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So where are we now?  Well, the Interim Pastor Search Committee has met twice, reviewed a lot 
of information about interim ministry and how it helps a church in this transition time.   
 
Kate Cameron has been elected chair of the committee and Bonnie Koehler will serve as secretary. 
Other members of the committee are Sue Razzaia, Steve Wood and Rich Volkert.  Nancy Harber 
will continue to staff the committee, staying in close touch with the Presbytery’s Committee on   
Ministry.   
 
A position description has been written, approved by Session, and is ready for sharing with the 
candidates.  Session has also approved a salary range for negotiation by the committee. The   
committee has already received several PIFs (Pastor Information Forms) and will start listening to 
some of them preach within the next several weeks. This is an exciting time for all of us, especially 
since we realize this is the first step on that journey toward calling a permanent pastor.   
 
Please continue to keep this committee in your prayers. 

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES: 

 February 20.  Presidents Day. Office is closed  

 March 1.  Ash Wednesday  

 March 12.  Daylight Savings Time begins 

 April 16.  Easter  

 May 19-21.  Women’s Retreat 

INTERIM PASTOR SEARCH UPDATE  by Nancy Harber, Clerk of Session 

Preaching in February 
Feb. 5.  Doug Nason 

Feb. 12. unfilled at time of publication 

Feb. 19.  Mary Beck   

Feb. 26.  Mary Beck 

Phone Issues 
Because of recent issues with the phone 
system, the best way to contact the church 
is through email (office@fpsd.org). 
 

For pastoral care contact Mary Beck. 
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Ever Wonder…about the King James Version of the Bible? 
By David Helkenn 
 

When the reign of King James I began in 1603, various English Bible translations competed for recog-
nition and dominance among the various Christian factions in England. The Reformation and counter-
Reformation were in full swing. The proliferation of the printing press enabled translators to publish and 
disseminate their versions more widely – complete with their theological perspectives.  Henry VIII’s Eng-
land was Catholic. His son, Edward VI, under the influence of Thomas Cranmer (Archbishop of Canter-
bury) favored the Protestant interpretation. After Edward’s death at age 17 in 1553, Mary Tudor forcibly 
returned England to Catholicism, only to have Elizabeth reestablish Protestantism when she assumed the 
crown in 1558. So, adding political turmoil to the mix, Elizabeth’s successor James I, decided he had to do 
something about the religious conflicts of his day. 

Many scholars translated the Bible into English, beginning with John Wycliffe in the 14th century. 
Relatively quickly after that, the Tyndale Bible, the Coverdale, Matthews, Luther, Geneva (the first to use 
chapter and verse numbers, and favored by Presbyterians,) the Great Bible for Henry’s Church of England, 
and the Bishops Bible (authorized by Elizabeth I) populated the religious landscape and vied for dominance. 
Tyndale, the Geneva, and Luther translations used the ancient Greek and Hebrew sources, while others like 
the Coverdale and Douay-Rheims translations used earlier English or the Vulgate translations respectively. 
In short, it was a mess – at least James I thought so. 

James became king after Elizabeth died in 1603. During his first year, he sought to standardize the 
English version of the Bible. He gathered 54 Biblical scholars from Oxford and Cambridge. He gave them 
the job of coming up with a single authoritative translation for use throughout England. The 54 first devel-
oped principles to guide the translation process. Included was the principle of following the Bishops Bible 
whenever possible. Although many other translations were referenced, the theological positions of the 
Church of England were to be preferred. This meant that translating the Greek word “Presbyter” into 
“Priest” was to be preferred to the equally correct “Elder.”  And “Church” was to be used instead of the 
equally acceptable alternative “Congregation” for “Ecclesia.” 

The 54 scholars were divided into six teams of nine and the sources were divided among them. Each 
team shared their work with the other teams. In addition, once the agreed upon translation of the 54 was fin-
ished, other scholars from other traditions and denomina-
tions helped edit the final product. James I  “authorized” 
the final version in 1611. It has enjoyed a very wide and 
lengthy history. Being such a widely collaborative transla-
tion, its solid reputation and influence are well deserved. 

Myth: Shakespeare refers to the King James Version sev-
eral times in his plays. 

Fact: Probably not, since Shakespeare died in 1616. He 
had access to the Geneva and Tyndale Bible which 
contained many well-known English phrases such as 
“Let there be light.” (Gen. 1:3);                               
“Salt of the earth”  (Matt. 5:13); and                              
“A law unto themselves” (Rom. 2:14.) 

Myth: The King James Version is a new translation on its 
own. 

Fact: No it’s not. About 80% of the KJV is directly trace-
able to Tyndale through the Bishops Bible. 
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Prayers & Squares 
By Joan Madler 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the Dea-
cons Fund. This, plus individual donations to the 
Prayer Quilt ministry, have made it possible for us 
to give 31 prayer quilts to family and friends and 5 
prayer squares. Without your help we could not 
continue this special ministry bringing hope and 
healing to so many. 
 

Special thanks to Marilyn Helkenn, my go-to per-
son for help and to Beverly Martyn, Susan Gonza-
les, and Barbara Williams for their continued sup-
port in the making of the quilts and prayer squares. 

The thank-you notes we receive express just how much the lives of the recipients of them are touched. 

Thank You! 
 To the Deacons at Faith Presbyterian church and to all the members of the congregation who’ve 

been so kind and generous to me these past 16 years. 

 There simply is no way I can thank you enough, but know that I am truly grateful! Your gifts have 

brightened my days in this difficult place. 

 Special thanks to Clara Brown, Laurie Rodriguez, Kathy Hays, Joan Madler, and Beverly and Har-

old Martyn for their monetary gifts which paid for my tablet, and the books and music that I was able to 

download onto it. I am so enjoying the tablet. It’s perfect! 
 I wish Faith all my love and best wishes to you all. Again THANK YOU. 
 

                                                                                                                  Jim Simonton 

 

RECYCLABLES 
Thanks to all of you who have been donating empty aluminum 
cans and plastic bottles. Please check to see that all cans and 
plastic bottles show a refund amount.  These are the only items 
that will be a source of revenue. 
 

The donation bins are located just inside the right-hand doorway to the kitchen. 
The money goes toward Deacon ministries (PUM and MOM) 
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By Kathie Baldwin,  
Preschool Director 

Some of you have asked me how Charley McMahon is doing.  Charley was diagnosed with leu-
kemia last summer and unable to return to school in the fall.  She is still receiving chemo treatments. 
In March she will begin the maintenance phase of her treatment.  Her parents are hoping she will be 
able to return to school in March maybe 1-2 days a week to see how her body reacts to the germs that 
inhabit the preschool.  Please continue to pray for Charley. 

 
In honor of Charley the preschool December charity project was for Rady Children’s Hospital.   

Families donated games to be given to the children that had to spend the holidays in the hospital.      
Everyone was so very generous; the gifts completely filled the back of a van.  Teachers read books and 
had discussions about helping others during the month.  The project leader, Annie Burnham, took some 
of the donations into each class and the children were able to fill the bags with the donated games. 
Many children gave the game a hug as a way of sharing their love for whomever received the gift.  
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In the Sunflower room when the children were at circle they started commenting on their shoes and 
how they were alike and different than their friends.’   The teachers followed the children’s interest 
and a shoe curriculum developed.   
 
 
Each child put one of their shoes in 
the middle of the circle so everyone 
could see them.  The children spent a 
lot of time looking for similarities 
and differences.  This is a math 
(sorting by common features) and 
reading skill (eyes focusing on shoes 
to compare them).  Then the teacher 
made a chart of the features the chil-
dren had named, “How many shoes 
had Velcro closures and how many 
did not?”  (more math skills).  

The ultimate measure of a man [or woman] is not where he [she] stands in moments of comfort and 
convenience, but where he [she] stands at times of challenge and controversy.     Martin Luther King 
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Congregational Life 

Financial Report 
of Monthly Pledges 

Budgeted: $34,267 $34,267 

Actual: $36,995  $31,446 

November December 

Contribution Statements 
 

Contribution statements for 2016 are 

available in the office for those who have 

not picked them up.  Please be sure to 

carefully review your statement and con-

tact Beverly Martyn if you have any 

questions.  The 2016 file will be closed 

after February 15.  No statement 

changes can be made after that date. 

PLEASE PAY YOUR PER CAPITA ! 
 

2017 Per Capita Assessment is $6,775.71 
 
The Break Down: 
 

Presbytery $4,695.36 

Synod 572.85 

General Assembly 1,507.50 
Total Assessment $6,775.71 
 
When the church does not collect Per Capita from 
its members, the shortfall is paid for out of the gen-
eral fund. 
 
Assessment History: 
 

Year    Assessment    Collected Short Fall 

2016 $6,512.24 $3,369.90 $3,142.34* 

2015  6,764.00  3,33 0.00  3,434.00 * 

2014  6,918.00  3,907.00  3,011.00 * 
2013  6,798.00  3,825.00  2,973.00 * 
 

(*Paid from the General Fund)  
 
   Respectfully submitted, 
   Ron Gonzales, Treasurer 
 

The Tree of Life 

Birth:  

January 23 ‒  Elizabeth Rose Wood 
  Parents: Steve & Briana Wood 
           
 

Elizabeth 

 

 



It Matters! 
 

By Flower Harvey 

Many of you know about (and several of you visit) our church website.  But I’ll bet most of you 
have no idea what an effective tool it is.  Its current configuration was created by Howard Harvey.  
He still maintains it on an administrative level, which gives him access to its effectiveness. 

Since the site was launched in 2014, there have been 40,526 views, with 207 comments.  
That translates to around 1300 views per month!  It is not only seen in the U.S., but also in Can-
ada, South America, Europe and Asia. 

While these are impressive figures, we could acquire more followers if we constantly posted 
more up-to-date news.  It’s important to let people know that we are a thriving and busy church 
with a lot to offer.  

What would be most helpful is if more of you would write up a brief description of whatever it 
is that you are involved with—like participating in 
Women’s Bible Study, being involved in the Hot 
Dog Stands, belonging to Presbyterian Women, 
what you experience as a Deacon, or what it was 
like to be a part of VBS, the fun of the family camp-
out, or participating in the 48-hour Prayer Room  
Those are just a few examples.  You can then give 
your write-up to Lou for posting.  And digital pictures 
are most welcome! 

It is just as important to remove information 
about activities that are past, or at least reword 
them so they’re in the past tense.  A quick phone 
call or email to the office or to Emilia or Sarah with 
that information is all it would take. 

This is an on-going effort that requires just a little bit from a whole lot of us.  Who knows, this 
could be the way we attract another Joe Huffaker (yes, it was through the website that he discov-
ered this church). 

Another important tool is the Newsletter.  Yes, this thing you are reading now.  It not only 
keeps us connected as a congregation, but whenever a visitor stops by, it can provide valuable 
information about what we have to offer.  Think about students from SDSU, people from the sur-
rounding neighborhood, as well as parents of the pre-school kids.  So don’t forget to submit those 
write-ups to the Newsletter as well.  Just tell Lou if it’s for both 

As Bonnie Koehler so aptly put it for the Building Program:   
We’re not GOING...we’re GROWING! 

Let’s not lose sight of that. 

7 



8 

The Deacon TLC birthdays this month are: 

February 12 - Lenore Lindsay  

February 13 - Herb Christ 

February 15 - Jean Bruha 

We only mention birthdays of our TLC group and not all members of the church . 

May 19-21 
Women of the Church—save the dates! 

Our Flower Calendar, which is located in the Narthex, has several Sundays 
open for submitting flowers in remembrance of a loved one or to celebrate 
a birthday or other special event. 
 
As for the cost of $65.00 you can certainly split the cost with another person 
who would like to share the flowers.  
 
Contact me if you have any questions. 
       Thank You 
      Sharon Cameron, Flower Chair 

Women’s Retreat—Prince of Peace Abbey 
Led by Mary Elva Smith 
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by Joan Madler 
  

  
 With my impending move, Flower is helping 
me to continue to submit Reflections for the newslet-
ter.  She is going through those I’ve written in previ-
ous years for me to tweak for todays’ newsletters. 
This is the one she suggested for this month – newer 
versions of the 10 commandments. 
 
The 10 Commandments from our Southern Friends 

(1) Just one God  

(2) Put nothin' before God  

(3) Watch yer mouth  

(4) Git yourself to Sunday meetin'  

(5) Honor yer Ma & Pa  

(6) No killin'  

(7) No foolin' around with another fellow's gal.  

(8) Don't take what ain't yers  

(9) No tellin' tales or gossipin'  

(10) Don't be hankerin' for yer buddy's stuff  

Now that's plain an' simple.  
Y'all have  nice day now ya hear!  
And bless yer little heart. 

 

 I do like the simplicity! I wonder what God 
and Moses think of it? 
 
 The second  one is  entitled A Layman’s Ten 
Commandments for Today’s World. Unfortunately 
the Layman isn’t named. These are just as timely 
now as when it was first published.  It is perhaps 
even more timely for me with what is on my plate for 
the next couple of months. 
 
1. Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that you pull out 

when in trouble, but it is a "steering wheel" that 
directs the right path throughout. 

2. So why is a car's WINDSHIELD so large and the 
rear view mirror so small? Because our PAST is 
not as important as our FUTURE. So, Look 
Ahead and Move on. 

3. Friendship is like a BOOK. It takes few seconds 
to burn, but it takes years to write. 

4. All things in life are temporary. If going well, 
enjoy it, they will not last forever. If going 
wrong, don't worry, they can't last long either. 

5. Old Friends are Gold! New Friends are Dia-
mond! If you get a Diamond, don't forget the 
Gold! Because to hold a Diamond, you always 
need a Base of Gold! 

6. Often when we lose hope and think this is the 
end, GOD smiles from above and says, "Relax, 
sweetheart, it's just a bend, not the end! 

7. When GOD solves your problems, you have faith 
in HIS abilities; when GOD doesn't solve your 
problems HE has faith in your abilities. 

8. A blind person asked St. Anthony: "Can there be 
anything worse than losing eye sight?" He re-
plied: "Yes, losing your vision!" 

9. When you pray for others, God listens to you and 
blesses them, and sometimes, when you are safe 
and happy, remember that someone has prayed 
for you. 

10. WORRYING does not take away tomorrow's 
TROUBLES, it takes away today’s PEACE. 

 Because the layman’s version doesn’t espe-
cially correlate to the original 10 Commandments in 
Exodus, I would suggest a name change to some-
thing like “Ten Suggestions For Living in Today’s 
World.” As I reread them I still like the image of 
prayer as a steering wheel, friendship as a book and 
old friends as gold. I totally agree that old friends are 

(A helping of words) 
Food for Thought ! ?  

Hmmmmm... 

(Continued) 



Pew View  Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint 
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gold but am also looking forward to some dia-
monds to join the gold.  How wise to look ahead 
and move on, remembering that all things in life 
are temporary, both the good and the difficult. 
Can we, when we lose hope, think that God is 
smiling and saying, “Relax, it’s not the end”? 

  For me – sometimes yes, but sometimes 
it’s really hard. Wouldn’t it be a blessing to 
think that God actually has faith in us to solve 
our problems with His help? How often does 
worry about tomorrow take away today’s 
peace? These days there are so many things to 
worry about I’m finding it really does take away 
my peace. However when the worry gets out of 
hand I talk to God and Matora. With her reas-
surance that I’m doing OK it’s a lot easier to 
think that God may actually have faith in me to 
solve my problems.  

 And the one I still particularly like the 
best is number 9. How wonderful that God lis-
tens and blesses others when we pray for them 
and how grateful we should be when we are 
safe and happy because someone has prayed for 
us. Without the prayers of my friends I’d be a 
mess and certainly not feeling safe and happy. 
Thank you God for listening to all our prayers. 

 Perhaps the layman’s 10, more correctly 
relates to the two laws Jesus expressed as writ-
ten in this paraphrase in the  “The Message”: 

  "Love the Lord your God with all your 
passion and prayer and intelligence." This is 
the most important, the first on any list. But 
there is a second to set alongside it: 'Love oth-
ers as well as you love yourself.' These two 
commands are pegs; everything in God's Law 
and the Prophets hangs from them." 

 
 

 

Christmas Season is past.  Carols were sung, gifts 
exchanged, the tree is gone, decorations and wreaths 
are stored.  Gifts received have been acknowledged, 
displayed, and perhaps even worn. 

But wait.  God’s gift to us is the Christ Child.  
When a person or system comes to a household or 
workplace, changes happen in daily plans, personal 
routines and long range arrangements. 

The shepherds did not keep silent.  They returned 
to their responsible task “glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen.”  The Wise Men fol-
lowed the star until they found the Child.  After wor-
shipping and leaving gifts, they “left for home by 
another road.” 

Christmas Season is past; now it is Ordinary 
Time.  There are no special church celebrations, 
which is why it is called ordinary.  “Where do we go 
now?” and “what are we supposed to do?” 

The following is probably fiction, but the answer 
to these questions was quite new to me and a surprise 
as well. 

When a young person visited an older friend, 
these questions were asked—where to go and what to 
do.  Reply was something like this:  “Everyone must 
find that out for themselves.”  Continuing, “You have 
heard some of the answers in the Bible:  What does 
the Lord require…” they repeated the scripture to-
gether.  “You should love the Lord…”  Again, they 
repeated the verse. 

The young person felt restless.  “I would like some 
specific directions.  I wish God would send me an 
email or road map and itinerary.” 

I think I have read some more recent directions for 
living that are consistent with these thoughts: 

“Life is like a ten speed bike.  Most of us have 
gears we never use.”  - Charles Schultz 

“Our lives begin to end the day we are silent about 
things [issues] that matter.  - MLK 

“The voice of conscience is so delicate it is easy to 
stifle; but it is so clear it is impossible to mistake.”    
- Madame de Staël (1766-1817) 

“There is a loftier ambition than merely standing 
high in the world.  It is stooping down and lifting 
mankind a little higher.” - Henry Van Dyke 
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“Step out of the history 
that is holding you back.  
Step into the new story 
you are willing to create.”   
            – Oprah Winfrey 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH: 


