
 
 

We are so glad that you have decided to take this journey!  
Advent is a time of waiting for something glorious…Jesus‘ birth!   

A time of waiting, of preparing…a time of looking forward to the 

defining experience of history: when God incarnate, Jesus Christ, 

was born in a lowly manger in Bethlehem of earthly parentage and 

Divine intervention.   
 

Some might argue that the real defining event of history is Easter, 

the celebration of Christ‘s victory over death, but without the birth 

and life of Jesus, Easter wouldn‘t have happened!   To help us on 

that journey we have created a devotional uniquely designed with 

YOU in mind.  It has been written by the leaders from our Session 

and the staff of our church.  This isn‘t a mass produced, taken-off-

the-shelf devotional.  It was made (by the grace and guidance of 

God) specifically for YOU in your current situation, during this 

season of life.   

We represent diverse writing styles.  We each have different life 

experiences, which color and shape our faith stories.  But having 

said that, we share some important elements too.  The passages we 

are using during this 22-day period all come from the 

―Lectionary.‖  These are daily readings which are shared by many 

protestant denominations and catholic believers which cover the 

entire Bible over the course of three years using Old Testament, 

Psalms, Gospel and Epistle readings.  People around the world 

who use this as a devotional or worship guide will share the texts 

we are using for these devotionals.  We share a common desire that 

you (the reader) will hear the voice of God through our voices – 

which is why each reflection is anonymous. 

We invite you to pray God‘s guidance as you read before you 

reach for this tool of preparation, before you read the Scripture 

from which the reflection was taken, and pray to be given the 

strength, or courage, or patience called for from the devotion of the 

day.  If you are reading as a family (or any grouping), we hope that 

you will use this resource as your conversational centerpiece.  



 
 

 As you go through this devotional… Be open to the Holy Spirit.  

Set some time aside each day to spend with the Lord.  Make that 

time a priority or it will be eaten up by the many activities calling 

for our attention.  Be in community with others and be willing to 

share what God is doing in your life during this Advent season.    

 The structure of this devotional… You will find the daily scripture 

at the top of the page.  It is important to get into the Word of God.  

After you read the passage, a short explanation is given to give you 

wise insight or commentary on that particular text.  At the end of 

the devotional is a prayer for you to be in communication with the 

Lord.  

 Discussion Questions:  These can be found before each Sunday‘s 

devotional and are intended for multigenerational discussions.  We 

encourage you to engage with family and friends throughout the 

week!  

 Christmas Joy Offering:  At the beginning of each week, you 

will find a ―Minute for Mission‖.  The stories in this devotional 

will enhance the inserts given on 2 Sundays before we collect the 

offering and continue to remind us of this very important offering.  

 There are so many things constantly trying to grab our attention, 

especially in the Christmas season!  Commit to giving God your 

full attention this season.  Instead of getting stressed, be 

overwhelmed by the unconditional love of God.  Simply, enjoy the 

Lord!   

It is our hope and our prayer that we will all discover what God is 

saying to each of us as individuals, yes, but particularly to us as the 

Body of Christ here at Faith Presbyterian Church in San Diego, 

California in 2017 A.D.    May the grace of eternity – born in a 

manger – meet you as never before, and may this Christmas mean 

more to you all for the preparations you make this Advent. 

Advent blessings to each of you!  

Your Servant Leaders and Staff Followers of Jesus Christ 



 
 

Discussion For All 
The following discussion guide is to encourage discussion with 

others and within your family.  These may be good questions for 

personal reflection and for the dinner table.  Families with children 

were thought of in the creating of these questions and activities. 

 

First Week of Advent ~ Hope 

Discussion 

1. Imagine what Mary and Joseph experienced when they 

could not find a place to stay the night. What might have 

given them hope? 

 

2. What are you hoping for this Advent season?  For the 

coming year?  Encourage one another to go deeper than 

material possessions and wants. 

 

3. What are some times that you need to remember to hope 

(or trust) in God?  Help one another to remember to rely on 

the Lord. 

 

4. How can you spread hope this week? 

 

Activities: 

1. Think of a phrase that can become common around your 

house to remind each other of the hope we have in God.  

Make a sign or write the phrase on a mirror with a dry erase 

marker.  Examples: ―God is in control!‖ ―Jesus loves you!‖ 

―God is with us!‖  

 

2. Think of a person or family in your life 

that may be in need of hope to this week.  Then 

make a card or special gift that expresses this 

message. 

 

3. Sing Christmas carols and pray together. 

 

 



 
 

Minute for Mission:    

Christmas Joy gifts help ensure dignity for a faithful church 

servant’s final years. 

 

As an urban minister for more than 40 years, Bob Forsberg 

dedicated his willing hands, generous heart, and sharp mind to 

serving people society had cast aside.  
 

Last year however, at age 91, the mental capacity that had served 

this Presbyterian minister so well began to fade. His memory loss 

became so debilitating that Bob, after years focused on helping 

others, found himself in need of help.  
 

Bob‘s retirement income was enough to pay the bills at his 

retirement community in Oakland, California, but he had few other 

resources. Before retirement, Bob had earned a modest salary at 

Wider City Parish, serving among economically disadvantaged 

people in New Haven, Connecticut.  
 

Bob believed he should be paid no more than the average worker 

in his impoverished neighborhood. He and his family qualified for 

public housing and made their home there. Yet Bob was adept 

at leveraging ministry funds from churches and charitable 

foundations for initiatives ranging from youth work to affordable 

housing. He advocated for better schools in his community and for 

civil rights, both locally and nationally. 
 

In retirement, Bob relocated to the West Coast to be near his 

children. He eventually moved to a retirement community and 

functioned well in an independent living unit until last year. When 

dementia forced him to move into a memory care unit, the added 

service was more than Bob could afford over the long term. His 

children were grieved by the possibility of having to move their 

father to another facility. 
 

 ―We looked around at places nearby in the price range that we 

could afford, but it was very upsetting to see those conditions and 

to think about my dad being in those circumstances,‖ says his 

daughter, Barbara Forsberg. 
 



 
 

Thanks to gifts made to the Christmas Joy Offering, Bob didn‘t 

have to move. Help from the Assistance Program of the Board of 

Pensions has enabled him to receive high-quality care in familiar 

surroundings. 
 

 ―For a family like ours and for a person like my dad, who has 

served his entire career in the Presbyterian Church, it has really 

been a lifesaver,‖ Barbara shares. ―I don‘t know if he would be 

doing so well if we had to move him to another place.‖ 
 

Barbara notes that it was generosity, a trait that Bob so faithfully 

incarnated, that came to Bob‘s aid in his time of need.  
 

 ―This is a very moving thing,‖ Barbara says, ―and the irony is I don’t 

know if he is even aware of it in his mental state. But certainly for those 

of us who are caring for him, it is a wonderful circle.‖ 
 

That circle of caring is possible because of congregations like ours 

that give to the Christmas Joy Offering. Half of the Offering will 

help past and present church workers and their families who are 

facing critical financial circumstances. The other half goes to 

Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges to train 

future leaders. 

Let Us Pray: 

Giving God, we know that by your grace, our generosity and 

service make a difference.  We give thanks for committed church 

servants who have embodied these values through many years of 

faithful ministry.  May they end this life’s journey with dignity, 

contentment, and comfort.  Amen. 

 

WHAT DOES THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING DO?         
SUPPORTING OUR PAST AND PRESENT LEADERS 

By supporting the Board of Pensions (BOP), the Christmas 

Joy Offering honors the faithfulness of current and retired 

church workers and their families in need. Thanks in part to 

support from this Offering, church workers can receive 

critical financial assistance to support them through life‘s 

challenging circumstances. These generous actions bear 

witness to our faithful response to God‘s charge to love one 

another as Christ commanded. 



 
 

Sunday, December 3, 2017 

Luke 21:25-36 

 

   For those who are in Christ, this is not a gloom-and-doom text. It 

is a call to get ready and to stay ready because our redemption is 

drawing near.  When we see these things that Jesus told his 

followers begin to happen, Jesus calls us to stay alert and to 

pray.  ―Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength 

to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before 

the Son of Man.‖(Luke 21:36)  

 

Be Watchful (21:36a) 

   Though we are given hints about when Jesus will come again, we 

are never told the date nor the hour – Only God the Father 

knows.  We are told in Mark 13:32 (NIV) ―But about that day or 

hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father.‖  During the time of preparation for his coming, 

Jesus tells us we must always be prepared for that event, and tells 

us clearly what we must do: ―Be always on the watch‖ (NIV).  The 

literal translation of the Greek verb agrupneo is to ―keep oneself 

awake, be awake.‖  Figuratively, to be vigilant in awareness of 

threatening peril. The Christian must never come to think that he or 

she is living in a settled situation.  We must be people who live in a 

permanent state of expectation. We must live forever in the 

shadow of eternity, in the certainty that we are people who are 

fitting or unfitting ourselves to appear in the presence of God. 

There can be nothing so thrilling as the Christian life.  

 

Be Prayerful (21:36b) 

   The word for prayer in vs. 36 is the common Greek verb deomai, 

meaning ―ask, request. ‖  We are told here to pray and be on watch 

always, literally, at every time. This means to be living in a 

continual state of talking with God and watching and 

listening.  Fully alert, fully engaged -- all the time.  The purpose of 

this watchfulness and prayer is ―that you may be able to escape 



 
 

(Greek ekfeugo,‗flee from‘) all that is about to happen.‖(vs. 36)  

Jesus told his disciples about perils from false christs, persecution, 

and temptations to be unfaithful. Jesus is warning them then as he 

did in the Garden of Gethsemane, ―Pray that you will not fall into 

temptation.‖(Luke 22:40, 46)   Watchfulness and prayer are not 

just directed negatively -- to keep from snares and temptations.  

They are also directed positively -- toward the ultimate goal, ―that 

you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.‖(Luke 21:36c) 

 

Lord, keep us mindful of your command to always be watchful 

and to communicate with you in prayer continually, like your 

servant Paul said, pray without ceasing.  In the name of Jesus, I 

pray.   Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Monday, December 4, 2017 

Matthew 8:5-11 

  

In this story, Matthew tells of the healing of the Centurian’s 

servant by Jesus. The Centurian asks Jesus to heal his servant but 

dissuades Jesus from entering the Centurian’s house. “Simply say 

the word and my servant will be well,” he entreats. Jesus is 

astonished at the Centurian’s faith and says the word that heals the 

man. 

This reminds me of the opening of the Hebrew Scriptures, where 

God says “… let there be …” and it is so. God simply says the 

word and his will is accomplished. In John, the opening is “In the 

beginning was the Word…” and “… the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us…” This implies that God’s redemption is also 

accomplished by uttering life-giving words to us. We are healed 

and reconciled by his will, expressed by his word. 

 

Father, 

A word seems so small, yet it is very powerful. Your Word, our 

Lord, Jesus, spoke many words to teach, heal, redeem, and console 

his disciples. It is so with us now. My heart bursts with gratitude 

for all your works of power and might! For Thine is the Kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever! Amen 

 

 

 



 
 

Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Luke 10:21-24 

(Lambs in a Wolf Pack) 

 

Jesus had sent a group of 70 ordinary people (Lambs) ahead, to 

spread the word of God‘s kingdom, to every town that he intended 

to visit on his way to Jerusalem. It was unknown how they would 

be received. When they returned triumphant, Jesus rejoiced!  He 

cautioned them that their triumph was not of their doing, but of 

God‘s authority and presence over them. 

He thanked his father for revealing the truth to the innocent 

newcomers rather than those who saw themselves as wise and 

intelligent. 

Privately, he pointed out to his disciples how fortunate they were 

to see what was being revealed to them for there were many 

prophets and kings who would have given anything to see these 

things. 

 

Heavenly Father, thank you for revealing yourself to lambs such as 

us. We rejoice that this is the path you have chosen for us and pray 

for your constant love and support as we strive to be worthy of 

your many blessings. Amen 

 

 

Children’s Advent Program Tomorrow at 6:45pm 

Advent Vespers Tomorrow at 7pm 



 
 

Wednesday, December 6, 2017 

Children’s Advent Program Tonight at 6:45pm 

Advent Vespers Tonight at 7pm 

 

Matthew 15:29-37 

 

Vs: 29-31 Jesus went up to the high desert to receive visitors.  

Hundreds of people came brining the blind, lame, mute, crippled 

and many others who were sick, laying them at Jesus‘ feet.  In 

three days time, he healed everyone.  All were amazed at his 

healing gift.  There was much rejoicing and praise to God. 

Vs: 32-37  Jesus called the disciples together expressing great 

concern regarding the peoples journey home as the food supply 

they had brought was now gone.  He asked the disciples, ―How 

much break do you have?‖  They replied, ―7 loaves and a few 

small fish.‖  The crowd was told to sit on the ground.  Jesus took 

the loaves and fish, gave thanks to God, broke the food into pieces 

and gave it to the disciples to distribute to the crowd.  After all had 

eaten their fill, 7 baskets of leftover food was gathered. 

We may not be able to perform miracles, however we do have the 

opportunity and ability to learn from Christ and follow His 

example in expressing love, care and compassion with all. 

Heavenly Father, help us be more keenly aware of the needs of 

your children both near and far. Amen. 

 

 

 



 
 

Thursday, December 7, 2017 

Matthew 7:21, 24-27 

 

This is a familiar story that reminds us that passively hearing Jesus' 

teachings and saying the right things in response is not good 

enough.  Doing so is like building a home on a pile of sand.  When 

foul weather comes, it will fall down and be a total loss. 

On the other hand, if we actively Listen and we Apply what we 

have learned in our daily lives, we will be like builders building 

our homes on solid rock.  When foul weather comes, our homes 

will stand strong against the onslaught.  Note that foul weather is 

going to come to all.  There are times when following Jesus' 

teachings may even seem to attract more and fouler weather.  If 

you have built sturdily on a foundation of stone, your home will 

still stand after the weather has passed. Note also that the story 

speaks of builders as if they build homes all by themselves.  Most 

of us do not have the skills to build a secure and sturdy home by 

ourselves.  However, we are part of a strong family that is willing 

and able to lend a hand to help each and every one of us with our 

building projects. 

 

God, remind me to not just passively hear but to actively listen and 

apply what I learn.  Help me to be there when neighbors need help 

with their building projects.  Help me also to recognize when I 

need help with my project and to ask for help before a challenge 

becomes overwhelming.  Remind me that I am part of a remarkable 

family and these are some of the things that good families 

do.  Amen. 

 

 



 
 

Friday, December 8, 2017 

Luke 1:26-38 

This text of the Angel Gabriel‘s proclamation to Mary is 

incredible.  She is bewildered, confused and questioning.  The 

Angel reminds Mary that her cousin Elizabeth was also favored by 

God in the miracle of John the Baptist, cousin of Jesus. 

Mary‘s story is embraced by Elizabeth‘s story, two women of  

humble beginnings having been chosen by God to change the 

world.  Nothing is impossible for God is the text – and that is the 

powerful take-away for us, even today.  It is astonishing to be 

regarded, or favored especially when we are conscious that we are 

perhaps undeserving.  Is being favored that impossible for a 

powerful and loving God? 

From teenaged peasant to prophet, Mary‘s life is the journey of 

Christianity.  Mary‘s story requires we acknowledge the 

incarnation of God.  It is amazing to think of our own journey in 

the liturgical year as the miracle of Christmas beginning once 

again. 

It is within the book of Luke that we find the reality of Mary‘s life 

and potential banning from her family and community.   Luke 

portrays her as a prophet, similar to the Old Testament four part 

pattern of call, objection, God ignoring the objection and God‘s 

assurance that God is committed to the prophet and the mission. 

Mary is a faithful example of the first disciple, believing in the 

miracle of her unborn son and journeying with him to the Cross.  

Can we be inspired by her devotion?  May you look for the joys of 

the season with a joyful heart.  Allelujah. 

 

 



 
 

Saturday, December 9, 2017 

Matthew 9:35-10:1, 6-8 

Matthew 35 tells us the Jesus was the Herald, bringing the message 

of the Good News of the Kingdom of God to the Jews. He 

characterized them as lost sheep and had felt great compassion for 

them. He would be the Shepherd to bring the Gospel to all people 

but first to God's chosen people. As a teacher He taught them that 

love and hope is available for all who believe in God the Father. 

He used healing to help people understand and believe His 

teachings. Jesus needed His disciples to continue bringing His 

message after He was no longer among them. 

Today it is most important that we realize that we can be 

missionaries and teachers of His Gospel right here in this place and 

time. In this Advent Season, each one of us can share the love that 

God has for all in our everyday lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Discussion For All 
The following discussion guide is to encourage discussion with 

others and within your family.  These may be good questions for 

personal reflection and for the dinner table.  Families with children 

were thought of in the creating of these questions and activities. 

 

Second Week of Advent ~ Peace 

Discussion: 

1. Imagine the shepherds when they heard the good news. 

How do you think they felt when the angels left? Do you 

think they experienced peace? 

 

2. In what ways can you bring about peace? In your home? In 

your community? In the world? 

 

3. Where does the world need more peace? 

 

4. What are some ways that you can experience peace?  What 

will you do this week to live more peaceably?  Help one 

another keep to these. 

 

Activities: 

1. Draw a picture of a peaceful scene.  Put it somewhere you 

will see it all week as a reminder to seek peace. 

 

2. Think of ways to create a more peaceful environment in 

your home and implement it this week. 

 

3. Find a way that your family can 

help in an effort to make the world a 

more peaceful place and commit to doing 

that this week. This can be as simple as 

speaking up when you see someone being 

treated badly. 

 

 

 



 
 

WHAT DOES THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING DO? 
 
PREPARES THE WAY FOR FUTURE LEADERS  

PC(USA), with its historic commitment to higher learning, 

has long promoted education and leadership development 

through the establishment and support of racial ethnic 

schools and colleges. Our future racial ethnic church 

leaders can receive much-needed assistance while they 

discover and pursue their professional goals at 

Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. Your gifts allow 

these ministries to continue—sustaining a tradition 

Presbyterians have carried out for nearly 140 years. 

 
THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING SUPPORTS THESE 

INSTITUTIONS 

Menaul School | Albuquerque, NM menaulschool.org 

• 98% of graduates go on to college 

• Ranked best Christian High School and 5th best private 

school in New Mexico by Niche (niche.com) in their 

February release of ―2016 Best Private Schools in 

America‖  

Presbyterian Pan American School | Kingsville, TX 

ppas.org 

• 100% of graduates are accepted into colleges and 

universities in their home countries or in the United States 

• Welcomes a diverse international student body, with 26 

countries represented in the last 25 years  

Stillman College | Tuscaloosa, AL stillman.edu 

• 84% of faculty hold terminal degrees 

• Ranked among top tier schools in U.S. News and World 

Report for more than a decade 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Minute for Mission:  
 
The Christmas Joy Offering helps form future leaders of 

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 

 

Their student days may have been a generation apart, but both 

Lemuel Garcia-Arroyo and his nephew Jasiel Hernandez found the 

Presbyterian Pan American School (Pan Am) to be an incubator for 

Christian leadership in their lives. 
 

 
 

Lemuel, now Associate Director in the Racial Ethnic & Women‘s  

Ministries area of the Presbyterian Mission, came to Pan Am from 

southern Mexico in 1981 as a high school sophomore. He enrolled 

in the Kingsville, Texas, secondary school in part to escape the 

scrutiny that comes with being a pastor‘s son. He says the space 

Pan Am gave him helped his faith grow and encouraged him to 

claim his love for the church.  
 

Jasiel, a senior at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, made 

the trek from southern Mexico to Pan Am 27 years after Lemuel. 



 
 

He grew up hearing stories about Pan Am from Lemuel and his 

younger brother Joel, who is an information systems manager and 

lay pastor in Mexico City. Jasiel heard his uncles talk about 

opportunities to excel academically, create community, and grow 

spiritually. Jasiel and Lemuel spoke highly of Pan Am‘s academic 

preparation, chapel ervices, and extracurricular activities, but both 

also emphasized the importance of participating in student 

organized Bible study and prayer groups. 
 

 ―Who would have thought teenagers would voluntarily go to 

chapel to ray after breakfast?‖ Lemuel asks. ―But that‘s what we 

did. I wasn‘t pressured to do it, but it helped solidify my identity 

and my love for the church.‖ 
 

Jasiel participated in a weekly dormitory Bible study. ―It was there 

I  discovered I wanted to learn more about God. I wanted to know 

more about people‘s faith and their understanding about how God 

works in their lives through different events and situations,‖ Jasiel 

says. ―So that Bible study really impacted my life. I wound up 

leading it my senior year.‖ 
 

Lemuel is grateful the Pan Am tradition continues and that it 

helped  shape his nephew‘s calling. ―I am so proud and joyful that 

God would call him into ministry,‖ Lemuel says. 
 

Jasiel is looking toward ordination in the PC(USA) and doctoral 

work in theology and Christian education after he finishes 

seminary. 
 

Jasiel and Lemuel appreciate the scholarships that made it possible 

for them to enjoy Pan Am‘s spiritually nurturing and high-quality 

academic programs. They draw a connection between the student 

aid they received and gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering. 
 

 ―My family is from humble origins, so money was tight,‖ Jasiel 

says, ―I appreciate those who gave money, because scholarships 

made it possible for me to go to Pan Am.‖ 
 

Your gift to the Christmas Joy Offering will make it possible for 

the Presbyterian Pan American School to prepare more leaders. 

Half of the Offering goes to Presbyterian-related racial ethnic 

schools and colleges, and the other half supports current and past 



 
 

church workers and their families who are in critical financial 

need. Your gift will make a difference in the lives of individuals 

and will strengthen our church.  

 

Let Us Pray: 

Beckoning God, we give thanks that you call people to serve you 

and your church.  We pray for young people who seek your 

leading.  May we and they be faithful to the work you call us to do. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be collected during worship 

on Sunday, December 24
th

. 

For more info visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy 



 
 

Sunday, December 10, 2017 

Luke 3:1-6 

This passage is a beautiful reminder that God fulfills God‘s 

promises, including the promise that ―all people will see God‘s 

salvation.‖ Isaiah wrote this prophecy to a group of people who 

were told they were God‘s chosen people and the ones who were 

given the law and access to God. I wonder if the idea of losing 

their special status was uncomfortable to them. There must have 

been a lot of questions about what this meant for them.  

I think sometimes as Christians we can get comfortable with the 

idea that we are God‘s special people and forget that we are all 

made in God‘s image. I invite you to join me today, in asking God 

to open our eyes to the image of God in every person and be 

reminded not only of our own salvation but the gift of salvation 

that Jesus offers to all.  

Lord God, help us to remember to share the joy that Christmas 

brings us with everyone we come across this Advent. Show us how 

we might step out of our comfort zones and reach out to those who 

we would rather not interact with. Teach us to share the good news 

of Christ through our actions, so that all people will see Your 

salvation, through the actions of your followers. I ask this in the 

name of Jesus who gives us strength. Amen 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Monday, December 11, 2017 

Luke 5:17-26 

This account of Jesus‘ healing of the paralyzed man is a powerful 

example of the love of the man‘s friends for him.  When they find 

their way to Jesus barred by the hordes of people, they‘re so 

determined to get their friend to the healing teacher that they don‘t 

think twice about taking him up on the roof of the house and 

tearing it apart so they can lower him down to where Jesus is 

teaching to the crowd gathered inside.  They obviously have great 

faith and hope that Jesus can help their friend.  But there are others 

present in the crowd who aren‘t here to be blessed by Jesus‘ 

teaching or healing. The Pharisees and teachers of the law have 

come from every village of Galilee, Judea and Jerusalem, as it says 

in verse 17. They‘re here to check out this young upstart and catch 

Him in some heresy. Aha, they don‘t have to wait long!  Jesus‘ 

first words to the paralytic are ―Your sins are forgiven you.‖ The 

Pharisees and teachers are appalled and start to question to 

themselves ―Who is this that speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive 

sins but God alone?‖ Verses 22-24 are the reply Jesus makes to the 

Pharisees and teachers, deliberately calculated to create a dilemma 

from which these scribes can‘t escape without admitting that Jesus 

is God in human flesh.―… But that you may know that the Son of 

man has authority on earth to forgive sins..‖ – Jesus then orders the 

man to take up his mat and go home, which he does, glorifying 

God. 

Heavenly Father,  

As we journey through this Advent season, may we have the same 

love for one another that this paralyzed man’s friends had for him. 

We pray for God’s peace in our troubled world, not just in this 

season of Advent, but for all time.  Come thou long expected Jesus!   

Amen. 



 
 

Tuesday, December 12, 2017 

Luke 1:68-79 

68 
―Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 

    because he has come to his people and redeemed them. 
69 

He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

    in the house of his servant David 
70 

(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 
71 

salvation from our enemies 

    and from the hand of all who hate us— 
72 

to show mercy to our ancestors 

    and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 

    the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 
74 

to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 

    and to enable us to serve him without fear 
75 

    in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 

76 
And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 

    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 
77 

to give his people the knowledge of salvation 

    through the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 

because of the tender mercy of our God, 

    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 
79 

to shine on those living in darkness 

    and in the shadow of death, 

to guide our feet into the path of peace.‖ 

In the reading from Luke, we are reminded that God always keeps 

his promises to us and thus will provide us with salvation from our 

enemies. It reminds us that while we may forget our promises and 

fail to fulfill our obligations to God, God always keeps his word.  

More important, God‘s mercy and love for us allows him to fulfill 

those promises even when we are undeserving.  In this case, as 

promised by the prophets long ago, a new prophet is being brought 

forth to help prepare the people for the Messiah to come, the one 

who will light their path and guide them to salvation and away 

from darkness, who will guide them toward a path of peace. While 



 
 

it may not have been the path they expected the Messiah to lead 

them towards, it was one reflective of God‘s continual mercy to 

them, if they would listen to the words as he taught. From these 

verses, we should that while we may stumble, there is always one 

there to help us, and we should be open to help coming in ways we 

may not expect. 

Lord, As we approach this season in which we are reminded of 

your love for us, we often find ourselves surrendering to forces that 

take us away from you and from our promises to you. Although we 

have been shown mercy, we often find ourselves unwilling to show 

others mercy. Let us use the words of Luke to remember how much 

mercy we’ve been shown by you and to realize the true meaning of 

the season and that prayers and promises fulfilled may not always 

be answered in the way we expect. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Advent Program Tomorrow at 6:45pm 

Advent Vespers Tomorrow at 7pm 



 
 

Wednesday, December 13, 2017 

Children’s Advent Program Tonight at 6:45pm 

Advent Vespers Tonight at 7pm 

 

Matthew 11:28-30 

Jesus calls us to be his disciple, to replace our heavy burdens with 

his light yoke and to learn from him. He assures us that he is a 

meek and gentle teacher, that following his ways will be easy and 

his burden will be light. 

In other places in the bible ―heavy burdens‖ refers to the weight of 

the never-ending laws of the Pharisees. For us it could also mean 

feelings of guilt and sin. 

In Jesus‘s time and in ours, farmers often trained a young ox to 

wear a yoke and pull a plow, by yoking it together with an older ox 

who actually carried the 

weight until the young one 

was able to do it by himself. 

Jesus assures us that he will be 

a gentle teacher, that he will 

share the weight while we 

learn to follow him. 

We don‘t have to be afraid to 

answer Jesus‘ call. He will be 

there to guide us as we grow 

and learn what it means to be 

his disciple. 

 

 



 
 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 

Matthew 11:11-15 

 

There are many times in our lives when we experience the 

end of one phase and the beginning of a new one.  Graduating from 

school and entering the workforce signals the end of student days 

and the beginning of a new career.  Getting married ends days of 

being single and entering into a new and shared life.  Sometimes 

the break is very evident; sometimes the beginning of a new era is 

more subtle.  Hindsight often identifies these important changes, 

perhaps unrecognized at the time. 

Jesus was explaining this new time to his followers when 

he cited John the Baptist as an example.  He describes John as the 

greatest light among mankind.  His amazing witness and preaching 

had brought multitudes to God through Jesus.  The end of the Old 

Testament emphasis on rules and laws was ended with this 

ministry of Jesus‘ relative, John.  His preaching and baptizing 

heralded what had long been anticipated, the arrival of the 

Messiah.  The beginning of Jesus‘ ministry brought us a New 

Testament between God and mankind, based on love and 

forgiveness. 

Jesus stresses the importance of this lesson by admonishing 

His followers to really listen and to try to understand that He was 

bringing to the world something new and amazing and wonderful! 

 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your Son, Jesus and for the 

message He brought to us.  Help us to listen and with the guidance 

of the Holy Spirit, better understand the depth of Your everlasting 

love for us. 



 
 

Friday, December 15, 2017 

Matthew 11:16-19 

 

This text is very powerful during this advent season. As the world 

has become more polarized, Jesus is pointing out the polarization 

in his own time. In his time, people criticized John the Baptist for 

being too austere. They also criticized Jesus for hanging out with 

the wrong crowd.  Do we not see the parallels today? Whether 

Democrat or Republican, Affluent or Poor, or any number of issue 

that divide us, it is important to remember that these dynamics 

have been occurring for thousands of years.  

 

But, there is hope! For Jesus points to the fact that he is the answer. 

In all the hustle and bustle of the advent season, it is important to 

remember who this season honors. For Christ was born so that 

each of us might be saved. As the issues divided us, look to Christ 

example of loving each other, standing up for what is right based 

on that love, and treating everyone with dignity.   

 

 



 
 

Saturday, December 16, 2017 

Matthew 17:10-13 

 

A lot of our lives are spent looking for signs of what will come 

next. We know that when the days start getting shorter, cold 

weather is on the way. We know that when political ads start, 

Election Day won‘t be far behind. We have signs for long term 

expectations, too. When we hear of a farmer planting the seeds of 

an apple, we expect the sign of the farmer beginning the harvest to 

warn us of when the fruit will be at market. 

The Israelites were no different – they looked for signs too, both 

for short and long term expectations. They had signs that told them 

when the seasons were changing, just like we do. And they had 

hundreds of years of prophecy telling them of the signs to watch 

for that would warn them of the coming of the Messiah.  

One of these that we remember well is the ―babe, wrapped in cloth 

and lying in a manger‖ that was a sign to the shepherds, and to us, 

of the Christ child. In the same way, the disciples were expecting 

the sign of the coming of Elijah to restore relations in the world as 

a sign that the LORD was coming (there are a few verses that 

reference this prophecy, depending on the translation you have).  

The disciples were expecting one thing, and Jesus told them that 

they had already experienced the fulfillment of the sign – startling 

them into realizing that something unexpected would happen.  

 

Take a few minutes and think about your expectations of this 

Christmas season. What signs are you expecting? What will those 

signs reveal about you, about the season, or about Jesus?  



 
 

 Discussion For All 
The following discussion guide is to encourage discussion with 

others and within your family.  These may be good questions for 

personal reflection and for the dinner table.  Families with children 

were thought of in the creating of these questions and activities. 

 

Third Week of Advent ~ Joy 
 
Discussion: 

1. Remember how the Wise Men traveled so far to see Jesus. 

Can you imagine how joyful they were when they finally 

got to Him? 

 

2. Does the celebration of Jesus‘ birth bring you great joy?  Is 

it good news to you? 

 

3. Where in this season will you look for joy?  How will you 

keep your focus on Jesus and have Him as the source of 

joy?  Help each other in this. 

 

4. What can you do to bring joy to other people? 

 

Activities: 

1. Bake cookies or make a special treat for people in your life 

who could use some extra Christmas Joy this year. Pray for 

the recipient while you are making the gift and after you 

deliver it. 

 

2. Sing ―Joy to the World and 

other Christmas Carols together. 

 

3. Watch a joyful Christmas 

movie together as a family. 

 

 

 



 
 

Minute for Mission:   

Christmas Joy gifts help bring about happy endings after 

tragedies strike. 

 

 

In 2014, Elisabeth Scotland‘s 

college graduation day turned 

from joy and celebration to 

trauma and heartache in an 

instant. 
 

After receiving her diploma from 

Boston University, Elisabeth, 

along with family and friends, 

went to a baseball game at 

Fenway Park. While waiting for an elevator, Elisabeth casually 

leaned against the elevator doors. The doors opened at the wrong 

time, and Elisabeth fell 20 feet down the elevator shaft. Her 

multiple injuries included a brain injury that put her in a coma for a 

week. 
 

Her parents, Rev. John and Anne Scotland, spent two months in 

Boston by Elisabeth‘s side during her hospitalization and 

rehabilitation. The congregation John serves, Community 

Presbyterian in Brigantine, New Jersey, graciously granted John 

leave, but there were living expenses in Boston to be paid, and 

someone had to fulfill John‘s pastoral duties while he was away. 
 

Thanks to a Shared Grant from the Presbytery of West Jersey and 

the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, the Scotlands‘ 

expenses in Boston were covered, and a newly ordained pastor 

from Community Presbyterian handled the congregation‘s pastoral 

duties during John‘s absence. 
 

Caring Presbyterians in West Jersey Presbytery rallied around the 

Scotlands with prayers and financial gifts. Another crucial 

component of their support came from Presbyterians across the 

country who had given to the Christmas Joy Offering, which 

supports the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions. 
 



 
 

The Christmas Joy Offering gifts also helped the Scotlands two 

years earlier when Superstorm Sandy damaged thousands of homes 

in their island community. Four feet of water flooded their 

basement, ruining the heating system, electrical panels, appliances, 

and other possessions. They received an emergency Assistance 

Grant from the Board of Pensions to help with replacement costs. 

 

―I think the emotional support was more important than the 

financial support,‖ John says. He explains that it was comforting 

to ―know that somebody outside the community knew we were 

hurting and wanted to help.‖ 
 

Thankfully, life is much better these days for the Scotlands and 

their community. In early 2017, Elisabeth, now an accountant in 

Philadelphia, passed her CPA exam. Also this year, John and Anne 

made a gift to the Assistance Program to help others get the kind of 

help they received. 
 

 ―Having a Presbyterian family was a big blessing to us and 

helped us come through tragedy,‖ he says. 
 

The Christmas Joy Offering is one way the Presbyterian family 

blesses people in need. Half of your gift will help current and 

retired church leaders and their families who are in critical 

financial need. The other half will help Presbyterian-related racial 

ethnic schools and colleges train future leaders. Your gift will 

make a difference for the church today and tomorrow. 

Let Us Pray: 

Faithful God, we give thanks that you walk with us and strengthen 

us when we encounter times of distress. We pray for those who are 

dealing with various types of calamities.  Help us to serve them as 

agents of your compassion and transformation.  Amen. 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be collected during worship 

on Sunday, December 24
th

. 

For more info visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy 



 
 

Sunday, December 17, 2017 

Luke 3:7-18 

 

People came to the river to be baptized by John.  It was what 

people of faith did as an act of their faithfulness to God.  They 

were there to hear the word preached, listening for a message of 

encouragement and support.  They might have been anticipating 

words like, ―For you are a people holy to the Lord your God; the 

Lord your God has chosen you out of all people on earth to be his 

people, his treasured possession.‖ (Deut. 7:6)  John had a different 

message from God, one not expected by the people gathered. 

―Even now the ax is lying at the root of the tree; every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 

the fire.‖ That message got their attention and made them 

uncomfortable.  God‘s message through John caused the people to 

self-reflect. 

As we prepare our hearts for the arrival of Emmanuel we too need 

to self-reflect.  We are living in challenging times and more than 

ever we need to hear God‘s word for us today even if the message 

is uncomfortable. 

 

Dear God, help us to be still so we can hear your message of peace 

and love.  We long to be your light in the darkness, your 

unconditional love to all people, and your instrument of peace.  

Amen. 

 

 



 
 

Monday, December 18, 2017 

Matthew 1:8-24 

The first part of this chapter is structured in a way that causes 

many of us to skip over reading it carefully. It is one of those 

―begat‖ chapters---A begat B, B begat C, etc. Many of the names 

are unfamiliar to us and there seems to be little purpose for this 

lengthy genealogical reciting. And yet, if we look closely, there are 

some very special elements to this.  First of all, the descendants are 

grouped into 3 sets of 14 each. The reason for 14 is not clear, but 

the first set of generations goes from Abraham to David.  The 

second set takes us from David to the time of the exile and the last 

from the exile in Babylon to the birth of Jesus Christ. The purpose 

of this is 2 fold---to show the continuity and order of God‘s 

purpose among His people and also to clearly trace Jesus‘ place in 

the Jewish family tree.  

The last part of this chapter gives us a bit of understanding about 

the character of Joseph. Rather than creating a scene about Mary‘s 

seeming betrayal of the betrothal, an important Palestinian custom, 

Joseph has decided to dismiss her quietly and discreetly. A dream, 

however, reassures Joseph of Mary‘s role in fulfilling God‘s plan. 

In this Gospel, Matthew speaks with great authority and it is he 

who best interprets God‘s plan for His people.  

Gracious God: You are the Creator of all history and you give us 

order in our lives.  Thank you for family and for the love we have 

for each other.  Teach us that sense of compassion and forgiveness 

that you gave to Joseph and help us learn to trust in you for all 

things.  Amen 

 

 



 
 

Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

Luke 1:5-27 

  During the time when Herod was king of Judea, there was a priest 

named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. 

His wife's name was Elizabeth; she also belonged to a priestly 

family. They both lived good lives in God's sight and obeyed fully 

all the Lord's laws and commands. They had no children because 

Elizabeth could not have any, and she and Zechariah were both 

very old. One day Zechariah was doing his work as a priest in the 

Temple, taking his turn in the daily service. According to the 

custom followed by the priests, he was chosen by lot to burn 

incense on the altar. He went into the Temple of the Lord, while 

the crowd of people outside prayed during the hour when the 

incense was burnt.  An angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing 

on the right of the altar where the incense was burnt. When 

Zechariah saw him, he was alarmed and felt afraid. But the angel 

said to him, ―Don't be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your 

prayer, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son. You are to 

name him John.  He will be a great man in the Lord's sight. He 

must not drink any wine or strong drink. From his birth he will be 

filled with the Holy Spirit, and he will bring back many of the 

people of Israel to the Lord their God. He will go ahead of the 

Lord, strong and mighty like the prophet Elijah. He will bring 

fathers and children together again; he will turn disobedient people 

back to the way of thinking of the righteous; he will get the Lord's 

people ready for him.‖ Zechariah said to the angel, ―How shall I 

know if this is so? I am an old man, and my wife is old also.‖  ―I 

am Gabriel,‖ the angel answered. ―I stand in the presence of God, 

who sent me to speak to you and tell you this good news. But you 

have not believed my message, which will come true at the right 

time. Because you have not believed, you will be unable to speak; 

you will remain silent until the day my promise to you comes 
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true.‖ The people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why 

he was spending such a long time in the Temple. When he came 

out, he could not speak to them, and so they knew that he had seen 

a vision in the Temple. Unable to say a word, he made signs to 

them with his hands. When his period of service in the Temple was 

over, Zechariah went back home. Sometime later his wife 

Elizabeth became pregnant and did not leave the house for five 

months. ―Now at last the Lord has helped me,‖ she said. ―He has 

taken away my public disgrace!‖ 

 

This reading shows that If ever there was an opportunity for God to 

enact his plan with Johns' birth. The angel said he must not drink 

any wine or strong drink for he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

The story of Johns' birth mixes promise, hope and he will bring 

fathers and children together again.  This Advent season give 

praise to God for the gift of John being filled with the Holy Spirit. 

As we hear Gods word through the angel Gabriel remember, 

through God all things are possible.  

Almighty God, thank you for the gift of John and the Holy Spirit, 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Advent Program Tomorrow at 6:45pm 

Advent Vespers Tomorrow at 7pm 
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Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

Children’s Advent Program Tonight at 6:45pm 

Advent Vespers Tonight at 7pm 

 

Isaiah 12:1-6 

Isaiah 12 clarifies that the book of Isaiah is not primarily an 

ancient or archaic record of prophetic activity, but rather a graphic 

portrayal of the nature of God‘s relationship to a chosen people 

that is as relevant in the lives of God‘s people today as it was in 

Isaiah‘s time. 
   

The five preceding chapters reveal how Yahweh felt in his 

relationship to Judah, of their unfaithfulness and of his judgment, 

but then speak of hope for the future.  
   

Chapter 12:1-6 is a psalm of thanksgiving and joy for that hope.  A 

graphic description of the people‘s joy when God‘s promised 

Messiah will come to reign over the earth and of the great rejoicing 

that will take place when the faithful remnant returns to Jerusalem. 
   

Like the people of Isaiah‘s time, we find ourselves living in a 

world surrounded by troubling events that impact us to the very 

core of our emotional, physical, and spiritual being. Then the 

season of Advent opens before us and we remember who and to 

whom we belong. We recall why we choose to make this journey 

to Bethlehem each year. A time of renewal, a time of thanksgiving 

and praise, of hope, and joy as we share the Good News of the 

Messiah with others. 
   

As we journey through this Advent Season we are reminded of 

God‘s unfailing faithfulness, and grace. Reminded that even during 

the darkest of times there is always a spark of hope to lead us – a 

beacon of his unending love, and a reminder that despite our 

human failings, our God is a gracious, loving, and forgiving God.  



 
 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 

Luke 1:39-45 

 

39 
At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill 

country of Judea, 
40 

where she entered Zechariah‘s home and 

greeted Elizabeth. 
41 

When Elizabeth heard Mary‘s greeting, the 

baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit. 
42 

In a loud voice she exclaimed: ―Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 
43 

But why am I so 

favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
44 

As 

soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my 

womb leaped for joy. 
45 

Blessed is she who has believed that the 

Lord would fulfill his promises to her!‖ 

 Two women of such faith!  Each filled with the Holy Spirit, each 

in her own way fulfilling God's plan for the world.  Even 

Elizabeth‘s baby, surely it was the Holy Spirit that filled him that 

he leaped in his mother‘s womb for joy at the appearance of the 

Savior.  Did they really know they were giving birth to two men 

who would change the world? 

Oh, to have been in on their conversations during the three months 

that Mary stayed with Elizabeth.    

 

Dear God,  

As we prepare to again celebrate the birth of Jesus, let us always 

remember to leap with joy.  Amen  

 

 



 
 

Friday, December 22, 2017 

Luke 1:46-56 

Mary‘s song of joy and praise, called the Magnificat, is truly a 

remarkable description of what God has done, is doing, and will 

continue to do for those who love him. It is a song of exaltation 

and honor, referencing nearly a dozen places in the Hebrew 

Scriptures including Isaiah and the Psalms. Her song exalts the 

Lord and what God has done for her, as she confidently lives out 

his plans for her. 

The contrast of her situation to that of Sarah is interesting. Mary is 

the ‗young woman‘ of Isaiah 7:14, while Sarah is the older woman 

past the age of child bearing. Mary accepts this charge from God, 

with humility, trust, and reverence. Sarah‘s responses are to doubt 

and laugh at the absurdity of having a son at her age. Mary risked a 

great deal – rejection by Joseph, ostracism by her family and 

community, and even death by stoning for her seeming 

transgression. Sarah faced no such dangers. Mary had centuries of 

cultural development to guide her. Sarah had no such thing. 

It may be too much to ask when considering these differences; but, 

it does point out one more thing… Mary is exalted, and rightfully 

so. Sarah is honored as is her due. However, Mary‘s humility, 

acceptance, and trust in God‘s sovereignty, speaks volumes as to 

her fitness for being an excellent role model for our time. We too 

can confidently trust God in all things. This season offers an 

excellent opportunity for us to follow her example to renew our 

faith and trust in God. 

Lord,  Mary exemplifies living in your dominion with trust and 

humility. She shows us how to respond to the challenges that face 

us each day. Let it be as you desire – that we love one another, 

trusting in your ways, thus giving you all honor and glory. Thank 

you for all your blessings, especially Jesus. Help us live our 

relationship with you in trust, humility, and fidelity. Amen 

 



 
 

Saturday, December 23, 2017 

Luke 1:57-66 

(The Birth of John) 

 

The angel Gabriel appeared to the elderly Zachariah and told him 

that his equally elderly wife Elizabeth would bear a son and that 

they were to name him John. Because Zachariah didn‘t believe it, 

the angel told him he would be unable to speak until his son was 

born. 

As had been promised by the angel, Zachariah‘s wife Elizabeth 

(Mary‘s cousin) in due time gave birth to a son. They named him 

John, as the angel had instructed, even though it was not a family 

name; also, Zachariah was suddenly able to speak again and was 

praising God! 

In all that Judean hill country, people talked of nothing else and 

knew that God had clearly had a hand in this. 

 

Heavenly Father, we see your hand in everything, every day. Help 

us to never lose sight of this and to never falter in our belief that 

with you, all things are possible.  Amen 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Discussion For All 
The following discussion guide is to encourage discussion with 

others and within your family.  These may be good questions for 

personal reflection and for the dinner table.  Families with children 

were thought of in the creating of these questions and activities. 

 

Fourth Week of Advent ~ Love 
 
Discussion: 

 

1. Think about what Mary and Joseph experienced when Jesus 

was born.  How do you think they experienced God‘s love 

that day? 

 

2. How have you experienced God‘s love today?  This 

Holiday Season? This year? 

 

3. Does God‘s love change the way you live?  How has it 

affected your life? 

 

4. How will you show God‘s love to others this week?  

Encourage one another to keep to these. 

 

Activities: 

1. Share God‘s love this week by crafting or baking a gift for 

a neighbor. 

2. Choose someone you think 

could use an extra bit of love this 

week.  Do something special in 

secret just for them. 

 

3. Pray as a family to thank God 

for all the ways he has loved you this 

year and all of the ways he will in 

the year to come.  
 

 



 
 

Minute for Mission:  

Christmas Joy gifts have helped Menaul School changes lives 

for generations. 

 

Gary Lucero Jr., a sophomore at the Presbyterian-related Menaul 

School, has 20/20 vision that sees the promise of the future and the 

richness of the past. 

 

He looks forward to the year 2020 when he will graduate from 

Menaul, a racial ethnic secondary school, and envisions himself 

well prepared to 

enter college and young adulthood thanks to his time there. He also 

looks back on years past and sees the impact of the school on his 

family 

members. His family‘s history on the Albuquerque campus began 

more than a century ago. 

 

―A lot of my family has gone there, so there‘s a very big legacy, 

and that is important to me,‖ Gary says. One of Gary‘s maternal 

great  grandfathers, Jose I. Candelaria, a 1916 Menaul graduate, 

became pastor of Albuquerque‘s Second United Presbyterian 

Church. In addition to serving at Second, Candelaria helped start 

several congregations in northern New Mexico and southern 

Colorado. 

 

Joe Candelaria, Gary‘s grandfather and a 1950 Menaul graduate, 

worked for many years as a public school industrial education 

teacher. Menaul honored him with the Harper C. Donaldson 

Outstanding Alumni Award this year, citing his commitment to the 

values that Menaul seeks to instill through Christian education. 

 

Two of Gary‘s paternal great grandparents, Ofene Garcia, a 1934 

graduate, and Carlota Romero, a 1937 graduate, met at Menaul and 

later married. Both were active in the Presbyterian Church 

throughout their lives. 

 



 
 

―I come from a caring family, and they have done things to help 

the church and the school, and I am very proud of that,‖ he says. 

Gary has 28 relatives who attended Menaul, and his family 

continues its commitment to both the church and the school. 

 

―Menaul School has made an impact on our lives, and we are 

beyond grateful for the opportunity to have our son attend such a 

wonderful place,‖ says Gary’s mother, Joanne Lucero. 

 

While appreciative of the legacy he inherited, Gary also sees how 

the Menaul experience is shaping his future. ―The small classes 

help a lot, and the teachers and the coaches are very supportive,‖ 

Gary says. ―I love it here.‖ Gary is a high-achieving student and is 

on the track and basketball teams. 

 

Today Menaul students are beginning new legacies. Most come 

from homes where neither parent has attended college, and many 

sacrifice to send their child to the school because it sends nearly 

every graduate to schools of higher learning.  

 

Your gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering will help Menaul open the 

doors of opportunity for more students to begin their own legacies. 

Half of your 

gift will go to help Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and 

colleges train future leaders for our church and society, and the 

other half will go to help past and present church workers and their 

families who are in critical financial need.  

Let Us 
Let Us Pray: 

Empowering God, we give thanks for young people who strive to 

fulfill the potential you have given them.  May our church nurture 

them, encourage them, and listen to them.  Bless them and bless 

our future. Amen. 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be collected during worship, 

tomorrow, December 24
th

. 

For more info visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy 



 
 

Sunday, December 24, 2017 

Luke 2:1-14 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be collected during worship. 

Christmas Eve Family Worship Service at 5:30pm 

Food and Fellowship at 6:15pm 

Christmas Eve Traditional Worship Service at 7:30pm 

The Christmas Story:  Birth of Jesus Christ 

….. 7 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. …. 

After Jesus was born, an angel of the Lord  said to the shepherds 

living in the fields watching over their flock at night:  

………“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah,  the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, 

14 
―Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!‖ 

    Embarking on a long journey, away from the comforts of their 

own home with the impending birth of a child,  we can assume that 

Mary and Joseph, felt helpless and destitute finding an inn, 

vulnerable, uncertain of what comes next.    We may sometimes 

find ourselves in a much worse situation.   We may be forced to 

travel to unfamiliar distant places to work or it could be just as 

simple as not happy at something that we must do, our obligations 

posing a heavy burden on our lives, or we may get propelled into 

much bigger difficulties in some stage in our lives, giving us the 



 
 

sense of hopelessness, unstable life, uncertain future, inner turmoil, 

being alone.  

     We must trust God as Mary and Joseph did,  that in each step in 

our lives, He is there to provide for our needs,  bringing us light, 

peace and great joy; and saving us thru His son Jesus Christ, our 

Savior.  Let go of doubts and fears as Joseph and Mary did when 

they travelled to Bethlehem.  Trust God.   Emmanuel – God is with 

us! 

A simple, humble birth, the greatest love of all:   Share and spread  

the news that Jesus Christ is born, our savior, our hope, our joy, 

our peace. Jesus Christ is the good news! 

Dear loving Lord,   

Guide us and light our path as we embark on different 

journeys of our lives.  Be there for us when it gets tough, do not 

allow us to lose faith and hope. We may feel alone at times, 

helpless and destitute, but we feel your loving embrace most 

vividly in a much deeper sense.   With your Son Jesus Christ,  Our 

Savior, we will always have hope, joy, peace and love.     Thank 

you Lord for your most precious gift, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

…. A Savior 
has been born to you, 

   He is Christ,  

 
             the Lord…. 



 
 

Christmas Day 

December 25, 2017 

Colossians 1:15-20 

 
15 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation; 
16 

for in him all things in heaven and on earth were 

created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 

or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and 

for him. 
17 

He himself is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together. 
18 

He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to 

have first place in everything. 
19 

For in him all the fullness of God 

was pleased to dwell, 
20 

and through him God was pleased to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by 

making peace through the blood of his cross. 

 

 

On this blessed Christmas Day, this inspired Scripture from Paul‘s 

letter to the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in 

Colossae comes to us as well with words of reassurance and hope 

for our church family.  As parents prepare for the birth of children, 

getting their home and hearts and schedules ready for a precious 

new life, so too we have been eagerly preparing throughout Advent 

for this day of our Savior‘s birth to arrive.  Our church family and 

every orb of our lives originate in and for Jesus Christ!  In our 

often fractured and splintered world of pain, today by faith we 

claim and meditate on the promise that in him all things hold 

together!  From the day we‘re born, we know that our days are 

numbered and limited and that one day we‘ll die.  But in Christ we 

have the promise that because he is the firstborn from the dead, we 

too shall also rise and know eternal life in Christ.  In our 



 
 

relationships, some of which are broken and painful, we have the 

promise in Christ that God is pleased to reconcile to himself all 

things… making peace.  In our hearts, homes, and relationships, we 

give glory and praise to God for our Savior Jesus as he brings us 

his hope, peace, joy and love. 

 

 

Dear Lord Jesus,  

We rejoice today in your birth and life lived to save us and 

restore us in right relationship to God and the people you bring 

into our lives.  Amen. 
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