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Pastor’s Ponderings
   These days of August are hot and relaxing, prime time 
for blue sky thinking and often wishing life might be 
shaped more to one’s own preferred way.  Long ago 
God asked Solomon what he wished for:  5At Gibeon 
the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and 
God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6And Solomon 
said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant my father David, because he walked before you 
in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of 
heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great 
and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his 
throne today. 7And now, O Lord my God, you have made 
your servant king in place of my father David, although 
I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or 
come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people 
whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous 
they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, 
able to discern between good and evil; for who can gov-
ern this your great people?” 10It pleased the Lord that 
Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because 
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself 
long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but 
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what 
is right, 12I now do according to your word. Indeed I 
give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you 
has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 
you. 1 Kings 3:5-12 

   The offer to grant Solomon one wish as he em-
barked upon his reign engaged Solomon with 
God at the level of his very soul. To daydream is 
to become a citizen of the land of “once upon a 
time.” or its neighbor kingdom, “some day.” “I 
wish I may; I wish I might; have the wish I wish 
tonight!” is about dreaming. When one puts a 
deadline on a dream it becomes a goal. Someday 
becomes now. Somewhere becomes here. Some-
how becomes clear. The old saying, “Do not wish 
your life away!” is the distilled wisdom of count-
less wasted lives. If “ifs” and “buts” were candy 
and nuts what a Christmas we would have!” Eter-
nity begins with the statement, “I will.” The world 
does make way for a man or woman who knows 
where he or she is going.
   The difference between photographs and movies 
is the speed at which one sees the photographs. 
At one photo per second one is seeing pictures. 
As the speed is increased the movement at first 
becomes wooden and then begins to smooth out. 
The miracle occurs when the speed reaches 24 
frames per second. This is the speed used by our 
eyes to see moving objects. Now one has movies 
and no longer just sequential photographs.  Wish-
ing is like turning a picture album, looking at one 
page at a time. One never gets the sense of motion 
contained in the frozen photos. Willing is like sit-
ting in a dark movie theater watching an epic film. 
One soon is caught up in the action and totally 
involved in the drama. Wishing and waiting will 
never get one up to the speed needed to fully be 
alive.
   Wishing has to do with what one wants to do or 
to be in this world. In one’s unlimited ignorance, 
concerning what one can become, one seeks to 
imagine oneself as the “doctor, lawyer, and Indian 
chief.” The counsel to look away from the stars 
and unto one’s own hands is despised. How dare 
anyone tell another that he or she cannot become 
president!  To realize that one can only do what 
one can is the beginning of wisdom. Because one 
cannot rid the whole world of weeds is no excuse 
for not weeding one’s own garden. God will not 
hook a little red wagon to a locomotive, nor will 
he hook a loaded coal train to a bicycle. One never 
gets the opportunity to be faithful in great things, 
until one has proven faithful in little things. One 
of these days! One of these days! Someday never 
comes and lives of quiet desperation end with a 
whimper.
   Niebuhr’s serenity prayer is helpful, “God 
grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot 
change, the courage to change the things I can, and 
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Faithfully, Yours in Christ,
Pastor Gary

Do not remember the former things, or consider 
the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  
Isa. 43:18-19

the wisdom to know the difference.” The ability 
to know what can be changed if one is willing and 
what cannot be changed no matter how willing one 
is, is the ability to invest one’s life where it will 
make a difference. Anyone can find a thousand 
causes for which to die. Wisdom is able to say, 
“My hour has not yet come.” as well as, “For this 
hour I was born.” Knowing the right time (kairos) 
is not the same as knowing what time (chronos) it 
is. In one’s appointment with God what one asks 
for and what one does with it is the essence of 
one’s life. 
   The story of Solomon’s wish should cause us 
to wonder how much God is wanting to give us if 
only we would lay claim to it. Occasionally in the 
news, there are reports of winning lottery tickets 
that never get turned in. The prize money, often 
in the millions of dollars, is never collected, al-
though that cash is meant for someone. Could it 
be that God has given each of us winning tickets, 
but some of the time we never go to God to dis-
cover what it is that God wants to give us?  The 
greatest possession we can have in this world is 
the wisdom to know and serve God. The pursuit 
of some other goal might seem to be alluring, but 
in the end, anything other than wisdom will prove 
to be fleeting.

Pastor’s Ponderings continued from page one

One more time... again.

Once again, because of my past participation in 
the 3 Day Walk, and the amount of money I had 
raised, I was offered a chance to walk in anoth-
er city - airfare and hotel accommodations paid.  
So, again, why not?

I’m going to Minneapolis-St. Paul!

However, there is still money to raise - it is still 
$2,300.00.
Donations can be made online at www.the3day.
org.  Click on FIND A PARTICIPANT and follow 
the directions.  I will have donation forms for 
mailing, or donations can be given to me and I will 
do the work.
   
     This one’s for Bobbie.           
   
Mary-Margaret Allen

Breast Cancer 3 Day Walk
August 17-19, 2018
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College Park Preschool

Kim Wehmeyer, Acting Director

The children at College Park Preschool have been having FUN this Summer!  We’ve had lots of water ac-
tivities to keep the kids cool.  Our Summer session ended on July 26th.  We look forward to our new school 
year which resumes in early September.                                      Kim Wehmeyer, Acting Preschool Director
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Financial Report 06/30/18
     Envelope Offering for June 2018 was  $37,683.13
     Envelope Offering monthly budget 2018 is  $26,621.33 per month
   
     Envelope Offering Year to date:  (January thru June)

     

     If you have not paid your Per Capita, please do so.   ($35.00 per member) 

 SERMONS FOR SEPTEMBER

August 1st  -  Youth Group  -  6:00pm - 8:00pm
Youth Room (parking lot entrance)

August 1st, 2nd, & 4th  -  Vacation Bible School

August 5th Pastor Gary  -  The Food That Endures     John 6: 24-35
August 12th Pastor Gary  -  Wonder Bread    John 6:35, 41-51
August 19th Pastor Gary  -  On Changing “I Wish” to “I Will”      1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14
August 26th Pastor Gary  -  Hunger for God      John 6:56-69

           

September 2nd   Pastor Gary  -  What Do You See in the Mirror?               James 1:17-27
September 9th   Pastor Gary  -  Practice What You Preach James 2:1-17
September 16th   Pastor Gary  -  Taming the Tongue     James 3:1-12
September 23rd   Pastor Gary  -  Wisdom From Above    James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
September 30th   Pastor Gary  -  Healing Prayer          James 5:13-20 

  

 SERMONS FOR AUGUST

August 23rd  -  Newsletter Deadline
August 24th  -  Hot Dog Stand  -  7:00pm - 12:00am

Envelope Offering was                  $188,170.37
Envelope Offering budget is       $159,728.00

August 15th  -  Youth Group  -  6:00pm - 8:00pm
Youth Room (parking lot entrance)

August 29th  -  Youth Group  -  6:00pm - 8:00pm
Youth Room (parking lot entrance)



The
   Annual
      Summer
         Church
             Picnic

We All
      Had A

         Great
             Time
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Fannie Morgan Mangrello - 1st

Barbara Reisweiber - 3rd

Jack Shelver - 3rd

Ellis Dugger - 6th

Ivan Pedersen - 9th

Richard Seward - 12th

Donna Koehler - 14th

Ruth Juleen - 19th

Janet Sansom - 24th

Barbara Stevenson - 27th

Sharon Cameron - 31st

Updates on Robin Craig and Curtis McKee
Robin is home and is up and walking sooner 
than the medical staff thought possible.  
Both Tina and Robin thank the Lord and are 
grateful for the ongoing prayers and support 
from the church family.

Curtis is home and sounding very upbeat, 
he has someone at home who does laundry, 
cleans etc and his meals are taken care of.  
He hopes to be back in church soon.

Farewell and thanks to emilia modrusan:    After 
4 years here, at the end of August, as Emilia moves 
into her career as a full-time teacher, she will be con-
cluding her service for Christ here as our Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator.  She expressed her apprecia-
tion to the church, “Thank you all for the opportuni-
ties I’ve had here at Faith Presbyterian Church. I’ve 
grown in so many ways in this position over the last 
four years and I’m so grateful for everyone that has 
been part of this journey.”  Please make a point to ex-
press your appreciation as well back to Emilia when 
you see her.  God bless you Emilia!

“Music... will help dissolve your 
perplexities and purify your char-
acter and sensibilities, and in time 

of care and sorrow, will keep a 
fountain of joy alive in you.”

-- Dietrich Bonhoeffer --
Pastor Gary has been tasked with Jury duty, 
reporting Tuesday, August 14th.  He won’t know 
until that day whether the period of service is
only 1 day or several more.

Life
Faith

Family

Ruth Juleen
Happy Birthday!
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Report

by
Joe
Huffaker

   The search for our new pastor is moving along smartly.  The committee completed Faith 
Presbyterian’s Ministry Information Form (MIF), which was then approved by Session.  
Right now, our MIF is with the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry with a panel of review-
ers.  We expect them to review and give approval or recommend changes very soon; hope-
fully within a few weeks.  Once they’ve signed off on it, we’ll enter the information into the 
PC(USA) Church Leadership Connection (CLC) where it will be visible to anyone interested 
in our church.  When we upload to CLC, we’re officially looking for a person to be our pastor.  
We’re not sure how soon we’ll see applicants, but we hope it’ll be soon!

   In the meantime, PNC has held fruitful conversations of discernment into the qualities we’re 
looking for, questions we want to ask, and how best to understand and represent the congre-
gation so that we can choose the very best person.  We’ve discussed where we’re headed as a 
body of Christ; the ways in which our neighborhood is changing around us, and how we see 
our own congregation changing in the coming years.  Much of this discussion is informed by 
both the Mission Study Report and the Discovering Your Church’s Next Step seminar held 
last September.
 
   We know that many in the congregation have held the committee up in prayer and it is very 
much appreciated!  Every congregant knows how special our congregation is; keep this in 
mind and stay involved in the life of our church family as we work towards its next chapter.

     Cheers,
     Joe

Joe Huffaker, Chair  -  Jill Gustafson, Co-Chair
Ben Holman  -  Dr. Gordon Lillie  -  Sue Razzaia  -  Anastacia Tobin  -  Kim Wilson

members oF the

Pastor nominatinG Committee

Faith Student Ministries
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Bean Bag Chairs 
      Floor Cushions 
            Bar Height Table and Chairs 
                 Large Screen 
                       Speakers

ITEMS WE COULD USE:

Please contact Sarah Harvey
if you are interested in helping out

with this new ministry.

This August, we will be launching our
new  Youth Ministry Program

for Middle and High School Students.

This will including converting the space
under the sanctuary into a youth space

and starting a mid-week gathering.
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA  92115

(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org

Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Gary J. Ziccardi
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck

Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez

Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Sunday School Director: Emilia Modrušan

         Youth and Family: Sarah Harvey
Interim Preschool Director: Kim Wehmeyer

Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig

Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT

MONTH 

   AUG
23

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor

jcr14@att.net

Matthew 7:7

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA  92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


