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Monthly Newsletter

Pastor’s Ponderings

Faithfully, Yours in Christ,
Pastor Gary

Do not remember the former things, or consider 
the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  

   I just finished reading United States Navy SEAL Eric 
Greitens’ book The Warrior’s Heart.  In it he shares per-
sonal life-shaping experiences and the wisdom passed 
on from respected mentors.  In his intense 6 month long 
BUD/S Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL training 
at the Naval Amphibious Base Coronado, the require-
ment to swim underwater the 2 lengths of the 25 meter 
pool was a difficult test to pass.  Eric followed the fol-
lowing 3 steps: 1) take a deep breath 2) go deep 3) stay 
relaxed, and though he sensed that he was out of oxy-
gen at the 25 meter halfway point, was able to safely 
and successfully complete the 2nd 25 meter length un-
derwater by calmly repeating “stay relaxed” with each 
smooth swim stroke all the way to the end.  What an 
inspiring story from this Navy veteran!
   Throughout life, we face new subjects to learn and 
challenges to meet and overcome.  We’re now into a ro-
bust fall season with full “to-do” lists, busy people liv-
ing in a busy world of much motion, thoughts, sounds 
and activities.  As disciples of Jesus Christ, how can 
we live healthy and peaceful lives in the midst of this 
ongoing barrage of voices and happenings?
   I suggest intentionally seeking silence.  Consider 
these life-giving insights from Frederick Buechner in 
his book Telling Secrets, “What deadens us most to 
God’s presence within us, I think, is the inner dialogue 
that we are continuously engaged in with ourselves, the 
endless chatter of human thought.  I suspect that there 
is nothing more crucial to true spiritual comfort, as the 

huge monk in cloth of gold put it, than being able 
from time to time to stop that chatter, including 
the chatter of spoken prayer.  If we choose to seek 
the silence of the holy place, or to open ourselves 
to its seeking, I think there is no surer way than by 
keeping silent.  God knows I am no good at it, but 
I keep trying, and once or twice I have been lucky, 
graced.” 
   Every morning, before I start the coffee brewing, 
making breakfast or checking on the news, I go 
to a quiet chair in with my Bible and prayer book 
closed, sit still and wait upon the Lord in silence 
for a little while.  In the silence I become aware of 
God’ abiding and close Presence.  I commend this 
practice to you for your daily walk with the Lord.
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College Park Preschool
Nancy McGeath, Director

I am looking forward to a wonderful school year.
    Best regards,
        Nancy McGeath
            College Park Preschool Director

Welcome to College Park Preschool.  The 
new school year has begun, and we’ve got-
ten off to a great start.  It’s been wonderful 

seeing all the smiling faces arriving and 
leaving school each day.  Thank you to those 

who stopped by my office to wish me well 
for my first week.  I am enjoying getting to 
know all of the children and their families.

In addition to the new teachers, I am the new Pre-
school Director.  I am happy to be part of College Park 
Preschool, as well as the First Presbyterian Church 
community.  I hope to bring my years of experience in 
the early childhood field to the school, and continue 
to offer the high-quality programs College Park Pre-
school has always been known for.

We have several new teachers in the preschool pro-
gram this year, and several new co-teacher teams.  
We welcome new teachers Mariah Salgado (Wild 

Things), Diana Zavala (Butterflies), Kim Wehmeyer 
(Sunflowers), and Stephanie Inouye and Kimberly 

Dunbar (Art Studio).



Budget
% of Per Capita Summary

Total Per Capita
$6,848
Total Income as of August
$3,792

55%

DATES TO REMEMBER
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 SERMONS FOR NOVEMBER

October 7th  -  World Communion Sunday
October 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th  & 31st  -  Koinonia Time  -  6:00pm

Faith Family Center 

November 4th   Pastor Gary  -  The Greatest Commandment               Mark 12:28-34
November 11th   Pastor Gary  -  Stash or Share? Mark 12:38-44
November 18th   Pastor Gary  -  Living Daily Close to God     Mark 13:1-8
November 25th   Pastor Gary  -  What is Truth?           John 18:33-37 

  

October 18th  -  Newsletter Deadline

Financial Report 09/11/18
     Envelope Offering for August 2018 was  $36,997.08
     Envelope Offering monthly budget 2018 is  $26,621.33 per month

      If you have not paid your Per Capita, please do so.   ($35.00 per member) 

October 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th  & 31st  -  Kid’s Koinonia Time  -  6:00pm
Youth Ministry Room  (The Old Nursery)

October 31st  -  Hot Dog Stand  -  11:00am

 SERMONS FOR OCTOBER
October 7th Rev. Dr. Thomas D. Theriault     Mark 10:2-16
 “Sticky Wicket #1:  Marriage and Divorce”
October 14th Rev. Dr. Thomas D. Theriault    Mark 10:17-31

           

“Sticky Wicket #2:  Money and Materialism”
October 21st Pastor Gary  -  Jesus Our Ransom          Mark 10:35-45   
October 28th Pastor Gary  -  Does God Hear Us?      Mark 10:46-52

           

Bio of Rev Dr Tom Theriault
   Tom Theriault is a grateful follower of Jesus who was brought to faith in high school.  His walk with Christ was much 
strengthened by his involvement in Intervarsity Christian Fellowship while attending the University of Washington, where 
he majored in psychology and history.   While serving as a leader in IVCF, Tom felt called to vocational ministry.  He 
twice graduated from Fuller Seminary, earning an MDiv and then a DMin in Intercultural Studies.
   Tom served Presbyterian churches in La Crescenta, CA,  Yakima, WA, and he retired last summer after 21 years a 
Mission Pastor at Solana Beach Pres.   For six years, along with his wife Judy, he directed the Presbyterian Center for 
Mission Studies in Pasadena.
   He and Judy are immensely blessed with two daughters, one son, a daughter-in-law and son-in-law, and five unbeatable 
grandchildren, all of whom live in the San Diego area!  Retirement allows for a lot of happy grandparenting!!

October 11th  -  Hot Dog Stand  -  11:00am
October 14th  -  Potato Luncheon  -  11:00am

October 27th  -  Trunk or Treat  -  4:00pm
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FROM

THIS
YEAR
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   It has been an exciting month in Children’s and Youth Ministry with Sarah taking on
Sunday School and the beginning of Koinonia time! We have started new curriculums for 
all classes. On Sundays, our kids age Preschool-5th grade are using a lectionary-based
curriculum called Spark Lectionary. This program keeps kids grounded in the church
calendar and has great activities for them to do each week! On Wednesday nights our kids 
are following a curriculum called Holy Moly! This is taking kids through the story of 
the Bible, starting with Abraham. Our Middle and High School student class is working 
through a program called Re:Form which aims to build a firm foundation of faith in the 
lives of young people through great videos and fun activities. We are also attempting
to start regular youth group meetings on Wednesday nights running concurrently with
Koinonia time. 

   We need volunteers of all skill levels to help pour into the lives of our kids! Please consider
volunteering with our Children’s or Youth Ministries. See Sarah Harvey for more information.

NEWS
Children -Youth - Family

ministries

Sarah Harvey, Director

The
    Potato
              Lunch

 

OCT
14th

after  
church



Our annual Trunk or Treat event is coming soon! This is 
always a fun event for everyone involved! We still need 
people to sign up to help. Just bring your car, decorate 
your trunk, and have a great time handing out candy to lo-
cal kids who stop by! We can help supply the decorations 
and candy if you like. If you are not able to help during 
the event, donations of candy would be appreciated! See 
Sarah Harvey or Steve Wood for more information.

Trunk or TreaT
4-7pm
ocTober 27Th
church parking LoT
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Helen Musil - 9th

Genelle Scott - 24th

Life
Faith

Family

New Members Class
If you would like to explore becoming 
an Active or Affiliate Member of Faith 

Presbyterian Church, please talk to Pastor Gary 
or send him an e-mail at gziccardi@fpsd.org to 
enroll in the classes projected for the 4th and the 
11th of November from 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

in the Pastor’s Office.
If you would like to see your birthday 

listed in the newsletter with just the day, 
not the year.  Please email that informa-
tion to Joe Rodriguez (jcr14@att.net)

New Addresses and Phone Numbers
Robert (Bob) Plimpton

Curtis McKee
Please call the church office for information
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by
Joe
Huffaker

Faith Presbyterian Church
mission sTaTemenT: 

A family of Christ, welcoming all, worshiping  God, growing in the Spirit and joyously serving others.

Vision sTaTemenT: 
Solely by the grace of God, we desire and declare ourselves to be an inclusive church, where all 

persons are welcome to come, to inquire and become part of the Faith Family in response to God’s 
urging. We welcome all persons into membership regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, age, sexual ori-
entation, marital status, social or economic status, physical or mental challenge. We acknowledge that 
each of us is part of Christ’s Body, the Church, not by the merit of our lives, but wholly by the grace 

and mercy of God revealed in Jesus Christ.

PNC has received many dozens of resumes, which we’re examining.  We’ve seen 
resumes from around the country, and even a few from outside the continental US.  
Some of these have reached out to us directly after reading our Mission Study and 
have expressed a desire to be part of our community.  Happily, we’re greatly encour-
aged by many well-qualified and exciting looking (on paper!) candidates we’ve set 
aside for further review.  Moving forward, we’ll make our list of those we want to 
interview and to learn more about.  Please keep the committee in your thoughts and 
prayers, particularly for discernment and wisdom.

Joe Huffaker, Chair
Jill Gustafson, Co-Chair

Ben Holman
Dr. Gordon Lillie

Sue Razzaia
Anastacia Tobin

Kim Wilson

members of The

pasTor nominaTing commiTTee

PRAY FOR THE PNC
 for wisdom....   for discernment....
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KID ST HEF ORFU N



These are the dates and topics we’ll be covering from this series:

koinonia Time

   As a part of our new Wednesday night Koinonia Time, we will be offering a lesson for kids aged PreK-5th 
Grade. After a time of food and worship with the adults, the kids will move to room 2 for their lesson. We will 
be using a two year, new-to-us curriculum from Sparkhouse called Holy Moly, which aims to “ignite a biblical 
imagination that lasts a lifetime with animated videos, creative activities, and age-appropriate Bibles.”
   While all kids will be together in the beginning, my hope is that it will grow and we will be able to offer a 
separate, preteen class for our 4th and 5th graders. This preteen class will allow the older kids to dive deeper 
into the scriptures as well as discuss challenges that are unique to their age group.
   This will be a great time to build on the Christian education our kids already receive on Sunday mornings and 
allow kids to invite friends to something that might feel more accessible than Sunday morning worship.
   We are looking for people who would like to help lead these lessons for the children. If you are interested or 
have any questions, please let me know!

kid’s koinonia Time
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If you have a favorIte hymn and/or spIrItual 
song, we would lIke to sIng It durIng the sIng-

Ing portIon of our koInonIa tIme. you can 
let us know your choIce(s) by contactIng Joe 
rodrIguez vIa emaIl at  jcr14@att.net  wIth 

your choIce(s).

October 3rd - Deepening My Relationships
October 10th - Transforming My Experience

Continuing each Wed evening we’ll be gathering from 6-7:30 PM for Koinonia Time as a church family.  
Koinonia is a Greek word that occurs 20 times in the Bible and means “fellowship, sharing in common, 
communion.” The first occurrence of koinonia is in Acts 2:42, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” Christian fellowship is a key aspect 
of the Christian life.  As believers in Christ, we have the special calling and privilege to come together in 
love, faith, and encouragement.  We glorify God singing some songs, share in a time of study and discus-
sion, and conclude in praying together.  
The series of studies are exciting, relevant and useful in our walks with the Lord.  The final 2 weeks of from 
Rev John Ortberg’s studies The Me I Want to Be: Becoming God’s Best Version of YOU are:

Following this series as we head toward Thanksgiving and lots of extras, food and otherwise, 
the next 6 weeks are on Rick Warren’s The Daniel Plan: 40 Days to a Healthier Life where 
Faith, Food, Fitness, Focus, and Friends are featured.

October 17th - Faith: Nurturing Your Soul
October 24th - Food: Enjoying God’s Abundance
October 31st - Fitness: Strengthening Your Body

November 7th - Focus: Renewing Your Mind
November 14th - Friends: Encouraging One Another

November 21st - Living the Lifestyle
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On 15 September, Troop 51 Boy Scouts of America conducted a Court 
of Honor in the Faith Family Center to celebrate four Scouts reaching 
the rank of Eagle.  The Eagle rank is only achieved by about 4 percent 
of Scouts.  These four boys came into Troop 51 together from Cub Scout 
Pack 300, where Richard Volkert has served as Cubmaster for over 5 
years.  The boys worked together and earned this significant milestone 
before starting high school.  In order to earn the rank, each of the boys 
was required to plan and lead a community service project.  Rory Volk-
ert’s project was to provide backpack hooks for a classroom at Kempton 
Elementary School.  Rizq Hubbard, one of the boys pictured with the 
cake, planned a project that directly benefitted Faith Presbyterian—build-
ing and installing cabinets for our foyer.  All together, they contributed 
over 100 community service hours while doing these projects.  The Court 
of Honor was well attended by several members of our Faith family, 
including previous Eagle Scouts Joe Huffaker, Martin van Boskirk, and 
Michael Ballard.  Also, Pastor Gary led the invocation and the benedic-
tion.  The Volkerts are thrilled you all could help us celebrate. 
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come...
   see...
      hear....

our own

beTsy 
besToso 

perform

 I perform with the Sunday Company at National Comedy Theatre. My group is an improvisa-
tional comedy group, so it isn’t like stand up, sketch comedy, or any theater that was written or 
planned ahead of time. Instead, we have many different formats and games but we make up all our 
scenes and jokes live, right in front of the audience. We base our scenes and jokes off suggestions 
from the audience so every show is different. I’ve been doing improv since June 2016 and started 
with the Sunday Company this past January. The Sunday Company has shows every Sunday, and 
I typically perform in two Sundays a month. I don’t know what my schedule will be for the next 
month until the last week of the previous month so if you ever want to come to a show, ask me 
which Sundays I will be performing! The shows are Sunday at 7:30 and tickets are $14. You can 
buy tickets online ahead of time at nationalcomedy.com or purchase them at the door with cash or 
card. The theater is located at 3717 India St. in Mission Hills, and it is surrounded by great restau-
rants and bars! If you think you can make it, I would love the support from the church community 
and I think you’ll have fun as well!

Sunday Company
NATIONAL COMEDY THEATRE

Something You Didn’t Know About Betsy Bestoso

Bible Study with Pastor Gary
Wednesday Mornings

10:30am - 11:30am
Room Two- Come Join Us -
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NEXT
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   OCT
18 

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor

jcr14@att.net

matthew 7:7
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


