
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE  
December 24, 2016 

 

Prelude:                                 “What Child Is This”      R. Purvis 

While all things were in quiet silence, and night was in the midst of her swift course, 

thine Almighty Word, O Lord, leaped down out of thy royal throne, alleluia. 
 

Introit:              “Whisper! Whisper!” Jay Althouse 

  

Call to Worship   
Leader: Can one night make such a difference? Can one star outshine all others? 

People: Can one baby change a world? Yes, a thousand times yes! 

Leader: On a night like this night, with stars shining so bright, one birth changed 

the world. 

People: Yes, even this night, hope springs afresh, joy leaps in every song, 

forgiveness sets loose new possibilities, love flows from every heart. 

Leader: Can one night make such a difference? 

All: Yes, a thousand time yes! Let us worship! 
 

*Hymn  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Hymnal #133 
 

*Prayer of Adoration 

People: Loving God, deep in the night, when all the world had locked the 

doors on love and closed the shutters on hope, you pierced the 

darkness with Light and a baby’s cry. Never again shall we be alone. 

No more shall we sit in fear. For Christ, the Light of the World and of 

our lives, is born. God of angels and babies, open us once again to this 

miracle, this wonder that you became one with us. Let the angels sing 

for us; let the star shine for us; let the child smile at us -- here and now 

on this holy night.  Amen. 
 

*Welcome and Greeting, concluding with congregation singing first stanza of 

“Joy to the World” 
  Joy to the world! The Lord is come:  

  Let earth receive her King;  

  Let every heart prepare Him room, 

  And heaven and nature sing, 

  And heaven and nature sing, 

  And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

The Prophecy   Isaiah 9:1-7 
 

Hymn:                              “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”        Hymnal #129

  

The Birth of Jesus  Luke 2:1-7 

 

Solo: “Mary Did You Know” M. Lowry & B. Greene 

Martha Lenocker, Soprano 
 

The Angels Appear to the Shepherds  Luke 2:8-14 
 

Hymn: “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” Hymnal #118 
 

The Shepherds go to Bethlehem  Luke 2:15-20 
 

Choir:         “Hurry, Hurry Yonder” Douglas Wagner 
 

The Visit of the Magi  Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Hymn:      “We Three Kings” (vs. 1,2 & 5) Hymnal #151 
 

Message   “Glory to God”  
 

Choir:    “A Christmas Prayer” Lloyd Larson 
 

The Christmas Prayer 

People: Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son, the 

Lord of the universe, wrapped in swaddling clothes, the Savior of all, 

lying in a manger. On this holy night draw us into the mystery of your 

love. Join our voices with the heavenly host that we may sing your 

glory on high. Give us a place among the shepherds that we may find 

the one for whom we have waited, Jesus Christ, the Messiah and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn:   “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Hymnal #119 
 

Congregational Candle Lighting and Silent Night  (in courtyard area) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 

 Round yon virgin mother and child! 

 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

 Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 

 Glories stream from heaven afar, 

 Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia 

 Christ, the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.” 
 

 Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

 Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 

 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 

 

Benediction 

 
******************** 
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