaiah says “break 

forth into singing.”  One of my favorite hymns, “Great Is Thy 

Faithfulness” echoes Isaiah’s message of God’s redeeming love. 

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,  

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above  

Join with all nature in manifold witness  

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

Great is Thy faithfulness!  

Great is Thy faithfulness!  

Morning by morning new mercies I see.  

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided, 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

Dear God, thank you for your faithfulness to us. Forgive our sins 

and make us whole in you again.    Amen.   

 

 

 

 



 
 

Saturday, December 17, 2016 

Matthew 2:1-6 

 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, during the time of King 

Herod.  Sometime later, wise men from the East, following His 

star, arrived in Jerusalem and inquired regarding the location of He 

who was born King of the Jews. This was terribly upsetting to 

Herod who gathered all his chief priests and scribes together to ask 

where this Christ had been born.  They replied, in Bethlehem, as 

had been foretold by the prophet Micah. 

 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of your son, Jesus. As 

we celebrate this joyful Christmas season, keep our hearts and 

minds attuned to the most important reason for this season and 

give us peace on earth among our brothers and sisters.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Discussion For All 

The following discussion guide is to encourage discussion with 

others and within your family.  These may be good questions for 

personal reflection and for the dinner table.  Families with children 

were thought of in the creating of these questions and activities. 

 

Fourth Week of Advent ~ Love 
 

Discussion: 

1. How have you experienced God’s love…today, this season, 

this year? 
 

2. When have you felt loved and cared for by others? 
 

3. Does God’s love change the way you live?  How has it 

affected your life? 
 

4. How will you show God’s love to others this week?  

Encourage one another to keep to these. 
 

Activities: 

1. Set aside a basket or jar to create a “Love Basket”.  Each 

day this week, write down a time that you felt loved by 

God or others.  The hope is that we can keep focused on the 

important meaning of Christmas: God is love and gave us 

Jesus!  
 

2. Make or buy a simple gift for a 

family member or friend that 

represents something you love 

about them.  Give it to them for 

Christmas with a note explaining 

why you chose that gift for them.  

 

3. Pray as a family to thank God for all the ways he has loved 

you this year and all of the ways he will in the year to 

come.  

 



 
 

Minute for Mission:  
Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges  

The Gift of Opportunity 

 

Mari Duran is a happy 

seventh grader who wants to 

be a judge when she grows 

up. Right now, however, she 

is enjoying life as an honor 

student, a cheerleader, a 

volleyball player, and a 

budding actress at the 

Presbyterian-related Menaul 

School in Albuquerque, New 

Mexico.  
 

Mari did not coast to the achievement she is now experiencing. She 

was born to a drug-addicted mother and taken directly from the 

hospital into foster care. Her maternal grandmother, Debra Duran, 

gained custody four months later and eventually adopted Mari. 

Debra, a widow, vowed to care well for Mari, teach her moral 

values, and afford her a good education. When the time came to 

choose a middle school, she found Menaul School’s mission 

reflected her goals for Mari. “It provides a good education and they 

teach values, so it’s not just me teaching them at home,” Debra 

says. “She’s learning them at school; she’s also learning about 

Jesus and about God.” Debra likes the diversity of cultures, races, 

and ethnicities Mari experiences at Menaul. It is one of the 

Presbyterian racial-ethnic institutions supported by gifts to the 

Christmas Joy Offering. The schools receive half of the offering’s 

receipts, while the other half goes to help current and retired 

church workers and their families who are in need.  
 

Mari, whose ethnicity is Native American and Hispanic, is among 

the 60% of Menaul students who come from racial-ethnic groups. 

Mari has no reluctance to recommend Menaul to prospective 

students. “It’s a great school,” she says. “If they’re worried about 

their studies, the teachers will be with them. There’s diversity like 

they have never experienced in any other school. Overall, it’s 



 
 

wonderful.” Debra sees Menaul offering her granddaughter 

opportunities she never had. Debra grew up in an impoverished 

family and had to leave high school before graduation. She earned 

her GED and attended college later in life, and now sells real 

estate. But Debra enjoys thinking about Mari attending prom, 

taking college preparatory classes, and selecting a college. While 

Mari still has much time to choose a career, she’s clear why, at this 

point, she wants to be a judge. Her ambition stems not from a 

desire to dispense justice, but from a longing to help people resolve 

problems. Demonstrating a precocious understanding of the 

judicial system, she would like to preside in family court. “I want 

to help people and families work things out,” Mari explains. 

 

The critical funding from the Christmas Joy Offering enables 

Presbyterian racial-ethnic schools to provide Mari and students 

like her opportunities to overcome obstacles and excel. Your 

generous gift will help these schools continue their 

transformative ministries. 
 

 

About the institutions supported by the Christmas Joy Offering  
 

Menaul School  

• Day and boarding school for grades 6-12  

• Offers individualized attention with a student-teacher ratio of 

just 9:1  
 

Stillman College  

• Liberal arts college with rich history of excellence  

• 84% of faculty hold terminal degrees  
 

Presbyterian Pan American School  

• International college-preparatory boarding school  

• 100% of students are accepted into colleges or universities 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be collected during worship, 

tomorrow, December 18
th

. 

For more info visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy 



 
 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 

Luke 2:8-20 

Christmas Joy Offering Collected during Worship 

 

This is one of the most iconic and beautiful passages in the Bible. 

In this passage we see the shepherds going about their everyday 

lives, when suddenly they receive a message that changed the 

course of human history. We see them hear the good news. We see 

them go and see what has happened and spread the word of what 

they experienced.  

We don't hear anything about 

what happened to these 

shepherds after that. I imagine 

that they went back to their lives, 

we know that it would be 

decades before what they 

witnessed would actually start to 

change the world.  

I wonder how their lives were 

changed by their experience on 

that night. By seeing the angels, 

and then seeing the Messiah, the 

one that they knew their people 

had been waiting for generations. 

I wonder what they expected to happen next. We are always 

wondering what will happen next. As the shepherds must have 

learned in the following years, what happens next is that life will 

go on, and God will keep his promises.  

 



 
 

Monday, December 19, 2016 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

 

In Isaiah chapter 1, the people of Israel have, by and large, 

forgotten that they are the Lord’s people.  They strayed from His 

path and He gave them all sorts of misery.  At the end of the 

chapter, He promises that the dross shall be purged and Zion shall 

be redeemed. 

Chapter 2 describes the beginning of that redemption.  Verse 2 is 

translated, in part, as “in the last days”.  Biblical scholars agree 

that this phrase in the Old Testament refers not to the end times 

described in Revelations but, instead, to the time of the Redeemer, 

God’s anointed one, Jesus. 

Verse 2 continues with a promise that the temple shall be raised up 

(both literally and figuratively) and (verses 3 & 4) people will 

come from far and wide to learn God’s teachings and to walk in 

His paths.  “He will judge the nations and rebuke many people: 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears 

into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more”.  Or, in Elvis’ version: 

Well, I'm gonna lay down my sword and shield, (Where?) 

down by the riverside, 

Down by the riverside, down by the riverside 

I'm gonna lay down my sword and shield, (A-ha) down by 

the riverside 

I'm gonna study war no more 

 

I ain't a gonna study war no more, I ain't a gonna study 

war no more 



 
 

I ain't a gonna study war no more, I ain't a gonna study 

war no more 

I ain't a gonna study war no more, I ain't a gonna study 

war no more 

Chapter 5 ends this group of verses with an invitation to the people 

of Israel to come and walk in the Light of the Lord. 

Let us accept that invitation and go forth, walking in the Light of 

the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Caroling & Chili Dinner Tomorrow Night at 6:00pm 



 
 

Tuesday, December 20, 2016 

John 3:16-17 

 

These verses are so familiar that the power contained in them may 

be lightly glossed over or entirely muted. After all, the words are 

very broad and refer to large collective groups, like ‘the world’ and 

“whoever.” The individual disappears – being absorbed in the 

group. Without recognizing oneself as being in these groups, the 

meaning remains at a surface level. As children, we may have 

memorized these verses in Sunday school. That is a very good way 

to begin, but there is much more in John’s message. 

Moving to the personal, it is God who created each of us and 

initiated, or at least enabled, our relationship with the Divine. The 

relationship is founded on love and reconciliation. God starts out 

wanting, not condemnation, but union with each of us, individually 

and personally. John describes this foundation in terms of God’s 

love – desiring our eternal well-being. The focus is on helping us 

grow in love. This is manifested in God’s incarnation as a first 

century Jewish male living in Judea. These verses reveal the 

authority and validity of the words and deeds of Jesus. Because the 

foundation is divinely established and nurtured, belief in him as the 

Christ inexorably leads to everlasting life! The emphasis is on the 

positive.  

Lord, your love for me is more than I can imagine – how deep and 

wonderful! How truly great you are. Thank you for loving me and 

revealing yourself to me in Jesus Christ. Help me follow him and 

grow in love. Amen 

 



 
 

Wednesday, December 21, 2016 

 

Psalm 96 
 

 

 

 

Psalm 96 is a call for all the earth to recognize the majesty of the 

Lord. Today our world is very unstable and uncertain just as it was 

at the time this was written. The Lord shall judge his people 

righteously. Let all people and all nature praise the Lord. Hence he 

will come to judge and then take us to his heavenly city.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Thursday, December 22, 2016 

 

Isaiah 9:1-7 
 

 



 
 

Friday, December 23, 2016 

 

Luke 2:1-7 

 

Luke, in these verses, tells us of a story that we can relate to, in 

many ways, during our present time. A requirement to make a trip 

during what must have been a busy time of travel, the requirement 

to fulfill an undesired obligation, the challenge of dealing with an 

unexpected event, the frustration of trying to find a place to stay in 

a crowded and overbooked location at peak season. One can 

imagine the frustrations that Joseph must have felt in achieving the 

acts described in the simple words that Luke lays out in verses 1-5, 

and the terror he must have felt as Mary went into labor. After all, 

as we know from Mathew, an Angel had visited Joseph to tell him 

of the importance of this child and now the birth was happening 

without the support of close family (that we know of) while away 

from home. But think of the joy that he, as a new father, felt 

holding his firstborn son, the terror and fears quickly fading in the 

face of the miracle of birth. These events remind us that in some 

ways the past is like the present. We, as Joseph did, have to deal 

with frustrations imposed by obligations we may not wish to deal 

with, challenges that make us fearful, and events we cannot 

control. But oh the joy we can experience if we accept the 

blessings as they occur, if even only for a little while, and leave 

our frustrations go.  

Lord Jesus, as we approach our celebration of your arrival and the 

blessings you brought to your people, may we remember the 

reasons that we do this. Let us release the frustrations and stress 

we’ve built up as we have tried to make this the perfect holiday or 

the anger we’ve felt as we’ve groused about what has been unfair. 

May we allow these feelings to fade and trust in you.  Allow us to 

focus on following God’s will, as Mary and Joseph did, and find 

the joy that may be hidden amongst our fears. Amen    

           /zel/  great energy or 

           enthusiasm in pursuit  

           of a cause or an  

           objective. 

Synonyms:  passion, ardor, love, fervor, eagerness, intensity 

 

Zeal as it applies to human emotion is powerful. Take that 

idea and relate it to GOD-the creator of all the universe. 

Exponentially powerful!  The      creator passionately 

providing the ideal king for     the created.  The 

intense desire of GOD       to form an 

environment of end-      less peace. 

The fervor of our GOD who longs for us to see the great light.  

GOD has given us everything we need because that is GOD’s 

objective and the pursuit of this goal is never ending. 

 

So what of us?  Can we have a zeal to     pursue GOD that  

 

 

 

matches the zeal with which we are pursued?  What happens 

when we have eagerness for the same causes that GOD has? 

God sent Jesus to show us what this would look like as a 



 
 

Saturday, December 24, 2016 

Romans 8:37-39 

Christmas Eve Family Worship of Service at 5:30pm 

Food and Fellowship at 6:15pm 

Christmas Eve Traditional Worship of Service at 7:30pm 

 

 

“37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 

death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things   present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

These verses from Paul’s letter to the Romans contain one of the 

most comforting promises in all Scripture. Christians, from the 

very beginning, have had to face adversities in many forms: illness, 

slavery, persecution, imprisonment, and even death. 

Dealing with such challenges can cause even the most devoted 

follower of Christ to feel overwhelmed and even fearful that Christ 

has abandoned them in their most urgent time of need. 

But Paul exclaims and clearly explains that it is not possible for 

those who believe to become separated from Christ.  His birth, life, 

and death for us are proof of his unconditional and unconquerable 

love.  Nothing can separate us from Christ’s presence. 

God tells us how great his love is so that we can feel totally secure 

in him.  Love that is so great that on a night long ago he sent into 

the world a baby, born of a virgin named Mary who laid him in a 

Bethlehem manger and called him Jesus.  This chosen child, God’s 



 
 

only Son, the promised Messiah, would someday tell all the world 

the good news of their salvation. 

 Prayer: Almighty and loving God, thank you for sending 

us the gift of your only Son.  A gift of love so great that even in 

our darkest hour we can feel assured that there is nothing that 

can separate us from his presence.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Christmas Day 

December 25, 2016 

Colossians 1:15-20 

 

On this Christmas Day, we find our hearts bound together in the 

knowledge of God’s love for each of us and all of us. On this 

Christmas Day, we remember the profound love of God 

demonstrated in the birth of a small child, the Messiah – our 

Savior. It is an amazing thing to think of this human infant in terms 

that speak of the fullness of God, the first born of all creation, the 

one for whom all things are created. The language of the hymn 

found in this passage expands the love of an infant to the love of 

God’s plan for all creation. This is the child of redemption, the one 

sent to be our savior, redeemer and friend. On this joy filled day, 

may we join with all creation in giving thanks to God for the gift of 

his Son who demonstrated God’s love and grace to all and in joy 

proclaims our salvation. 

 

God of all creation, we lift our voices in thankful praise on this 

day in celebration of the birth of Jesus the Messiah: The one that 

gave the ultimate gift to us all – the sure knowledge of our being 

one in Christ and together the family of God. In joy we pray.  

Amen!  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a blessed, peaceful, joyous 

Christmas! 

 

 


