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Pastor’s Ponderings
   The final Sunday of this liturgical year on the 26th 
is Christ the King in which we’re reminded of Whose 
we are and Who we follow and serve.  In this month 
of counting our blessings and lifting up thanksgiving 
to God in word and deed, we begin the month with our 
Mission Faire, remembering and seeing our connection 
to and support for the Gospel of Jesus Christ touching 
lives around the world.
   Stewardship Commitment Sunday is on the 12th, the 
same day as our delicious annual ice cream sundae fest!  
In the current uncertainty of our world, it is the perfect 
time to rekindle the fires of giving to your church home. 
It is an expression of gratitude for God’s blessings in 
your life. It is a statement of faith recognizing that God is 
the source and sustainer of life. You are bearing witness 
to others about God’s call on your life. 
   In the Old Testament, the harvest was something cel-
ebrated in a communal context with the Festival of Har-
vest. It was a joy and privilege to share God’s blessings 
with those in the community. Pledging is similar in our 
church today, when we have the opportunity to celebrate 
God’s bounty. We also pledge because it keeps us ac-
countable. In our hurried lives, God ends up further down 
the list of priorities. But God deserves the first fruits of 
our labor. Pledging helps us pray, re-prioritize, and com-
mit to God’s purposes and then gives us a chance to live 
into them with the support of the community of faith. For 
practical purposes, pledging helps your church leaders 
set the budget for the coming year. We desire to be good 
stewards and trust God to help us live out His vision. 

   Why do we exhort believers to tithe?  Tithing 
is a biblical principle that indicates a disciple’s 
willingness to put God first. Tithing is a spiritual 
discipline – you are tangibly expressing your faith 
in God through your giving. Does God come first 
or last? Your giving supports the ministries of our 
church home, but your giving comes from the re-
alization you are a servant of God – but more than 
that – a child of God. To maintain our fervor and 
passion for God, we need to keep the fire of giv-
ing alive.  We need to keep fanning into flame our 
gifts of proclamation so that we will never neglect 
God’s gifts to us.  
   In a season when giving is down and some may 
be anxious about the future of the congregation, it 
is helpful to remember God’s promises. Malachi 
3:10  “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so 
that there may be food in my house, and thus put 
me to the test, says the Lord of hosts; see if I will 
not open the windows of heaven for you and pour 
down for you an overflowing blessing.”  Proverbs 
3:9-10 “Honor the Lord with your substance  and 
with the first fruits of all your produce;  then your 
barns will be filled with plenty,  and your vats will 
be bursting with wine.”
   We all need encouragement in the area of devo-
tion in our spiritual lives. There are so many things 
that can extinguish the spiritual flame of giving. 
Yet, God promises amazing blessings for those 
who trust Him and have eyes to see what He is 
doing. Both the Old and New Testaments bear wit-
ness to the generous nature of our loving God. If 
we worry about whether we can afford to give – 
and, as a result, hold back resources intended for 
His ministry – we are saying God is not trustwor-
thy.  How we relate to money and possessions is 
important to God.  
   Luke 6:38: “give, and it will be given to you. A 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, run-
ning over, will be put into your lap; for the measure 
you give will be the measure you get back.”  2 Cor 
9:7-8 “Each of you must give as you have made up 
your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to 
provide you with every blessing in abundance, so 
that by always having enough of everything, you 
may share abundantly in every good work.”
Do not remember the former things, or consider the 
things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it 

springs forth, do you not perceive it?

Faithfully, Yours in Christ,
Pastor Gary

Isa. 43:18-19
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College Park Preschool

Kathie Baldwin, Director In OctOber there are hay bales 
and pumpkIns On the playgrOund 

fOr the chIldren tO explOre.

At some point, a pumpkin will get 
dropped and break open. Then there 
will be an exploration of the insides 

of the pumpkin.  In some of the class-
es, the teacher has brought in differ-
ent colored pumpkins.  The teachers 

have the children guess what color the 
pumpkin will be on the inside.  Most 

children hypothesize that the inside 
will be the same color as the outside.

One of the rituals 
at preschool is the 
“kissing pole”.  The children (with a teacher 
next to them for safety) climb onto the con-
crete base of the light pole that is next to the 
fence on the playground.  After the parent says 
goodbye, they exit the preschool and walk to 
the fence where their child is waiting.  It’s 
another opportunity to say goodbye and give 
their child another kiss.  This seems to be help-
ful to many children who are having a chal-
lenge parting from their parents.

Play dough is a very popular preschool 
staple.  It is can be played with by your-
self or with friends to create something 
together.  Manipulating play dough in 
your hands can be a very calming, relax-
ing activity.  I am drawn to the play dough 
table when I’m in a classroom.  I pick up 
a small piece and absent-mindedly mold it 
into a cube all the time observing what the 
children are doing with their play dough.

The pumpkins get transported around the play-
ground on bikes and wagons.  The boys using the 
wagon to haul pumpkins and animals took turns be-
ing the puller.  No one had to tell them to take turns 
they did it when the puller got tired. It is fascinating 
to watch as a child tries to pick up a second pumpkin 
while still holding the first 
one.  You can see the wheels 

turning in their head as they problem solve the 
situation moving their body into different po-
sitions to secure the first pumpkin while reach-
ing for the second one.
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This month kicked off 
a new year for Sunday 
School! We finished our 
year-long curriculum about Jesus’ life and are 
moving on to a new curriculum cycle. Paula 
Carmack taught this month and the kids had lots 
of fun. They did activities and crafts for stories 
like “Daniel in the Lion’s Den” and “The Boy 
Who Shared His Two Fish and Five Loaves.” 

Emilia Modrušan, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
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IN THIS CORNER
In the annual appeal for poinsettias 
in a Presbyterian church in Nevada, 
the request ended with “Please 
place your donation in the envelope 
along with the deceased person you 
want remembered.”

MARJ CARPENTER
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All Things Mission sTudy CoMMiTTee
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SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 12, 2017
7:00PM

Joe Rodriguez, Director

in  concert

San Diego

Harmony R
ingers MUSIC BY

J. S. Bach
K. Buckwalter

M. Joy
J. Kander

S. Karg-Elert
W. Payn

J. Rodriguez
A. Sherman

P. Tchaikovsky
M. L. Thompson

A. Vivaldi

Faith Presbyterian ChurCh
5075 CaMPanile Drive

san Diego, Ca 92115

(619) 582-8480

Free Will OFFering

   Mission Study Update. The Mission Study Committee is within a few weeks of completing its 
study and profile of our congregation. We’ve received wonderful and timely help along the way, 
for which we’re greatly appreciative.
   In the meantime, the results of the Discovering Your Church’s Next Step seminar, held   Sep-
tember 9th, are now available on the church’s website. While it is on the website, there aren’t any 
links to the page from within the site. You can get to only following this link: http://faithchurch-
sandiego.org/faith-presbyterian-mission-study/
   Going forward, expect follow up discussion groups, conversations, and opportunities for input 
and action on the six focus areas of interest from the seminar. (Unsure what these are?  Follow 
the link!). The first area we’ll pick up is Children. Expect to see more on this in upcoming weeks.

A Merry Prank of Till Eulenspiegel
Joe Rodriguez

All That Jazz
John Kander from the musical Chicago

arr. for handbells by Nicholas A. Hanson

Allegro (Concerto in A Minor for 2 Violins)
Antonio Vivaldi / J. S. Bach

transcribed for handbells by Joe Rodriguez
Appassionata

Michael Joy
Fugue in G Minor (The Little)

J. S. Bach

Laudation
Arnold B. Sherman

Marche (Nutcracker Suite)
P. Tchaikovsky, arr. William Griffin

Nocturne in A Minor
Karen Buckwalter

Peace Like a River
arr. Joe Rodriguez

Pinnacle
William Payn

Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals
Sigfrid Karg-Elert

arr. for handbells by Andrea Handley
Tarantella

arr. Martha Lynn Thompson

- - - MuSic For The concerT - - -
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The
    Potato
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November 5th   Holiday Mission Fair (Faith Family Center, 11:00am)
   **November 5th      Daylight Saving Time Ends**
November 11th   Veterans’ Day  
November 12th   Stewardship Sunday’s Ice Cream Social (11:00am)
November 12th   San Diego Harmony Ringers Concert (Sanctuary, 7:00pm) 
November 15th   Hot Dog Stand (10am - 12noon)
November 17th   Movie Night (Fellowship Hall, 6:00pm)
November 23rd & 24th Church Office Closed (Thanksgiving)  

DATES TO REMEMBER
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SERMONS FOR NOVEMBER
November 5th Pastor Gary  The Best Seats             Matthew 23:1-12
November 12th  Pastor Gary  Ready and Waiting   Matthew 25:1-13
November 19th     Pastor Gary  Risky Business       Matthew 25:14-30 
November 26th   Pastor Gary  Compassionate Community    Matthew 25:31-46

  



Financial Report 09/30/17
   Envelope Offering for September 2017 was  $25,683.97
   Envelope Offering monthly budget 2017 is  $28,976.33 per month

   Have you paid your Per Capita?
   2017 Per Capita Assessment is $6,775.71
   Per Capita collected thru September was $3,814.00
   
   Mortgage Reduction  -  Our mortgage was reduced in the amount of $2,910.00
   which was given in the name of Herb Christ.                   
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY    Evelyn Meyer - 22nd

The cost is $65.00, however, you can certainly split the cost with some-
one else.  Give in honor, in celebration or in memory of a loved one. 
Complete the Bulletin Announcement and either mail / or e-mail back 
to the church office, at least one week before your offering date to 
get your intentions in the Sunday bulletin. Make the check payable to 
Faith Presbyterian Church, memo “flowers;” Attn Deacon Treasurer.

The Bell Choir is looking for help 
with replacing our music stands and 
foam pad covers.  Materials can be 
provided.  See Joe Rodriguez or 
Mary-Margaret Allen

Start the New Year with giviNg a lovelY 
Flower arraNgemeNt duriNg 2018.

the Flower Chart iS loCated iN the Narthex.

the Flower miNiStrY

are You haNdY with a Skill Saw or SewiNg maChiNe?
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a New aNNouNCemeNt From mouNt miguel CoveNaNt village

   In our last Newsletter, we shared with you an invitation from 
Mount Miguel Covenant Village Retirement Community, to come 
and visit their facilities and have a complimentary lunch.  We have 
worked out the date of Thursday, November 30 for the visit. This 
visit will tour primarily the independent living facilities there and 

is meant for those who might be considering such a move in the future.  There is no commitment 
required at this time.
   Mount Miguel has several different types of vans available, depending on the number of people 
and if there are any mobility issues to consider. The plan will be for MMCV to have their van at the 
church at 9:45am and return to the church by 2:00pm.
   Those interested in this tour should leave their name with the church office.  We must have in-
formation about the ability to climb steps onto the bus etc. 
Please respond to the office no later than November 17.

  This is a great opportunity to see an independent
retirement community before making a commitment
for the future. We hope you will take advantage of

this gracious offer from MMCV.

WITH JILL GUSTAFSON

2017
Christmas

Sunday, deceMber 3rd

Sign up for projects with Jill after church
or email her at jillegus@live.com.
Refreshments provided. 

CRAFT STUDIO

Magnet
Paper
Holders

Wax Aromatherapy Tablets
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righT aFTer church
FaiTh FaMily cenTer



The church has kitchen cooking utensils and event serving 
pieces that are no longer needed.  These items will be available 
for a donation in the family center.  The donated money will be 
used to purchase new items needed for the kitchen.

KITCH
EN

UTEN
SIL

S

AVAILABL
E

Contact Judy Lafferty
for further infornmation
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Mission Fair
Sunday, November 5th

   Faith Family Center 

Are you looking for a new way to experience the spirit of Christmas in your gift giving this year?  
Come visit the Holiday Mission Fair in the FFC on Sunday, November 5, after worship.  We will have a 
number of our local mission agencies with us to suggest donations that can be used as gifts for people, 
as well as many beautiful handmade crafts from other parts of the world available for purchase.  Come 

start your Christmas shopping early in a very meaningful way.
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive,

San Diego,  California  92115
619-582-8480

Free Will Offering  -  Reception After The Service

Sunday, December 17, 2017 - 7:00 p.m.

FEATURING
Faith Sanctuary Choir - Faith HandBell Ensemble - String Ensemble

Richard Seward, tenor 
and carol singing by you

Director of  Music Ministry/Organist - Joe Rodriguez

Concert of Christmas Music
Celebrating the Birth of Christ

Glory Be to God - J. S. Bach
Angels’ Carol - John Rutter

On Christmas Night - arr. Howard Helvey
The First Nowell - arr. Joe Rodriguez
The Infant Jesus - Dietrich Buxtehude
Christmas Medley - arr. Joe Rodriguez

Faith Sanctuary Choir
String Ensemble

- - - Program muSiC - - -
Mary, Did You Know? - Buddy Greene

arr. Douglas Wagner
Nativity Carol - Susan Neslon
Jubilance - Kevin McChesney

Faith Handbell Ensemble

On This Quiet Night - Melody Bober
Richard Seward, tenor



Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA  92115

(619)582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org

Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Gary J. Ziccardi
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck

Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez

Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Sunday School Director: Emilia Modrušan

         Youth and Family: Sarah Harvey
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin

Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig

Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT

MONTH 

NOV 
21

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor

jcr14@att.net

MaTThew 7:7

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA  92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


