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Pastor’s Ponderings

Faithfully, Yours in Christ,
Pastor Gary

Do not remember the former things, or consider 
the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  

   Now that summer vacation days are completed, 
schools are back in session, our choir is rested and 
ready, and the privilege and gift from God to worship, 
serve, evangelize, and fellowship together in this new 
2018-2019 year is before us, on Sunday, 9 September, 
Faith Presbyterian Church of San Diego is celebrating 
and inviting friends and neighbors to join us for our 
second annual RALLY DAY!
   We proclaim top and centered each week in the wor-
ship bulletin that we are “A family of Christ, welcom-
ing all, worshiping God, growing in the Spirit and joy-
ously serving others.”  On Rally Day we will be called 
to renew our awareness of and commitment to our 
Lord and one another.  I will be preaching on Practice 
What You Preach from James 2:1-21.
   We will have ministry leaders ready to share more 
with you about the many ways the Lord is known, 
served and glorified, inviting you to prayerfully consid-
er and sense the nudge of the Spirit toward your vital 
participation this next year.  Our ministries are many 
and diverse, but are incomplete without the full partici-
pation of all of our gifted and loved members!  These 
ministry areas include college outreach, congregational 
life, faith development & nurture, finance, memorial, 
mission, nominating, personnel, property, facilities, 
information technology, stewardship, worship & arts, 
communion, community service, flowers, home wor-
ship, labor of love, memorial service, prayer chain, 
prayer quilt, prison, and visitation. No matter our age 

or stage in life, we are ever called to committed 
participation in our walk of faith.
   Then beginning 12 Sept, every Wed night this 
year we’ll be gathering each week from 6-7:30 
PM for Koinonia Time as a church family.  Koi-
nonia is a Greek word that occurs 20 times in the 
Bible and means “fellowship, sharing in common, 
communion.” The first occurrence of koinonia 
is in Acts 2:42, “They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.” Christian fel-
lowship is a key aspect of the Christian life.  As 
believers in Christ, we have the special calling 
and privilege to come together in love, faith, and 
encouragement.  Penny Sartori has volunteered to 
head up preparing our weekly meal.  For those in-
terested, please speak to her about assisting in this 
area of service for Christ.  We’ll have a basket out 
with a suggested donation of $5 per individual or 
$10 per family.  We’ll glorify God singing a few 
songs, share in a time of study and discussion, and 
conclude in praying together.  
   The series of studies beginning in the evenings 
12 Sept are exciting, relevant and useful in our 
walks with the Lord.  The first 5 weeks are on 
John Ortberg’s studies The Me I Want to Be: 
Becoming God’s Best Version of YOU.  Follow-
ing this series as we head toward Thanksgiving 
and lots of extras, food and otherwise, the next 6 
weeks are on Rick Warren’s The Daniel Plan: 40 
Days to a Healthier Life where Faith, Food, Fit-
ness, Focus, and Friends are featured. Following 
that are Craig Groeschel’s struggles to “stand apart 
in a selfie-centered world,” recovering content-
ment, restoring intimacy, revealing authenticity, 
resurrecting compassion, and replenishing rest.  
   As together we RALLY into this year by God’s 
grace and mercy, let us inspire and encourage one 
another in a core trait of love:  4Love is patient; 
love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or ar-
rogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; 
it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice 
in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears 
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. 8Love never ends.  1 Cor 13



   Faith Presbyterian Church is launching a brand new 
ministry aimed at sharing the love of Jesus to middle 
and high school students in our community. Our church 
once had a small but thriving youth ministry, which, due 
to several factors, lost a lot of steam. Since coming on 
staff here at church, I have built and fostered relation-
ships and trust with the students who attend this church. 
My goal in the coming months is to build a small group 
of kids around those we already have, who will become 
a part of our church family. 
   While the main focus of this ministry will be minis-
tering to students, it will likely also have an impact on 
Faith Presbyterian Church as a whole. Having a thriv-
ing youth program has, in other churches, helped to 
grow their church by bringing in more families.
   Our new Youth Group meeting will launch on Sep-
tember 12th along with the Koinonia Time with which 
it will coincide. It will last from 6-7:30 pm and will 
include dinner and fellowship. Our first meetings will 
focus on having fun and getting to know each other, 
later on, we will also include a lesson.
   Right now, what I need from the congregation are vol-
unteers who are willing and able to be present for most 
Wednesday evenings during our youth group meeting 
time and to invest in any student who may come. 
   I appreciate all of the support I have already received 
from this congregation. I invite you to pray with me for 
all of those students that God will lead to our ministry.

Faith Student Ministries

This SEPTEMBER, we will be launching our
new  Youth Ministry Program

for Middle and High School Students.

This will including converting the space
under the sanctuary into a youth space
and starting a mid-week gathering.

Please contact Sarah Harvey
if you are interested in helping out

with this new ministry.
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Bean Bag Chairs 
      Floor Cushions 
            Bar Height Table and Chairs 
                 Large Screen 
                       Speakers

ITEMS WE COULD USE:

Sarah Harvey, Children, Youth and Family

College Park Preschool

Nancy McGeath, Director

   A native Michigander, Nancy has worked with child youth programs for over 30 years starting 
by working in her mother’s preschool, as a teenager.  Inspired by her mother’s work, Nancy devel-
oped a passion for working with children of all ages. Nancy has worked as a Child Development 
Director, Afterschool Program Manager, and most recently as the Child Youth Program Director 
overseeing child services in Naples, Italy for the U.S. Navy.  Nancy obtained her BS in Family 
Studies and Child Development from Arizona State, has a CA Director’s Permit, and is certified as 
an Education Trainer for PITC West ED.  Nancy has lived in San Diego for the last 25 years with 
her husband, and three boys ages 11, 20 and 22.  She enjoys spending time with her family, and 
being outdoors. Nancy is happy to be part of the College Park Preschool and Faith Presbyterian 
Church community, and looking forward to an exciting school year.

Meet NaNcy McGeath
Our New Preschool Director

- 2 -



Budget
% of Per Capita Summary

Total Per Capita
$6,848
Total Income as of July
$3,747

55%

DATES TO REMEMBER
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     Per Capita:
     Assessment for 2018 was $6,848.24
     Collected from January thru July 2018 was $3,747.00
     About 55%

 SERMONS FOR SEPTEMBER

September 3rd  -  Office Closed  -  Labor Day
September  12th, 19th & 26th  -  Koinonia Time - 6:00pm

Faith Family Center

October 7th Rev. Dr. Thomas D. Theriault     Mark 10:2-16
October 14th Rev. Dr. Thomas D. Theriault    Mark 10:17-31
October 21st Pastor Gary  -  Jesus Our Ransom          Mark 10:35-45   
October 28th Pastor Gary  -  Does God Hear Us?      Mark 10:46-52

           

September 2nd   Pastor Gary  -  What Do You See in the Mirror?               James 1:17-27
September 9th   Pastor Gary  -  Practice What You Preach James 2:1-17
September 16th   Pastor Gary  -  Taming the Tongue     James 3:1-12
September 23rd   Pastor Gary  -  Wisdom From Above    James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
September 30th   Pastor Gary  -  Healing Prayer          James 5:13-20 

  

 SERMONS FOR OCTOBER

September 20th  -  Newsletter Deadline

Financial Report 08/22/18
     Envelope Offering for July 2018 was  $29,907.06
     Envelope Offering monthly budget 2018 is  $26,621.33 per month

      If you have not paid your Per Capita, please do so.   ($35.00 per member) 

September 12th, 19th & 26th  -  Kid’s Koinonia Time - 6:00pm
Youth Ministry Room  (The Old Nursery)

September 14th  -  Hot Dog Stand  -  7:00pm-11:00pm
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RALLY DAY – SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9th! – Now that summer vacation days are 
completed, schools are back in session, our choir is rested and ready, and the privilege 
and gift from God to worship, serve, evangelize, and fellowship together in this new 
2018-2019 year is before us, on the September 9th we will celebrate RALLY DAY!   We 
are “A family of Christ, welcoming all, worshiping God, growing in the Spirit and joy-
ously serving others.”  We are being called to renew our awareness of and commitment 
to our Lord and one another.  As the Apostle Paul taught in 1 Cor. 12, we are connected 
to one another in relationships, gifting and mission:    12 For just as the body is one and 
has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it 
is with Christ ….4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 
varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is 
the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifesta-
tion of the Spirit for the common good.  We will have ministry leaders ready after the 
service on the 10th on the patio and around the Faith Family Center to share more with 
you about the many ways the Lord is known, served and glorified, inviting you to prayer-
fully consider and sense the nudge of the Spirit toward your vital participation this next 
year.  Our ministries are many and diverse, but are incomplete without the full participa-
tion of all of our gifted and loved members!  These ministry areas include choir, college 
outreach, congregational life, faith development & nurture, finance, memorial, mission, 
nominating, personnel, property, facilities, information technology, stewardship, worship 
& arts, communion, community service, flowers, home worship, labor of love, memorial 
service, prayer chain, prayer quilt, prison, and visitation.

PIX
FROM
LAST
YEAR

and who could ever forget the sermon

We will have 
ministry leaders 
in the patio after 

the service
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Emilia Modrusan - 4th

Ruthe Anne Christ - 10th

Joe Huffaker - 20th

Steve Wood - 22ndLife
Faith

Family

New Members Class
If you would like to explore becoming an Active 

or Affiliate Member of Faith Presbyterian Church, 
please talk to Pastor Gary or send him an e-mail 

at gziccardi@fpsd.org to enroll in the classes pro-
jected for the 4th and the 11th of November from 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM in the Pastor’s Office.

Adult Education Hour Presents: What is God’s Will for me? Us? 
By: David Helkenn 

Faith PC is in the midst of transition. Many are asking “What is God’s will for 
us at this time?” Often, individuals ask the same question when it comes to 

their personal relationship with God. Many people have difficulty answering 
this question as they try to live in a way that honors God. 

Help is available. Starting September 23, and continuing on September 30, 
and October 7, the Adult Education Hour will be dealing with this and related 
questions. So, if you’d like to learn more about what God’s will is for you and 

the church, come and join other adults at 11 in room 1. Study materials will 
be provided at no cost to you, so please contact David Helkenn or the church 

office to enable a count of those planning to attend. 
If you’d like childcare, contact the office at 619: 582-8480 to request it.

See you there!

If you would like to see your birthday 
listed in the newsletter with just the day, 
not the year.  Please email that informa-
tion to Joe Rodriguez (jcr14@att.net)

The Chancel Flowers

Sharon Cameron
Flower Ministry

The current
price is $75.00.

Just a reminder that 
the cost of the floral 

arrangements can 
be split with another 

member.
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Report

by
Joe
Huffaker

Faith Presbyterian Church
MissioN stateMeNt: 

A family of Christ, welcoming all, worshiping  God, growing in the Spirit and joyously serving others.

VisioN stateMeNt: 
Solely by the grace of God, we desire and declare ourselves to be an inclusive church, where all 

persons are welcome to come, to inquire and become part of the Faith Family in response to God’s 
urging. We welcome all persons into membership regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, age, sexual ori-
entation, marital status, social or economic status, physical or mental challenge. We acknowledge that 
each of us is part of Christ’s Body, the Church, not by the merit of our lives, but wholly by the grace 

and mercy of God revealed in Jesus Christ.

Joe Huffaker, Chair  -  Jill Gustafson, Co-Chair
Ben Holman  -  Dr. Gordon Lillie  -  Sue Razzaia  -  Anastacia Tobin  -  Kim Wilson

MeMbers of the

Pastor NoMiNatiNG coMMittee

   After a slow month awaiting Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry (COM) to approve our 
Mission  Information Form (MIF), PNC is running full speed again.  (Quick reminder…the 
MIF is Faith’s job opening form. It tells who we are, who we aspire to be, and the character-
istics of the pastor we seek) COM approved our MIF in mid-August.  Then, the committee 
uploaded the form to PC(USA)’s website, where it was released to the denomination for inter-
ested candidates to review.  In the last week, PNC has received many resumes for candidates 
who meet our search criteria and we are in the process of evaluating them.  This is a wonder-
ful step forward in the life of our church and we’re excited!  
 
   So, just who are we looking for?  The Mission Study Report identified many characteris-
tics we as a congregation value.  It includes such items as orator/good preacher, Godly and 
faithful, and inclusive.  We’re looking for someone with spiritual maturity; a teacher good at 
discipling.  Someone who can honor and support our traditional approach to worship, and, at 
the same time, reach out to a younger generation in ways that relate God’s grace and mercy 
in more contemporary terms.  Someone who can help us build community in a neighborhood 
whose racial and ethnic demographics are changing.  While we believe that the congregation 
will shift over time to meet the changes in our neighborhood and society, we seek someone 
who will keep the church recognizable to our current members; caring for our needs and chal-
lenging us to grow in our faith.
 
   If you have any questions, please give them to a member of the committee and they’ll be 
answered through the bulletin and/or newsletter.
 
   PNC is enthusiastic about our progress, but there’s still a long way to go.  Please stay in-
volved in the life of our congregation as we move forward with exciting developments in our 
congregational life.  In the next few weeks, a Wednesday night fellowship starts.  SDSU stu-
dents will return, to be greeted with hot dogs.  Our Children’s ministry is growing with the 
addition of a high school component.  Pray for these, and other events, and come be a part!
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   I’ll start with the good news- I am officially a teacher! I finished my credential through SDSU and 
have secured a job down the street at Hardy Elementary for the upcoming school year. I will be teaching 
a 1st and 2nd-grade combo class. I’m very nervous but also very excited! 
   The bad news is that I am going to be leaving my position at Faith. As most of you know, I grew up in 
this church and was blessed to be hired as staff while attending SDSU for my undergrad. I started out as 
the Sunday School Coordinator four years ago and then gradually took on more responsibilities as the 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator. It was a privilege to have worked with the children of Faith, and I’ve 
loved seeing all of them grow and learn – as I’m sure many of you feel about all the “kids” my age!
   Thank you all for the oppor-
tunities I’ve had here at Faith 
Presbyterian Church. I’ve grown 
in so many ways in this position 
over the last four years and I’m 
so grateful for everyone that has 
been part of this journey. I leave 
you in very capable hands.
Faith Presbyterian is my home 
and my family and I hope to see 
you all soon. 

With Love, 
Emilia Modrušan

Dear Faith Family,

 WE’RE WE’RE
 BACK BACK

The Choir and handbells reTurn in sepTember

First Choir Rehearsal Thursday Evening, September 6th at 7:00pm
First Sunday in Worship, September 9th, Warmup at 8:45am

First Handbell Choir Rehearsal Thursday Evening, September 13th at 6:00pm

   If you have ever thought about singing with us, September would be a good 
time to give it a try.  Besides our regular Sunday music, we will begin working on 
our Christmas music. 
  Since I am promoting the choir, I might as well mention that we need a couple 
more handbell ringers in our handbell ensemble.   
   If you are interested in either choir, please contact me.  I will be happy to 
talk with you about it.
Joe Rodriguez, Director of Music Ministry                                                  



   Beginning 12 Sept, every Wed night this year we’ll be gathering each week from 6-7:30 PM for Koinonia 
Time as a church family.  Koinonia is a Greek word that occurs 20 times in the Bible and means “fellowship, 
sharing in common, communion.” The first occurrence of koinonia is in Acts 2:42, “They devoted themselves 
to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” Christian fellowship 
is a key aspect of the Christian life.  As believers in Christ, we have the special calling and privilege to come 
together in love, faith, and encouragement.  Penny Sartori has volunteered to head up preparing our weekly 
meal.  For those interested, please speak to her about assisting in this area of service for Christ.  We’ll have a 
basket out with a suggested donation of $5 per individual or $10 per family.  We’ll glorify God singing some 
songs, share in a time of study and discussion, and conclude in praying together.  
   The series of studies beginning in the evenings 12 Sept are exciting, relevant and useful in our walks with 
the Lord.  The first 5 weeks are on Rev John Ortberg’s studies The Me I Want to Be: Becoming God’s Best 
Version of YOU.  John is the senior Pastor of Menlo Church in the Bay Area, a classmate and friend of Pas-
tor Gary’s from their days together at Wheaton College.  He says, “Redemption is always the redemption of 
creation.  God wants you to become a new creation.  But new doesn’t mean completely different; instead, it’s 
like an old motorcycle that gets restored to its intended magnificence.  The good news is that as God redeems 
you and restores you, you become more you.  You become more that person God had in mind when he first 
thought you up.  God is not interested in mass-producing you, but rather handcrafting you to be his best ver-
sion of you.”  

These are the dates and topics we’ll be covering from this series:

KoiNoNia tiMe

   As a part of our new Wednesday night Koinonia Time, we will be offering a lesson for kids aged PreK-5th 
Grade. After a time of food and worship with the adults, the kids will move to room 2 for their lesson. We will 
be using a two year, new-to-us curriculum from Sparkhouse called Holy Moly, which aims to “ignite a biblical 
imagination that lasts a lifetime with animated videos, creative activities, and age-appropriate Bibles.”
   While all kids will be together in the beginning, my hope is that it will grow and we will be able to offer a 
separate, preteen class for our 4th and 5th graders. This preteen class will allow the older kids to dive deeper 
into the scriptures as well as discuss challenges that are unique to their age group.
   This will be a great time to build on the Christian education our kids already receive on Sunday mornings and 
allow kids to invite friends to something that might feel more accessible than Sunday morning worship.
   We are looking for people who would like to help lead these lessons for the children. If you are interested or 
have any questions, please let me know!

Kid’s KoiNoNia tiMe
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If you have a favorIte hymn and/or spIrItual 
song, we would lIke to sIng It durIng the sIng-

Ing portIon of our koInonIa tIme. you can 
let us know your choIce(s) by contactIng Joe 
rodrIguez vIa emaIl at  jcr14@att.net  wIth 

your choIce(s).

September 12th - Discovering the Spirit
September 19th - Renewing My Mind
September 26th - Redeeming My Time

October 3rd - Deepening My Relationships
October 10th - Transforming My Experience
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Stu and Irene Elder
Celebrate their 70th
Wedding Anniversary

   When we think of what the great apostle Paul was like, the idea of humility isn’t the 
first one that jumps into our minds. Consider his own admission:

   Now for a preacher, that’s quite a comment. The man comes up front and    declares not 
only his lack of persuasiveness but his reason why—that they might not be impressed 
with his ability but rather with God’s power.
   There’s something very authentic in Paul’s humility. Over and over read similar words 
in his writings. I’m convinced that those who were instructed face-to-face by the man 
became increasingly more impressed with the living Christ and less impressed with Paul.
   When people follow image-conscious leaders, the leader is exalted. He is placed on a 
pedestal and ultimately takes the place of the head of the church.
   But when people follow leaders with servant hearts, the Lord God is exalted. Those 
people speak of God’s person, God’s power, God’s work, God’s name, God’s Word... all 
for God’s glory.

Charles suggests a couple of revealing tests of humility:

1. A non-defensive spirit when confronted. This reveals a willingness to be accountable. 
Genuine humility operates on a rather simple philosophy:
          Nothing to prove.      Nothing to lose.

2. An authentic desire to help others. I’m referring to a sensitive, spontaneous awareness 
of needs. A true servant stays in touch with the struggles others experience. There is that 
humility of mind that continually looks for ways to serve and to give.

In short, when it is genuine, humility becomes a conduit for the power of God.

My message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wis-
dom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith 
would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.
                                                                       (1 Corinthians 2:4–5)
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The San Diego Street Choir pres-
ents their annual concert at 7PM on 
Friday, September 14, 2018, at First 
Presbyterian Church of San Diego. 

The choir, consisting of homeless 
people in downtown San Diego, is 
directed by Rom Bolles, pastor of 

worship and arts at La Jolla Presby-
terian Church. The theme this year 
is tunes from Broadway Musicals. 

The concert features the Street 
Choir plus special guests from local 

San Diego theaters! A free-will of-
fering will be received. ALL PRO-

CEEDS will be given to the arts 
therapy program at Monarch School 

which serves homeless kids. Hear-
ing this choir is an inspiration!

   If you were to walk into a meeting of Faith Women’s Circle you might notice some interesting objects in the 
middle of the table. There is a globe-shaped piggy bank for receiving our pennies for the Least Coin Offer-
ing in which we join Christian women around the world in support of mission causes. Each woman gives the 
“least coin”, or smallest unit of currency, of her country.  There is also a big pink pig-shaped piggy bank in 
which we deposit quarters and nickels toward our annual donation to Heifer Project. Last Christmas we bought 
a flock of chickens and a beehive.  All in all a great way to dispose of loose change! We also support missions 
through the Birthday and Thank Offerings of the Presbyterian Women of the PC/USA. Recently we adopted 
Days for Girls International, an organization that supplies reusable hygiene kits to girls and young women in 
developing countries who otherwise would need to miss several days of school each month.
   The heart of our Circle is our Bible Study. Each year we use the study published by Horizons Magazine, the 
magazine for Presbyterian Women. This year the theme is “God’s Promise: I Am With You.” 
   We will resume meeting in September on our regular meeting day, the second Thursday of the month. We 
will be digging into God’s Word and sharing what we are learning and how God is working in our lives. If you 
would like to join us on this adventure, we would love to see you there on Thursday, September 13, at 11:00 in 
Room 3. All women are welcome!
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FAITH WOMEN’S CIRCLE
By Carla Euliss



    My 5-1/2 years as Director of Music of Faith Presbyterian Church (1995-2000) remain the happiest of my many 
years in church music. You never looked back to the “good old days.” Rather you obeyed God’s call to “remember 
not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you 
not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:18, 19) Since November 2000 I have served Lutheran and Methodist churches in Pacific 
Beach, Mission Valley, and Allied Gardens. I now return to my home church as an active member and support you in 
whatever ways I can as we anticipate the person God is calling to be our next pastor. 
     It truly feels like I have come home. During my time serving other churches, my links with many of you remained 
strong. You are my family. I enjoy visiting different churches, particularly the many new congregations that are 
springing up all around us. Jesus is indeed building his church in San Diego. Yet worshipping with you these recent 
weeks makes me feel that I have found the church of my dreams.
     There are several factors that make me feel this way. First, an expansive traditional worship. I love Paul’s words 
to the Corinthians: “I delivered unto you as of first importance what I also received…” (I Cor. 15:3) None of us 
invented the Christian faith, and I am restless in rootless, cut-flower worship. Your services are rich in the heritage of 
worship while gently incorporating contemporary elements such as the use of screens and more contemporary music. 
Joe’s service playing and the choir’s loyalty is superb. Your worship feeds my soul. Second, the gospel.  What did 
Paul say was of first importance? “Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” (vs. 3, 4) The redemptive work of Jesus is the cen-
ter of our faith, and that is what you proclaim week after week. Third, love. Jesus said: “By this shall all people know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:35) Your faith is validated by the awesome love 
that radiates among the members of the congregation and out from you into the world. The many ministries of the 
Board of Deacons and the Missions Committee are examples of your caring outreach to the needy nearby and around 
the world.
     Your commitment to the gospel and to love is clear in your commitment to being an inclusive church. Recent 
Bible scholarship, much from conservative evangelical scholars, concludes that the Bible simply does not deal with 
homosexuality as a natural part of the human condition or with committed love between same-sex partners. Verses 
traditionally used to condemn these are culturally conditioned (as are others such as slavery, the role of women in 
the church, or divorce and remarriage). The point is that your statement is solidly within reformed theology: that our 
place in the church is “solely by the grace of God” and that “each of us is part of Christ’s Body, the Church, not by 
the merit of our lives, but wholly by the grace and mercy of God revealed in Jesus Christ.”  Paul wrote: “Speaking 
the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ … making the body grow so 
that it builds itself up in love.” (Eph. 4:15, 16)) As we speak the truth in love, this is the church of my dreams!
     Many felt that the combined Session/Deacons meeting on June 16 was a high point in the life of our church. There 
was pervasive optimism for this church, honesty in identifying both our strengths and weaknesses, and a rich spirit 
of prayer that God would guide us strongly into the future. This leads me to two points I would hold up as things to 
focus on as we move ahead. First, clearly calling people to become disciples of Jesus Christ. We do not invite people 
simply to be a “good person” and help others as best they can. Jesus’ mandate to the church is to “make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them (i.e. make converts) and teaching them to observe all I have commanded you” (Matt. 
28:19, 20). Just getting people to join our religious club is not enough.

the church of My dreaMs: reflectioNs oN coMiNG hoMe
by Bob Plimpton
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    And second, consistent prayer. The British preacher Spurgeon said that “prayer was the lifeblood of the early 
church. Through prayer, life-sustaining power was derived.  Prayer is like a grace-o-meter, from which we may 
judge the amount of divine working among a people. If God is near a church, it must pray. And if He is not there, 
one of the first tokens of His absence will be slothfulness in prayer.”  (Crosswalk.com, July 7, 2016). The challenges 
facing the church today require supernatural solutions. General culture has long by-passed the church. The impact of 
television, the internet and pop music make thoughtful proclamation in the 21st century almost impossible. Yet with 
God “all things are possible.” Relying solely on divine power, Paul said to the Corinthians: “My speech and my mes-
sage were not in plausible words of wisdom but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might 
human wisdom but in the power of God” 
(I Cor. 2:4, 5). The future of the church 
rests not in our cleverness but on our 
dependence on divine power. Let us be 
fervent in prayer, particularly for the Pas-
tor Nominating Committee and the new 
youth ministry initiative this fall.
    This reflection began as I recalled a 
beautiful prayer that frequently appeared 
in the bulletin of the Bryn Mawr Presby-
terian Church. With it I close.

Almighty God, as we pray for the Church Universal,
we pray for God’s blessing on the Church in this place. 

 Here may the faithful find salvation and the careless be awakened;
may the doubting find faith and the anxious be encouraged; 

 may the tempted find help and the sorrowful comfort;
may the weary find rest and the strong be renewed; 

 may the aged find consolation and the young be inspired,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Vacation BiBle School 2018

At this year’s Hero Training Academy Vacation Bible School, kids 
learned that they can be Heroes for God! We looked at some lesser-
known heroes of the Bible like Miriam and Joshua to find out what 

it takes to be heroes like them! Kids and adults alike had a great time 
singing, playing, learning and creating. Thank you to all of our 

amazing volunteers who made VBS happen!



- 14 -



A  Future
VBSer

With Her
Mom & Dad
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