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Pastor’s Ponderings
   Bright lights, parties, stores crowded with shoppers, 
cookies, candles and decorations all over the place.  Is 
this what Christmas means?  Rushing to make prepara-
tions for family gatherings and spending more than we 
can afford.  Is this what Christmas means?  These activi-
ties are the by-products of an event that occurred 2000 
years ago, but they do not represent the true meaning of 
Christmas. 
   15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 
of all creation; 16 for in him all things in heaven and on 
earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things 
have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself 
is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the be-
ginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. 19 For in him all 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through 
him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through 
the blood of his cross. (Col 1:15-20)
   This inspired Scripture from Paul’s letter to the saints 
and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae 
comes to us as well with words of reassurance and hope 
for our church family.  As parents prepare for the birth 
of children, getting their home and hearts and schedules 
ready for a precious new life, so too we eagerly prepare 
thoughout Advent for the day of our Savior’s birth to 
arrive.  Our church family and every orb of our lives 
originates in and for Jesus Christ!  In our often fractured 

and splintered world of pain, by faith we claim and 
meditate on the promise that in him all things hold 
together!  From the day we’re born, we know that 
our days are numbered and limited and that one 
day we’ll die.  But in Christ we have the promise 
that because he is the firstborn from the dead, we 
too shall also rise and know eternal life in Christ.  
In our relationships, some of which are broken and 
painful, we have the promise in Christ that God is 
pleased to reconcile to himself all things… making 
peace.  In our hearts, homes, and relationships, we 
give glory and praise to God for our Savior Jesus 
as he brings us his hope, peace, joy and love.
   We believe that God fulfilled a promise to send a 
Savior by coming to earth in human form through 
a child born in Bethlehem, a small town in both 
ancient and modern day Israel.  We believe that 
this person named Jesus taught us how to live by 
loving and caring for others, by giving to others 
without expectation of gifts in return.  We also be-
lieve when Jesus was executed by those who did 
not believe his message that he was God on earth, 
that he came back from death to show he has pow-
er over sin and death.  He now lives in our hearts, 
we who believe our mistakes and sins can be for-
given by God.  
   His presence affects the way we relate to others.  
A story I read illustrates this: An African boy lis-
tened carefully as the teacher explained why Chris-
tians give presents to each other on Christmas day.  
“The gift is an expression of our joy over the birth 
of Jesus and our friendship for each other,” she 
said.  When Christmas day came, the boy brought 
the teacher a seashell of lustrous beauty.  As she 
admired it, she asked the boy where he found such 
a beautiful shell.
   The youth told her that there was only one spot 
where such extraordinary shells could be found.  
When he named the place, a certain bay several 
miles away, the teacher was speechless.  As she 
exclaimed again how wonderful the gift was, she 
said to him, “You shouldn’t have gone all that way 
to get a gift for me.”
   His eyes brightened and he answered, “The 
long walk is part of the gift.”  The real meaning 
of Christmas is sharing the love of God that he 
shared at the birth of Jesus by going the extra mile 
for others.

Going the extra mile with you,
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Gary
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College Park Preschool

Kathie Baldwin, Director

The children in room 5 enjoy the small obstacle 
course set up in their classroom.  They are learning to 
balance as they walk on uneven surfaces and gaining 
confidence to jump off.  In the beginning, some chil-
dren need to hold onto a teachers hand and gradually 
can jump off on their own.  This kind of activity also 
helps child develop confidence in their ability to try 
new things.  Each time they master a new skill their 

self-confidence also grows.

The children are also learning to wait their turn 
to start on the obstacle course to finally get to 
jump off.  They are motivated to stay in line 
because they really want a turn to jump.  So 
much development is occurring in this activity 
and the children are having fun.

The teachers in room 3 set out pumpkin seeds and a graph with 20 
boxes.  The children placed one seed in each box and began counting. 
Some children counted all the way to 20 others got part way and then 
inserted numbers at random.  This is how children learn to count.  The 
2 children lined up their seeds differently.  The boy put his seeds in 
one row filling all 10 spots then started in the second row of 10.  The 
girl put one in the top row and one right under it in the second row.  
Both children ended up with 20 seeds on their card. Their special 
awareness was different; there is no right or wrong way to do this.

“We must adjust to changing times but still hold to unchanging principles.”        
                                                                       Jimmy Carter

reach.  One child asked, 
“What are these” and 
another child answered, 
“They’re the thing you use 
to clean the potty”.  The 
art studio teachers then 
told the children that these 
plungers have never been 
used in a potty, they are just 
for painting at preschool.

In the art studio the chil-
dren had an opportunity to 

paint with plungers.  It was 
out for a couple days with 
different paint colors each 

day adding more layers. 
The boy on the left wants 

to paint in the middle of the 
paper so he tried throwing 

it to get the plunger past his



Trunk or treat
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All Things Mission sTudy CoMMiTTee

The Mission Study Committee has finished its report of the congregation, entitled, “Caesura.” A 
caesura is a notation in literature and music where there is a break between phrases.  It’s sort of a 
time out in which time isn’t counted and where one catches a breath or prepares for the next seg-
ment. Similarly, in the life of our congregation, we find ourselves finishing one phase and begin-
ning another.  A time for reflection is appropriate.  Now, Session is reviewing the report.  Once 
it’s been approved, it will go to Presbytery for their approval and open the way for us to form 
the Pastoral Nominating Committee.  We have also prepared it as a tool for the congregation 
to use as we look to the future and where we feel called to go.  MSC has worked hard to make 
sure that the report faithfully and accurately reflects all of the inputs we received.  We are very 
grateful and appreciative for your patience, thoughtful comments, and support along the way! 

Many thanks to our Mission Study Commit-
tee for all the hard work they have done in 
putting together a report worthy of our con-
gregation showing where we have been and 
where we would like to go under God’s lead-
ership. 

Joe Huffaker, chair
Bonnie Koehler, Kathy Hays
Sharon Gehl, David Helkenn

Paula Carmack (not in picture)

Changes Coming to Contribution reCording
   The program I have been using for Contribution Statements will not 
be available after 2017.  The program is no longer available on my 
home computer.  So anyone with questions about this year’s pledge 
contributions will not get an instant answer.  Please continue to con-
tact me at home, and I will get the information as soon as possible.
   Contribution Statements for 2017 will be available by the middle 
of January as usual.
   For 2018 we will be using a new program.  Many members will 
receive new envelop(e) numbers.  Look for new envelops the first 
Sunday in January.  
   I will be learning a new program and sincerely hope there won’t be 
too many glitches.
   I am looking for an assistant to work with contributions as we 
transfer to the new program.  Knowledge of Windows 7 and 10 is 
desirable.
Beverly Martyn                                                             619-582-2186
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Mission
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December 3rd   Christmas Craft Studio (Faith Family Center, 11:00am)
December 6th, 13th, 20th   Children’s Advent Program (6:45pm)
December 6th, 13th, 20th   Vespers (7:00pm)
December 8th   Christmas Family Potluck (6:00pm) 
December 12th, 13th, 14th   Coffee Stands (8:00am - 12:oopm)
December 14th   Newsletter Deadline
December 16th   Choir Concert Rehearsal (Sanctuary, 8:30am)
December 17th   Nativity Display (Faith FamilyCenter 11:00am)
December 17th   Choir Christmas Concert (Sanctuary, 7:00pm)
December 24th   Christmas Eve Family Service (Sanctuary, 5:30pm)
December 24th   Christmas Eve Traditional Service (Sanctuary, 7:30pm)
December 25th   Church Office Closed (Christmas)  

DATES TO REMEMBER
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SERMONS FOR DECEMBER
December 3rd Pastor Gary  Watching for His Coming            Mark 13:24-37
December 10th  Pastor Gary  Getting Ready for Christmas   Mark 1:1-8
December 17th     Pastor Gary Are You Ready for Some Gossip?         John 1:6-8, 19-28 
December 24th   Pastor Gary  Jesus’ Dynasty of Grace                        2 Samuel 7:1-7, 16
December 24th     Pastor Gary  Home For Christmas      Luke 2:1-20

December 31st   Pastor Gary  Is It Time?   Kairos vs. Chronos    Luke 2:22-40

   

(Christmas Eve Service)

Financial Report 10/31/17
   Envelope Offering for October 2017 was  $50,221.45
   Envelope Offering monthly budget 2017 is  $28,976.33 per month

   If you have not returned your pledge card please do so.
   We received 55 Pledges that totaled $268,616.00!
   We are putting together the budget for 2018 and need to know what we have
   in the way of income from pledges.                  
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Laura Dutton - 12th

Marie Duffield - 25th

Clyde Barfield went home to be with 
the Lord on November 7th

Dear Faith family and friends,

   My son Dodd and I wish to thank 
everyone for all your prayers, cards, 
calls, notes, thoughts, and most espe-
cially for the beautiful prayer quilt, 
crafted by the Prayers and Squares 
ministry, tied with your prayer-
filled knots, and delivered by Marilyn 
Helkenn and Janet Sansom.  
   I miss being there with you in 
person and am looking forward to 
the day when my son’s health will be 
stable enough that I can once again 
join with you in worship and resume 
my pastoral care ministry visits. 
   In the meantime, please know 
that each of you are in my highest 
thoughts and prayers.
   May you be surrounded with deep 
Peace, Love, Joy, Hope and Faith as 
together we experience the wonder 
of Advent and all that it promises.

In His Service,
Mary Beck, CLP
Dodd Beck

Jim Simonton’s New Address
   CVSP, D10 - 21-2L,
   PO Box 2349,
   Blythe, CA 92226.

Christmas Joy Offering: Supporting Past, Present, and Future Leaders

Each year during the Advent and Christmas seasons, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem 
and celebrate the wonderous gift of Jesus. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offer-
ing, you honor this gift by providing assistance to current and retired church work-
ers. The offering also goes to future leaders at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic 
schools and colleges. The offering will be taken December 24th.

Life

Faith
Family

Michelle Crownhart
PUM adopt a family
I just got this info from PUM and so I’m now writing 
this bit. . .
   We have finally been assigned a family to adopt 
for Christmas from PUM. The mom is going through 
chemo treatments right now. Her husband supports 
her as much as he can and they have two daughters, 
ages 17 and 11. If you would like to purchase a gift 
for any member of the family please contact me and 
I can give you their likes and sizes. You can also give 
a cash or check donation and I will do the purchasing 
for you. We usually provide a gift for each member of 
the family, plus a grocery store gift card and a tree 
with all the trimmings. Any help would be appreciated. 
Thank you - Michelle Crownhart. 
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WITH JILL GUSTAFSON

2017
Christmas

Sunday, december 3rd

Sign up for projects with Jill after church
or email her at jillegus@live.com.
Refreshments provided. 

CRAFT STUDIO

Magnet
Paper
Holders

Wax Aromatherapy Tablets
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right after church
faith family center
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Contact Judy Lafferty
for further infornmation

Second chance to get items you didn’t know you wanted.  
All donation proceeds to kitchen fund for things we need.  
After church December 10th.
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   The season of Advent has an uncertain and mysterious history, many details of which are quite puzzling. Ad-
vent would be celebrated as one of the seasons of the Christian calendar once its week and year took shape. It 
wouldn’t be until the middle of the second century before Sunday would be widely recognized as the first day 
of the week and suitable for celebrating the Eucharist. Justin Martyr, circa 150, argued that Sunday commemo-
rated the beginning of creation; and that Sunday marked the first day in the new creation in Christ. It would still 
take another two centuries before Sunday and the Eucharist would be firmly and permanently linked. (For city 
dwellers at least, Sunday as a legal day of rest would have to wait until a decree from Constantine circa 321.)
   The evolution of the Christian year was a much slower and more complicated process. Christianity inherited 
and reinterpreted two great annual festivals from Judaism, Passover, and Pentecost. It also added a third festi-
val, Epiphany. It is clearly not Jewish with very mysterious roots. It can be traced to Egypt around the middle 
of the second century where it was celebrated on January 6, by Egyptian Gnostics, the Basilidians.
   The reason for the festival is not clear. Some thought it honored the birth of Christ. Others thought it com-
memorated the baptism of Jesus. Still, others thought it recognized the first miracle – the changing of water to 
wine at Cana.
   About two centuries later, circa 336 in Rome, the feast of the Birth of Christ would appear. Fifty more years 
would elapse before Bishop Chrysostom of Antioch would introduce his flock to a new festival, Christmas, 
which would become linked to Epiphany. 
   The influence of the Council of Nicaea impacted this ‘new’ feast as it did Easter. Converts to Christianity had 
forty days to repent before being baptized at Easter. Once the day of Christmas was fixed on December 25th, the 
western congregations began to associate Epiphany with the visit of the Magi. One could count back 40 days 
from Epiphany to begin the Christmas season which we call Advent.
   Thus, Advent gradually became accepted in the west during the fourth century. The church calendar was 
evolving into two annual cycles – Christmas and Easter; with four seasons. Easter began with Lent and was 
followed by Pentecost. Christmas began with Advent and ended, forty days later with Epiphany.

From: White, James F.; “A Brief History of Christian Worship” Abingdon Press, Nashville, 1993

the advent of advent?
By:  Elder David Helkenn

Ever Wonder About ... 
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Glory Be to God - J. S. Bach
Angels’ Carol - John Rutter

On Christmas Night - arr. Howard Helvey
The First Nowell - arr. Joe Rodriguez
The Infant Jesus - Dietrich Buxtehude
Christmas Medley - arr. Joe Rodriguez

A Christmas Prayer - Lloyd Larson
Faith Sanctuary Choir

String Ensemble

- - - Program musiC - - -
Mary, Did You Know? - arr. Douglas Wagner

Nativity Carol - Susan Neslon
Jubilance - Kevin McChesney

Faith Handbell Ensemble

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive,

San Diego,  California  92115
619-582-8480

Free Will Offering  -  Reception After The Service

Sunday, December 17, 2017 - 7:00 p.m.

FEATURING
Faith Sanctuary Choir - Faith HandBell Ensemble - String Ensemble

Richard Seward, tenor - Rhonda Fleming, piano 
and carol singing by you

Director of  Music Ministry/Organist - Joe Rodriguez

Concert of Christmas Music
Celebrating the Birth of Christ

On This Quiet Night - Melody Bober
Richard Seward, tenor

We Three Kings
Rhonda Fleming, piano
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5075 Campanile Drive
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Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
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Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT

MONTH 

DEC 
14

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor

jcr14@att.net

matthew 7:7

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA  92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


