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So where are we in this Search for a New Pastor Process?  As mentioned last month, there is much work 
that cannot actually begin until the pulpit is officially "vacant."  However, a 5-person subcommittee from Ses-
sion has been identified and agreed to serve in the process of finding an individual to serve as interim/
temporary pastor for Faith. A liaison pastor from the Committee on Ministry has been identified to work with 
our church throughout the entire process and I have spoken with him.  He is very familiar with our church 
and is looking forward to assisting us in any way possible.  

By the time this issue is being read, the subcommittee should be about ready to start reviewing any Pas-
tor Information Forms (PIFs) that Presbytery has been collecting for us, of individuals well skilled in serving 
churches as "bridges" during this temporary period. Please keep them in your prayers and be patient — God 
knows who is the right person for Faith and our charge is to identify that person.  We will keep you informed 
as things happen.  

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES: 

 January 2.  Office is closed  

 January 16.  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  Office is closed  

 January 19.  Newsletter deadline  

Searching for a New Pastor   by Nancy Harber 

Preaching in January 

Jan 1.  Chris Lenocker 

Jan 8.  Michael Mudgett, Interim Executive Presbyter 

Jan 15.  Doug Nason 

Jan 22.  Jean Messerve 

Jan 29.  Mary Beck 
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This year’s generous Christmas Joy offering 
 

$2,089 
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By Kathie Baldwin,  
Preschool Director 

Some of the children have been interested in snakes. They’ve read 
stories and learned a lot about the slippery critters.  Ms. Kim 
brought her snake to the playground for all the children to look at 
and hold, if they wanted to.  She shared information about the 
snake too.  Charlie was happy to hold the snake, being very gen-
tle. 
 
 
The preschool had another charity event this year with the gifts 
going to Rady’s Children’s Hospital in honor of Charley McMa-
hon.  Charley was in the toddler class last year.  Over the summer 
she was diagnosed with leukemia.  The gifts collected will be 
given to children that have to spend Christmas in the hospital. 
This is a learning opportunity for the preschoolers; they are learn-
ing to think about others.  It is hard to purchase a toy then give it 
away. 
 

 
 
 
One of the parents in the Bee 
class brought graham crackers, 
frosting, and a variety of candies 
to make gingerbread houses. 
They used a small milk carton for 
stability of the house. It was hard 
for the children to not eat the 
frosting and decorations. Each 
house was a unique creation 
which they took home to their 
families. 
 

Once again this year I read the Christmas story as told by the grumpy innkeeper, to each class.  Then 
each child got to unwrap a piece of the nativity and put it in the stable. This is one of my favorite 
Christmas traditions. 

May you have: 
            The gladness of Christmas, which is hope, 
                        The spirit of Christmas, which is peace, 
                                    The heart of Christmas, which is love. 
I wish you a blessed Christmas and a New Year full of possibilities. 
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Sunday School Happenings        by Emilia Modrušan 

In early December the children tried on 
the various costumes as they prepared for 
the Family Service on Christmas Eve: 
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O Come  
let us adore him 
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Congregational Life 

Financial Report 
of Monthly Pledges 

Budgeted: $34,267 $34,267 

Actual: $38,921  $36,995  

October November 

On December 11th, we welcomed  
Derrick Harvey into membership! 

Pledge Envelopes and Year End    
Contribution Statements 

 

New envelopes for 2017 contributions will be 
available on January 1.  Contribution statements 
for 2016 giving will be available on January 15, 
2017.  Pledge forms for 2017 are still available in 
the office.  If you have questions about envelopes 
or statements, please contact Beverly Martyn. 

The Deacon  
TLC birthdays  
this month are: 
 
January 6 - Marion Abbott  

January 22 - Michael Flynn  

January 30 - June Milenaar 

We only mention birthdays of our TLC group 
and not all members of the church . 
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From the Deacons by Joan Madler 

Occasionally there is some confusion about payment for the flower bouquets and 
the Deacon fund does not receive a check. From now on would you please attach 
the payment to the pink slip you give to Lou for wording in the bulletin for the 
bouquet. Checks should be made out to Faith Presbyterian Church with “Deacons” 
written on the memo line. Thank you. 

 
 
Also, from now on all Prayer Quilt requests should be 
made to the church office or to Marilyn Helkenn. Marilyn 
will be taking over as chairman of Prayers & Squares. 
 
My thanks to all the Deacons for their continuing dedication to being the hands of 
our Lord in ministering to those who need our love and care. 

 

 

Many thanks to Jill Gustafson for creating another successful craft fair.  
There’s nothing like giving (or getting) a handmade Christmas gift! 



9 

This year’s concert combined the 
talents of two churches:   

Faith Pres and  
Ascension Lutheran  

plus a string ensemble and flute. 
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How does one say good bye 
after 21 years. You all have 
been a blessing to Martha 

and me as we have served Jesus in this place and in this 
community. You have helped shape our faith and given us so 
much care and love. You will always be part of our lives and 
everything we do from now on will be influenced by our time 
together.  

You have given us permission to enter into your lives and 
we cherish those experiences. You have reached out to us 
and loved us in difficult times and shown us what God’s 
grace and love look like in the real world. We have truly ex-
perienced the promise of God’s Kingdom here and now.  

We will continue to keep you in prayer and we covet your 
prayers for the next season of our lives. We will pray God 
gifts you with a pastor that can love you as much as you will 
love them. We know there is someone special that God has 
in mind to serve you in the next season of FPC’s ministry and 
life. Blessings always! 

Shalom, 
Chris and Martha 

 
p.s. – the celebration on December 11 has anchored all of you in our hearts and we will cherish 
that event always. 
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by Joan Madler 
  

  
 As we approach 2017, it appears it will be a 
year of change and uncertainties in so many direc-
tions. Will there be peace in the Middle East at long 
last? What’s Cuba’s future look like? Will President 
Trump be the Trump we saw and heard during his 
campaign or will it be the more reasonable President- 
Elect Trump? Will the Charger Football team stay in 
San Diego or move to L.A.? With new leadership at 
Faith Presbyterian Church what will God’s will be 
for us? And for me will I manage to do all the things 
that a major move requires, especially when San 
Diego has been my home for almost 50 years? With 
the move to NH in May there is the joy of living near 
my daughter and granddaughters and friends I’ve 
made there, but there is also deep sadness as I move 
so far away from San Diego friends of so many years 
and far away from my Canadian family. 
 As we anticipate the coming year we also 
need to remember the joys and sorrows of the past 
year and be grateful for them. To help us with all of 
the above the following are 20 Truths to Remember 
that may help shape the year ahead. 

  
1. Faith is the ability to not panic. (Personally some 

days my faith is just not strong enough to 
prevent the panic) 

2. If you worry, you didn't pray. If you pray, don't 
worry. (It’s also been said that worrying is 
praying to the devil) 

3. As a child of God, prayer is kind of like calling 
home every day. (How great to remember 
that) 

4. Blessed are the flexible, for they shall not be bent 
out of shape. 

5. When we get tangled up in our problems, be still. 
God wants us to be still so He can untangle 
the knot. (When there is so much to do it’s 
really hard to be still) 

6. Do the math. Count your blessings. (And there is 
an abundance of blessings to be counted) 

7. God wants spiritual fruit, not religious nuts. (That 
made you smile, didn’t it) 

8. Dear God: I have a problem. It's me. (And that’s 
the truth) 

9. Silence is often misinterpreted, but never mis-
quoted. 

10.  Laugh every day, it's like inner jogging. (This I 
usually manage!) 

11. The most important things in your home are 
the people. (One of the reasons for moving, 
the people have left) 

12. Growing old is inevitable, growing up is optional. 
(And some of us never do grow up.) 

13. There is no key to happiness. The door is always 
open. (Praise the Lord) 

14. A grudge is a heavy thing to carry. (And some-
times hard to throw away.) 

15. He who dies with the most toys is still dead. 
(Hopefully someone else gets to play with the 
toys) 

16. We do not remember days, but moments. Life 
moves too fast, so enjoy your precious mo-
ments. (Over and over and over again) 

17. Nothing is real to you until you experience it; oth-
erwise, it's just hearsay. 

18. It's all right to sit on your pity pot every now and 
again. Just be sure to flush when you are 
done. (Don’t forget to flush) 

19. Surviving and living your life successfully re-
quires courage. The goals you're seeking 
require courage and risk-taking. Learn from 
the turtle, it only makes progress when it 
sticks out its neck. (Interesting thought, eh?) 

20. Be more concerned with your character than 
your reputation. Your character is what you 
really are, while your reputation is merely 
what others think you are. 

                             - Author Unknown 

(A helping of words) 
Food for Thought ! ?  

Hmmmmm... 

(Continued) 



Pew View  Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint 
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I don’t do New Year’s Resolutions. I 
don’t have a “Bucket List,” and until I heard the 
following song I’m not sure I thought much 
about dreaming. I’ve pretty much just tried to 
get through one day at a time without messing 
up too badly.  

However let’s add number 21 to the list of 
things for us to remember in the challenges of 
the New Year. Let us Dream. 

 
Dream 

Tell me who hasn’t felt lost when you’re not 
where you thought you ought to be. 

Tell me who hasn’t felt discouraged by their  
reality. 

Tell me who hasn’t walked a thousand miles 
just to find they’ve gone the wrong way. 

Tell me who hasn’t thought tomorrow was just 
another day. 

But I’m telling you. 

The tide is gonna turn 

The doors will open when you finally learn 

You should dream. 

Let your wishes take wing. 

Close your eyes, feel your heart’s desire, 

Hold on tight and set the world on fire. 

Be the living reason for all to see, 

You should dream. 

So in 2017, may all your dreams come 
true and let us pray for peace and justice 
throughout the world as it says in Colossians 
3:15:  

Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. 

 
 

Christmas Day is past.  Boxes, bags, wrappings 
are set for recycle.  Needles begin to fall from the 
tree; candles grow shorter, but the Season of Christ-
mas continues for twelve more days — until January 
6. 

Donors of gifts may expect some acknowledge-
ment or a “Thank you,”  The gift may be displayed 
or worn.  In the Twelve Days of Christmas, recipi-
ents could accept the challenge to look beyond the 
gift.  “Look not so much to the gift, as to the spirit it 
is given.” (RLS) 

Consider the sweaters Aunt Mary knitted for each 
of her nieces.  Each sweater is in a package, but per-
haps the spirit of the gift was “this is a gift with a 
hug every time you wear it.”  The cost of supplies 
and time spent is small compared with the spirit of 
the gift, which is beyond price.  The gift is far more 
than a sweater. 

Acknowledgement of a gift received might be a 
few words by note, phone call, e-mail or a spoken 
“Thank you.”  Acknowledgement of the gift of the 
Babe had been done in many ways: songs, plays, 
gatherings for celebrations of this Day.  God gave the 
Babe on the first Christmas.  God offers gifts of op-
portunities and challenges each day—not things, but 
blessings for living.  Each day is a gift to love living 
and to live lovingly. 

 
God, may we use the gifts You offer so that… 

 Your Love reflects on our deeds 

 Your Peace shines in our words 

 Your Healing lives in our touch. 
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Each of us guards a gate of 
change that can only be 
opened from the inside. 
 

            – Marilyn Ferguson 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH: 


