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   As our culture has become increasingly secular and com-  
mercialized, there are fewer and fewer nativity scenes.  
There are more and more restrictions on where they may 
displayed.  At several of my military bases, I sought per-
mission from command leadership to set them up.  One 
year after being denied setting the scene up by the front 
gate where it had been positioned for many consecutive 
years, the Wing Commander finally granted us permis-
sion, as long as it was placed near the chapel.  It’s very 
difficult to get through the Advent season without seeing 
a nativity scene.   
   Sometimes, nativity scenes go missing. Just last year, 
a councilwoman in Pittsburgh discovered that a personal 
nativity scene, a family heirloom, had gone missing after 
she placed it under the City Council Christmas tree. It was 
a crèche that had belonged to her grandmother. Some be-
lieve it was a political theft having to do with church and 
state issues. In Spencer, Iowa, someone made off with one 
of the lambs from the nativity scene at Southpark Mall. 
The culprit has never been apprehended, no doubt on the 
lam with the lamb. Also last year, several figures from a 
nativity scene at a church in Maine were stolen the day 
after Christmas. Nativity theft is apparently a fairly com-
mon thing.
   A little more than a year ago, Rev Timothy Merrill and 
his wife spotted a small advertisement about nativity 
scenes and recount the story: The website offered nativity 
figures hand-carved by a Chinese woodcarver. The pieces 
included stable animals, Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus. 

The customer could choose how many pieces he 
or she wanted, and the price was set accordingly. 
A 16-piece set cost more than an 8-piece set, for 
example. We wanted them all! So we made the or-
der and in due time the package arrived. The order 
included a stable that could be pieced together. Af-
ter assembling the stable, we unwrapped the hand-
carved pieces. We placed them in the scene itself. 
The pieces were beautiful. Then we noticed some-
thing odd. We could not find a baby Jesus. Since the 
set also came in a large wooden box — a box that 
was full of Styrofoam peanuts, old newspapers used 
for wrapping and the like — we sifted through ev-
erything, pawing around, throwing stuff into the air. 
But still no baby. We wrote to the woodcarver about 
this. The website said that baby Jesus was included. 
Where is baby Jesus?  He replied that he had dis-
continued baby Jesus because customers invariably 
lost the little baby woodcarving. I asked him if he 
would carve a baby Jesus for us. He said yes, but 
that he could not get it to us in time for Christmas. I 
would have it about February. This year, baby Jesus 
is in the nativity scene of the Merrill home.
   Do we have baby Jesus in our scene, as it were — 
not just in a nativity scene, but in our lives through-
out the year? Where is baby Jesus? Where is Jesus? 
Has he disappeared? Is there room for Jesus in your 
life right now?  Let’s look at what and who we have 
room for — in general. The obvious answer is that 
we have room for our family, our spouse, our chil-
dren, and even extended family. This is as it should 
be, of course. Christmas is often a time when the 
family comes together.  We also have room — not 
just for family — but for many other things. We 
have room for television and gaming, we have room 
for online surfing on Pinterest, Facebook, and other 
sites. We have room for hobbies. We have room for 
eating out. It’s wonderful that we have room for all 
of these things, all of which can be and should be 
blessings in our lives. But all of these things for 
which we have room need to be linked to a larger 
purpose and meaning. Who is that meaning? Who 
is the purpose?
   Baby Jesus is the purpose and the meaning. With-  
out room for Jesus, without that spiritual connec-
tion, without that longing to be in relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ, we are just doing fun 
things until we die and it is all over. Truth is, having 
baby Jesus in the nativity scene brings great joy! 
It is good news. It is “tidings of great joy!” Find-
ing room for Jesus is not a negative thing. It is not 
a somber, dread, dreary and dull thing. With Jesus 
in our scene, our lives are suddenly purposeful. We 
have direction. We tag onto his values. We love 
what he loved. We value what he valued. We live 
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College Park Preschool
Nancy McGeath, Director

In November the teaching staff of College 
Park Preschool attended a two-day profes-
sional development training on Reflective 

Teaching.  Reflective Teaching is a process 
where teachers think over their teach-

ing practices, analyzing how something 
is taught and how their practice might be 

improved for future learning.

 The workshops focused learning through 
a child’s perspective and appreciating the 
amazing ways they experience the world.  
Conducted by renowned early childhood 
educators, Deb Curtis and Margie Carter, the 
workshop provided hands-on opportunities 
for teachers to learn more about themselves 
and ways to improve their teaching.

College Park Preschool is a member of the San Diego Reggio Roundtable and supports our 
teachers, as they attend learning opportunities provided by the organization annually.

This learning opportunity had a di-
rect positive impact on the preschool 
teaching staff.  They returned to their 

classrooms inspired, motivated and 
enthusiastic about the importance of 

reflecting on their teaching practices.  
When the teachers grow and learn, 

so do the children.  And helping 
children grow and develop is what 

teaching is all about.

An Innovative Way of Looking atProfessional Development 

l Communities of Practice: What are    they and why are they useful?
l Role of the Facilitator

 l How is this model different than    traditional workshops/training?l How can this model influence   our work?



for Someone and something outside of ourselves and 
that’s a good thing. 
Jesus came to Earth, after all, for a reason — He came 
to find those who are lost. He came to fill the empti-
ness. He came to point us to the way, the truth, and the 
life. He came to reveal God. He came that we “may 
have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).  There 
is an emptiness to living just for ourselves. It’s no sur-
prise or accident that when people retire and find that 
they have more discretionary time, an overwhelming 
number volunteer for an organization that helps others. 
We really want to have something meaningful in our 
lives. 
   This is the gift that Jesus brings to us — the gift of 
meaning. It’s not that we’re secularists who want noth-
ing to do with Jesus. That’s not us. The problem is that 
some of us have momentarily lost Jesus. He’s around 
here somewhere. You know that you put baby Jesus 
somewhere for safekeeping — someplace that you’d 
remember when it was time to retrieve him for an im-
portant occasion, like his birthday!  But sometimes we 
can’t find him, can we? We’re too accustomed to living 
without him. And when we need him — well, we just 
don’t know what’s become of him. He’s in a drawer or 
a closet or a long-forgotten corner somewhere. We’ll 
find him someday, we’re sure of it. But right now, we 
have no clue.  So life must go on. We construct our na-
tivity scenes, our lives, and everything looks great, at 

least at first glance. But close inspection reveals some-
thing’s off. We’re all looking at different things. We re-
ally aren’t worshiping the Child who, in any case, is 
not in the manger. We all look preoccupied, as though 
we’re wondering what we’re doing.  We’re still suffer-
ing from post-traumatic shopping disorder.  It’s all a 
show. 
   The Merrills’ Chinese woodcarver said that many 
people simply lose baby Jesus. He’s so easy to lose, af-
ter all. There’s nothing malicious about it. People don’t 
intend to lose Jesus, he said. In fact, they probably 
made a commitment to keep Jesus and put Jesus front 
and center where he belongs.  But he got lost. Some-
how, we weren’t paying attention. Perhaps he was set 
aside to make room for other elements of the scene, and 
the intention was to return him to his rightful place in 
our lives.  But it didn’t happen. However, it can happen. 
We can return Jesus to his rightful place this Advent 
and Christmastide.  I’m together with you on this holy 
quest.

Faithfully, Yours in Christ,
Pastor Gary

Do not remember the former things, or consider 
the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  

continued from page onePastor’s Ponderings
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If you have a favorIte hymn and/or spIrItual 
song, we would lIke to sIng It durIng the sIng-

Ing portIon of our koInonIa tIme. you can 
let us know your choIce(s) by contactIng Joe 
rodrIguez vIa emaIl at  jcr14@att.net  wIth 

your choIce(s).

Koinonia Time

December 5th - Christmas is a Time for Celebration
December 12th - Christmas is a Time for Salvation

December 19th - Christmas is a Time for Reconciliation

Koinonia Time

Continuing each Wed evening we’ll be gathering from 6-7:30 PM for Koinonia Time as a church family.  We 
glorify God singing some songs, share in a time of study and discussion, and conclude in praying together.  
Our series of studies are exciting, relevant and useful in our walks with the Lord.    As we journey through 
Advent on our way to Christmas, we’ll be in Rick Warren’s studies on The Purpose of Christmas. 

We’ll take a break from Koinonia Time the last Wed of 2018 
and the first one of 2019 and start up again on 9 Jan with 
Rick Warren’s What On Earth Am I Here For? 



CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING ADVENT WORKSHOP
A RECENT

FAITH PRES TRADITION
WITH A NEW NAME

Each year during Advent, we celebrate 
the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ our 
Savior.  By giving to the Christmas 
Joy Offering, you honor this gift by 
providing assistance to current and 
retired church workers in their time 
of need and developing our future 
leaders at Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges.  We will col-
lect your offering on Sunday, De-
cember 23rd. Please prayerfully 
consider participating in this impor-
tant offering. 

After worship on Sunday, December 2nd, 
we will have an Advent Workshop.  We 

will have crafts and activities to help 
you and your family celebrate Ad-
vent all season long.  There will also 
be a cookie exchange.  If you would 
like to participate, please bring two 
dozen homemade Christmas cook-
ies and drop them off in the Faith 
Family Center before service.  
Bring a copy of the recipe if you are 

willing to share.

A CHERISHED
PRESBYTERIAN TRADITION
SINCE 1930
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Koinonia Time
Wednesday Evenings
Family Center
6:00pm - 7:30pm
Eat - Sing - Study 
Discussion - Prayer

Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings
Living Room Cafe
7:30am - 8:30am
Pray
Eat
Fellowship

Bible Study
Wednesday Mornings
FPC, Room #2
10:30am - 11:30am
Study the Bible

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month
(next one JAN 19th, 2019)
FPC, Library
6:30pm
Study the Bible

Women’s Circle
Second Thursday of the Month
(next one DEC 13th)
FPC, Room 3
11:00am
Study the Bible
Discussion
Sharing

Some of our

      F
ellowship Groups

Tuesday Eves
Every Other Tuesday
(next one JAN 15th, 2019)
FPC, Library
7:00pm
Study the Bible



By way of reaffirmation of faith in God as her 
heavenly Father, Jesus Christ as her Lord and 

Savior, and the Holy Spirit as the Giver and 
Sanctifier of life, dear sister in Christ Fannie is 
joining the church.  Originally from Bessemer, 
Alabama, Fannie is a long time resident of San 

Diego and a beloved member of our choir.  Fan-
nie’s beautiful smile and alto voice give glory to 

God each week and she spreads God’s love to 
everyone she meets.

FaiTh PresbyTerian ChurCh
Family WelCome To

Fannie mae morgan!
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Ron Gonzales - 7th

Carla Euliss - 8th

Michael Ballard - 10th

Laura Dutton - 12th

Bob Plimpton - 21st

Sarah Harvey - 22nd

Linda Pain - 22nd

Marie Duffield - 25th

Ben Holman - 26th

Life
Faith

Family

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the 
newsletter with just the day, not the year.  Please 

email that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net)

Need An Update on Where You Stand on Your 2018 Pledge?
The end of 2018 is coming soon.  If you need an update on how you 
stand with your 2018 pledge to Faith, please call Beverly Martyn at

619-582-2186.  The envelopes for 2019 will be available on December 
30.  Statements of giving for 2018 will be available by January 15.

Beverly will be unavailable until December 19.

Sharon Cameron
Flower Ministry

The current
price is $75.00.

Just a reminder that 
the cost of the floral 

arrangements can 
be split with another 

member.

The New Flower
Chart for 2019 is up

in the Narthex

The Chancel Flowers



Youth
We have more youth events coming up so please mark your calendars! Youth events are for middle 
and high school students.

On December 27th we will be bowling from 12-3pm. We will meet at the church and walk over 
to the Aztec Student Union where they can purchase lunch from one of the restaurants in the union 
and we will take that food over to the bowling alley that is also located in the Student Union. I can 
provide rides to and from the event for the youth if that is needed. 

On January 20th we will have a game night from 6-8. The next day is Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
so they should not have school that Monday. We will have snacks and play tabletop games such as 
board games.

SundaY School
Special thanks to Bonnie Koehler and Kim Stiles for teaching Sunday School in November! We 
need more volunteers for our Sunday School! We need both teachers and helpers for all ages, espe-
cially our youth class. 

Youth class has been going through a really interesting curriculum on doctrine, discussing things 
such as whether God has a gender and if he is still creating. The curriculum provides a video, discus-
sion questions, and activities for you to lead. In this class, we don’t pretend to have all the answers, 
but we still discuss the big questions of our faith.

december 7th - 7:30pm
Harmony ringers ConCert

december 2nd - 11am 
advent WorksHop

advent dateS to Save

december 7th - 6pm
CHristmas pot LuCk dinner

december 15th - 11am-2pm
parent’s day out

december 16th - 7pm
CHoir ConCert

december 24th - 5:30pm
CHristmas eve FamiLy serviCe

december 24th - 7:30pm
CHristmas eve traditionaL 

serviCe
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NEWS
Children -Youth - Family

ministries

Sarah Harvey, Director



Budget
% of Per Capita Summary

Total Per Capita
$6,848
Total Income has not changed in Oct.
$3,792

55%

Budget
% of Per Capita Summary

Total Per Capita
$6,848
Total Income has not changed in Oct.
$3,792

55%

DATES TO REMEMBER
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 SERMONS FOR JANUARY

December 7th  -  Christmas Potluck Dinner - 6:00pm
Faith Family Center 

January 6th   Pastor Gary  -  I’ll Leave the Light On For You            Matthew 2:1-12 
January 13th   Pastor Gary  -  What is God Saying? Isaiah 43:1-7
January 20th   Pastor Gary  -  Active Spirit Work    1 Corinthians 12:1-11  
January 27th   Pastor Gary  -  Fulfilled in Your Hearing          Luke 4:14-21 

December 20th  -  Newsletter Deadline

Financial Report 10/31/2018
     Envelope Offering for October 2018 was  $26,151.21
     Envelope Offering monthly budget 2018 is  $26,621.33 per month

      If you have not returned your pledge card please do so.
      We received 44 Pledges that totaled $230.244.00!
      We are putting together the budget for 2019 and need to know
          what we have in the way of income from pledges.

December 5th, 12th,  & 19th  -  Koinonia Time - 6:00pm
Faith Family Center

December 11th & 12th  -  Coffee Stand - 10:00am

 SERMONS FOR DECEMBER
December 2nd Pastor Gary  -  Pay Attention!                                   Luke 21:25-36 
December 9th Pastor Gary  -  Putting God First                Luke 3:1-6
December 16th Pastor Gary  -  Confident Living          Luke 3:7-18   
December 23rd Pastor Gary  -  Praise for Jesus our Savior      Luke 1:39-55
December 24th Pastor Gary  -  I Bring You Good News               Luke 2:1-20 
December 30th Pastor Gary  -  God’s Dress Code           Colossians 3:12-17

             

December 16th  -  Christmas Concert - 7:00pm

December 24th (noon) &  25th (all day) - Office Closed - Christmas

Stewardship Sunday

 2019 Per Capita is $40.00 each member

December 25th  -  Christmas Eve Services - (Family 5:30pm, Candlelight 7:30pm)

December 7th  -  San Diego Harmony Ringers Concert - 7:30pm
Sanctuary

December 31st (noon) - Office Closed - New’s Year Eve
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Update

by
Jill
Gustafson

Faith Presbyterian Church
mission sTaTemenT: 

A family of Christ, welcoming all, worshiping  God, growing in the Spirit and joyously serving others.

Vision sTaTemenT: 
Solely by the grace of God, we desire and declare ourselves to be an inclusive church, where all 

persons are welcome to come, to inquire and become part of the Faith Family in response to God’s 
urging. We welcome all persons into membership regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, age, sexual ori-
entation, marital status, social or economic status, physical or mental challenge. We acknowledge that 
each of us is part of Christ’s Body, the Church, not by the merit of our lives, but wholly by the grace 

and mercy of God revealed in Jesus Christ.

Joe Huffaker, Chair
Jill Gustafson, Co-Chair

Ben Holman
Dr. Gordon Lillie

Sue Razzaia
Anastacia Tobin

Kim Wilson

members oF The

PasTor nominaTing CommiTTee

PRAY FOR THE PNC
 for wisdom....   for discernment....

    PNC is in an exciting phase of our search for our new Pastor. We have conducted 
several interviews with very promising and highly qualified candidates whom we see 
as good fits for our congregation. We have several more interviews to conduct before 
moving forward.  
    In the meantime, we are checking references and compiling salary/compensation 
packages consistent with Presbytery requirements. We will soon start to lay out the 
groundwork for presenting a candidate to the congregation. We are energized and op-
timistic.  
    Please continue to pray for God’s guiding hand in this process.



HELP US DECORATE THE SANCTUARY WITH POINSETTIAS

It once was the custom in Mexico
For the villagers to leave
A gift for the Baby Jesus

In their church on Christmas Eve.
In one small village, a little boy

Who had no gift to bring
Prayed to God for a way to show

His love for the infant King.
God, in his mercy, looked down on the boy

And answered his earnest prayer
By causing a flower to bloom where he knelt-

A flower so brilliant and fair.
The miraculous flower was formed like a star

With leaves that were red and so bright.
And the boy’s precious gift

Has come to be known
As the “Flower of the Holy Night.”

the legend of the PoinSettia

Deadline is Sunday, December 9th. 
Order forms are in the Sunday Morning Worship Folder as inserts.

You may dedicate your poinsettias in honor/celebration of someone or a special 
date or in remembrance of a loved one.  Please turn in your orders early.  The sug-

gested donation is $12.00 per poinsettia.
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Potluck 
Dinner

    and
 a 

      C
oncert

Dinner at Six
Concert at Seven-thirty

San Diego Harmony Ringers

Joe Rodriguez, Director

in  concert

San Diego

Harmony R
ingers MUSIC BY

Anderson
Buckwalter

Garner
Kander
Larson

McKlveen
Parrish

Rodriguez
Smith

Tchaikovsky
Vivaldi / Bach

FRIDAY - DECEMBER 7, 2018
7:30PM

Faith Presbyterian ChurCh
5075 CaMPanile Drive

san Diego, Ca 92115 
(619) 582-8480
Free Will OFFering
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mission Fair
GREAT!!
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Faith Presbyterian Church
Free Will Offering  -  Reception After The Service

Sunday, December 16, 2018 - 7:00 p.m.

MUSIC BY THE CHOIR
A Christmas Prayer - L. Larson
Arise! Shine! - Joseph Martin

Gloria - F. J. Haydn
Glory To God - G. Pergolesi

Hodie  - H. Willan
Joy to the World - J. Rodriguez

Mary Had a Baby - arr. C. Courtney
The Angels Song - P. Tschesnokov

The First Nowell - J. Rodriguez

MUSIC BY THE HANDBELL ENSEMBLE
In the Bleak Midwinter - K. McChesney

Nocturne No. 2 in C Minor - C. Dobrinski
We Three Kings - C. Dobrinski

FEATURING
Faith Sanctuary Choir - Faith HandBell Ensemble - String Ensemble

Martha Lenocker, soprano - Richard Seward, tenor 
and carol singing by you

Director of  Music Ministry/Organist - Joe Rodriguez

Concert of Christmas Music
Celebrating the Birth of Christ
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 Karl barTh on The Wonder oF ChrisTmas

   The wonder of Christmas is described in the article of the Apostles’ 
Creed: “Qui conceptus est de spiritu sancto, natus ex Maria virgine”; “who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.” Or, according 
to the formula of the Nicene Creed which is recited every Sunday, and on 
many other days, in the Roman Catholic mass and at least on Christmas 
and on other high festivals in the German Evangelical Church: “Et incar-
natus est de spiritu sancto ex Maria virgine et homo factus est”; “and was 
incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man.” What 
does this mean?
   It certainly means God’s presence in our world, His presence as man 
among men and therefore God’s revelation to men. It means man’s recon-
ciliation with God. That this happened and still happens, is the substance 
of the Christmas message. God is the “He” of whom the Creed speaks. In 
Him is present not only light but the Light, the eternal Light, not only help, 
but the perfect, ultimate Helper Himself, not only power, but the Lord of 
all powers, not only love but the Lover in whom all love is founded, who 
excels all love and who is so infinitely lovable because He is wholly Love, 
even if no one responds.
   This God is conceived where we all are conceived. He is born of Mary. 
She who conceived and bore Him, plays our part in the wonder of Christ-
mas, for it concerns us. God has come to us. “Disguised in our flesh and 
blood, is the eternal good.”
   In the name of the Messianic King whom Israel expected, the Church 
has rediscovered the name of “the eternal good’ in which she believes and 
which she confesses. The name is “Immanuel,” God with us. ( Is. VII.14).
   Even described in such general terms Christmas can only be understood 
as a wonder. That there is this Love of which Paul can say that it never 
ends, is not a known fact nor some general truth symbolically represented 
in the Christmas message but also recognisable elsewhere. Can it really be 
true: God in our world, God in our world? The facts cry out against it, for 
they speak of God’s remoteness from the world and the world’s remote-
ness from God. It needs a confession of faith to recognize reconciliation 
as truth, a confession whose strength and weakness lies in the fact that it 
appeals only to revelation and that it can be made and received only by 
faith. The Creed of the Christian Church is this confession. It appeals only 
to revelation, it is made only by faith, it demands and expects nothing but 
faith when it calls the Love which never fails, an event, saying: “Et incar-
natus est.”

Karl Barth, Christmas

    Because here we are in the center. And although it may seem distant, obscure and 
hard, we may be eventually able to confess: Here it is actually very simple, plain and 
childlike. It’s exactly now when I must cry out as a professor of systematic theology:

KARL BARTH
ON CHRISTMAS

1886-1968

“Watch out! EvErything’s at stakE! EithEr sciEncE, or thE grEatEst dElusion!” right 
noW i stand bEforE you as a sunday school tEachEr bEforE littlE childrEn, Who’s 

supposEd to tEll somEthing that EvEn a child in thE agE of four could undErstand: 
“thE World Was lost, christ is born: rEjoicE, rEjoicE, o christianity!”

Karl Barth
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Our Church Will 
Eat Cake in

Celebration of 
the Opening of an 

Envelope. 
Just Look What 

They Dug Up This 
Time....  Another 

Birthday
HOWEVER

H
ap

py
 B

ir
th

da
y

Joe

I Really Appreciated your celebrating this 
Special Day In My Life

Thank You

 
I 

think 
that we 

shall always 
see,  God’s 

gifts upon our 
Christmas  tree. 

You cannot touch 
them with your hand, 
yet  they  are  there  at 

your command.    There’s 
joy  and  faith  and  hope 

renewed.    There’s laughter 
for a happy mood.    There’s 

gratitude  for  each  new  day; 
a time to think,   a time to pray. 

The Christ has come with holy light 
to shine and make your pathway bright. 

All  these  are  yours  if  you  can  see  God’s 
gifts 
upon 
your 

Christmas Tree. 

Military Outreach Ministries 
(MOM) is having six toy stores this 
Christmas season to enable E5 and 
below military parents to choose 
new toys for their children. We at 
Faith can help by bringing new, un-
wrapped toys to the church by Dec. 
10 and leave them in the “MOM” 
box in the narthex or in the office. 
The age range is infant to 12 years.  
It’s fun to pick out toys again and 
play “Santa” when all the “kids” in 
the family are grown.  Ho ho ho
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA  92115

(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org

Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Gary J. Ziccardi
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck

Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez

Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
         Children, Youth and Family: Sarah Harvey

Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses

Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT

MONTH 

   DEC
20

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor

jcr14@att.net

matthew 7:7

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA  92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


