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Pastor’s Ponderings

Faithfully, Yours in Christ,
Pastor Gary

Do not remember the former things, or consider 
the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  

   Together with you in worship, service for Christ, and 
fellowship these past 2 years, I have been praying with 
you for the Lord’s clear guidance and provision of just 
the right person to be the next called and installed Pas-
tor here at Faith Presbyterian Church.  Mark your calen-
dars and plan to attend Sunday worship on 17 February 
where our Pastor Nominating Committee will introduce 
Pastor Sam to you, who will be preaching the sermon 
before being excused for a vote of church members for 
election as Pastor.  The PNC will share the projected 
timeline for the arrival and installation of the Pastor as 
it takes shape.
   As church members personally ponder what God has 
in store for them individually and corporately as the 
next chapter of the life of the Faith Presbyterian Church 
family begins, here is a piece from Ordinary People as 
Monks and Mystics by Marsha Sinetar upon which  I’ve 
been meditating and now commend to you:  
  “To find in ourselves what makes life worth living is 
risky business, for it means that once we know we must 
seek it.  It also means that without it life will be value-
less.  More than just a few find their most valued selves 
despite the risk, although the majority seem to be…
people who don’t wish to make any trouble—not even 
the kind that’s expected.  The majority shrewdly stay 
dull to what in them is life and has meaning.  A few 
brave souls, however, do look within and are so moved 
by what they find that they sacrifice, from then on, what-
ever is necessary to bring that self into being.”

   I am with you on the ongoing spiritual quest 
for vibrant and worthy life personally and corpo-
rately.

We, the congregation, will get to meet him on 
February 16th at 4:30pm in the Faith Family 
Center and then hear him preach on February 
17th.  After the service on the 17th, the church 
needs to affirm our choice by a vote of the con-
gregation. The PNC is certain that we all will 

warm quickly to “Pastor Sam.”
The PNC is certain that this is the way that 

God is leading.

COME, MEET AND THEN HEAR THE 
PNC’s CHOICE FOR OUR NEW PASTOR

Read the PNC Update on Page Six

THE ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation & 
Corporation of Faith Presbyterian Church, San 
Diego, CA, is called by the Session for Sun-
day, February 24, 2019, in the Sanctuary after 
the 9:30 AM service of worship-at 10:45 AM; 
business will include presentation of the annual 
reports, presentation of the 2019 budget, and 
approval of the 2019 Officers of the Corpora-
tion. We will consider God’s blessings of this 
past year, and ask for God’s leading in the year 
to come. Everyone is invited! Persons on the 
active membership roll of FPCSD may vote.



Koinonia Time
For the time being, due to decreasing

attendance and participation, Wed evening
Koinonia Time gatherings has been cancelled.

The next Wed evening gathering will be
Ash Wednesday, March 6th.

Picture taken
following
Roger and

Pastor Gary’s
combined
efforts to

troubleshoot
and try to get
our sanctuary
furnace going

again on a 
very cold

rainy
morning.
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College Park Preschool
Nancy McGeath, Director

Happy New Year to everyone.   The children were glad to return to school and see their friends 
after the two week Winter Break.  We’ve experienced quite a bit of rain since our return, how-
ever, the children were unaffected.  Whenever possible we like to have the children out in the 
rain, since it’s such a rare thing to experience in San Diego.  If the weather proves to be too wet, 
the children ride the elevator upstairs to play in the Fellowship Hall during their outside time.  
The outdoor teachers set up activities for gross motor skills and small motor skills.

Registration for the 2019-2020 school year 
begins for returning families the second
week of February.  Once all returning children 

have been registered, we will begin accepting new children from our 
waiting list.  We’ve had many families attend our bi-monthly school 
tours hoping their child will be able to attend our program in the fall 
2019.

Next month we’ve planned our “Pancakes and Pajamas Day”.  This is 
a day when children and staff wear pajamas to school and enjoy class-

room cooking project of cooking pancakes.  
Cooking projects are a fun way to learn math 
concepts like fractions and measurements.  
Scientific concepts are seen when mixing in-
gredients together and observing the change 
after it has been cooked.  The children like 
eating food they have prepared and some-
times more willing to try something new.
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Koinonia Time
On Wednesday Evenings
Has Been Cancelled
See Page Two
For Further Information

Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings
Living Room Cafe
7:30am - 8:30am
Pray
Eat
Fellowship

Bible Study
Wednesday Mornings
FPC, Room #2
10:30am - 11:30am
Study the Bible

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month
(next one FEB 16th)
FPC, Library
6:30pm
Study the Bible

Women’s Circle
Second Thursday of the Month
(next one FEB 14th)
FPC, Room 3
11:00am
Study the Bible
Discussion
Sharing

Some of our

      F
ellowship Groups

Tuesday Eves
Every Other Tuesday
(next ones FEB 12th & 26th)
FPC, Library
7:00pm
Study the Bible

NEWS
Children -Youth - Family

ministries

Sarah Harvey, Director

Children’s Ministry
Thank you to Bon-
nie Kohler, Paula 
Carmack, and Kim 
Stiles for continuing to 
teach Sunday School! 
Your time and effort 
make Sunday School 
great for our kids! We 
could always use more 
people to help in our 
Sunday School classes, 
if you are interested in 
teaching or just be-
ing a helper in a class, 
please contact
Sarah Harvey for more
information.

Youth Ministry
We are looking for adults to invest in our 
teens. Middle and High School is a criti-
cal time for faith development. Teens are 
questioning what they have been taught as 
children and developing their own belief 
systems and ideologies that they will carry 
into adulthood. The experience teenag-
ers have in the church has proven to have 
a huge impact on whether they continue 
in their faith as adults. Please consider 
how you can help in our youth ministry. 
We need teachers for our Sunday Morn-
ing Youth Class and leaders to help with 
events.

Upcoming youth events:
Out to the Movies, February 18th, 
   time, movie, and venue TBD.
Belmont Park, March 16th, time TBD.

Parents’ Night Out, March 
2nd 5-8pm. Parents deserve 
a night out so we will be 
providing an evening of 
childcare for kids, infants 
through 5th grade. We will 
provide dinner, although 
parents are more than 
welcome to bring something 
for their children. Suggested 
$7 donation per child will 
help cover the cost of food 
and supplies. Contact Sarah 
Harvey or Steve Wood if 
you would like to register 
your children or volunteer to 
help.

Family Ministry
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Life
Faith

Family

Sharon Cameron
Flower Ministry

The current
price is $75.00.

Just a reminder that 
the cost of the floral 

arrangements can 
be split with another 

member.

The New Flower
Chart for 2019 is up

in the Narthex

The Chancel Flowers

DO YOU HAVE
A NEW ADDRESS

AND / OR 
PHONE NUMBER?

Please send your change 
of address or phone 
number to the office 

at office@fpsd.org or 
call (619) 582-8480.  

Deadline to submit your 
new information to be 

included in the 2019 
Telephone Directory is 

February 10, 2019.

   Have you noticed that the fence on the south side of the 
church is falling down?
       The Property, Faculties, and IT committee have sched-
uled two Work Parties for the mornings of February 9th and 
16th to remedy the situation!
   The morning of February 9th we’ll take the fence apart the 
rest of the way, dig new postholes, and install new posts. 
The morning of February 16th, we’ll repair and reattach the 
fence panels and then paint it all if time allows.
   Bring your favorite hammer if you have one.  We’ll have 
extras if you don’t.  Bagels will be provided both mornings 
at 8:30 am. 
   Contact Sharon Gehl for more information and to sign up. 
slgehl@cox.net  (619) 299-9606.

FENCE REPAIR WORK PARTY!

   Join us on Sunday, March 17th, at 11:00 for a 
baby shower for Sarah and Derrick Harvey and to 
welcome baby TJ. There will be sandwiches, cake 
and punch, games, and lots of fun. We all know 
that babies need LOTS of diapers so bring an extra 
package and help us make a diaper tree for TJ. Sar-
ah is registered at Target and Amazon under Sarah 
and Derrick Harvey. Please RSVP to Kim at (619) 
947-2931 or Marvyvans@gmail.com. We hope to 
see you there!

BABY SHOWER FOR SARAH HARVEY

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
LeRoy Lafferty - 3rd

Helen Hoyle - 6th

Harold Martyn - 6th

Terry Powers - 7th

Gary Ziccardi - 7th

Stu Elder - 14th

Jean Bruha - 15th

Ruth Morrison - 15th

Jill Gustafson - 21st

Monica Radcliffe - 27th

Elizabeth Van Boskirk - 27th

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the 
newsletter with just the day, not the year.  Please 

email that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net)

Mary Dempniak (Paula Carmack’s mother) 
Passed away on January 20th

DEATHS



Budget
% of Per Capita Summary

Total Per Capita
$7,209
Total Income as of 01/14/2019
$4,360

60%
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Financial Report 12/31/2018
     Envelope Offering for December 2018 was  $30,387.06
      Envelope Offering monthly budget 2018 is  $26,621.33 per month

Transmittal of Funds to San Diego Presbytery are as follows:
Presbytery  -  $4,919.84
Synod  -  $552.90
General Assembly  -  $1,736.30
TOTAL FUNDS TO SD PRESBYTERY  -  $7,209.04     

Special Offerings
One Great Hour of Sharing  -  $1,870.85
Christmas Joy  -  $1,646.00
Pentecost   -  $930.40
Peace & Global Witness  -  $1,108.00
TOTAL SPECIAL OFFERINGS  -  $5,555.25

GRAND TOTAL OF CHECK TO PRESBYTERY  -  $12,764.29

 SERMONS FOR FEBRUARY
February 3rd Pastor Gary  -  Agape App Update      1 Corinthians 13:1-13
February 10th Pastor Gary  -  Sought, Bought & Caught         Luke 5:1-11
February 17th Pastor Sam  -  Love Grows Here     1 John 4:7-12
February 24th Pastor Gary  -  Striking Back With Love      Luke 6:27-38

      

February 14th  -  Hot Dog Stand - 10:00am
February 16th  -  Meet Pastor Sam - 4:30pm (Faith Family Center)

February 17th  -  Pastor Sam’s Candidating Sermon
February 18th  -  Office Closed - Presidents’ Day

February 18th  -  Youth Lunch & Movie at the Mall
February 21st  -  Newsletter Deadline

February 24th  -  Annual Congregation Meeting following Morning Worship

Per Capita for 2019 is $40.00 per member
As of 01/14/2019 we have collected $4,360.00 of Per Capita for 2019.
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Update

by
Jill
Gustafson

Joe Huffaker, Chair  -  Jill Gustafson, Co-Chair
Ben Holman  -  Dr. Gordon Lillie  -  Sue Razzaia  -  Anastacia Tobin  -  Kim Wilson

members of The

PasTor nominaTing CommiTTee

   What happens when seven very different individuals comb through nearly 
one hundred resumes, guided by an exhaustively detailed Mission Study and 
lifted by the supportive prayers of the congregation? 
   By the grace of God, the result is a new Pastor for Faith Presbyterian 
Church who is uniquely suited to lead us into our future.
   We had resumes from as far away as Scotland, old and young, with a tre-
mendous variety of backgrounds, strengths and experiences.  We knew the 
major issues: we need fresh ideas and a lot of energy.  We need to appeal to a 
larger demographic without alienating our central core.  We love the classic 
Presbyterian style of worship but we are in a community that is blasting ahead 
with different ways of communicating and relating. Whenever we foundered, 
we went back to the Mission Study and listened to what the congregation had 
said about our values and needs.
   We called references, we listened to sermons online, we visited churches, 
we reviewed copies of worship bulletins.  As our focus narrowed on an indi-
vidual currently located out of state, we faced a whole new set of concerns: 
San Diego can be a tough place to live, the cost of living is high.  How did 
we feel about bringing a young pastor and his family across the country to a 
church with a financial balance sheet so heavily in the red?  Would this be a 
brief stop in his career that would see him leave us for a new position in a few 
years?  So, we arranged for the individual to travel here and stay in a nearby 
hotel with his wife and child.  We showed them everything from the Pacific 
Ocean to local real estate.  He met with Ron Gonzales to review our finances. 
He toured our church and preschool.  And we all got to know him better.
In the end, we were unanimous and certain.  The pastor and his wife were 
eager and certain. We truly believe it is a match made in heaven.
   Following published guidelines, we are not identifying him until he has 
been approved by Presbytery.  But the congregation will get to meet him on 
the February 16th and hear him preach on February 17th.  After the service on 
the 17th, the church needs to affirm our choice by a vote of the congregation. 
We are certain that you all will warm quickly to “Pastor Sam”.  We are certain 
that this is the way that God is leading.

And from Pastor Sam :
   “What a joy it is to be writing this with the knowledge that I will be meeting 
many of you in just a few short weeks. Your PNC’s probing questions, hopes, 
honesty, good humor, and hospitality have stirred in me deep gratitude and 
hope. You have a beautiful campus with a wonderful context for mission. I 
felt so full of life walking through the preschool. My wife and I are delighted 
to know that our family will soon join such a gifted and inclusive family of 
Faith. I apologize in advance that our little one may very well continue the 
habit of crawling under the pews!” 
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA  92115

(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org

Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Gary J. Ziccardi
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn

Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso

         Children, Youth and Family: Sarah Harvey
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath

Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig

Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT

MONTH 

   FEB
21

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor

jcr14@att.net

Matthew 7:7

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA  92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


