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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

Esther and I have been attempting to share with our
three-year-old son, Ezra, that we are moving to California. Now, when we ask him where we are moving,
he knows to say, “California!” However, I suspect he
does not fully comprehend what this will look like in
his daily life, though he does understand that we will
be near a zoo.
As we prepare for the move and subsequent transitions and settling in, we are growing in our anticipation
for all that this will mean. Admittedly, like Ezra, we do
not know fully all that this will entail. Yet, we are hopeful. We are grateful. And we are trusting that God has
prepared the way ahead of us.
On the first Easter morning, women went to the tomb
pretty certain about what they would find and what
their purpose was when they got there. Their devotion
to Jesus led them, and they had a job to do. However,
when they arrived, everything changed. They were surprised in the most beautiful way. Joy pulsed through
their hearts, and they shared what they experienced
with the other disciples.
We may do well to learn from their surprise and joy.
In the coming months, as we grow to know each other,
we may be surprised on occasion – in the best way. I
suspect we will also experience joy.
In the month of April, we will be reading the Gospel of
Luke together in worship and in the weekly Bible study.
We will pick up the story towards the end of Luke as we
approach Palm Sunday and Easter morning. In the folAPRIL 2019

lowing months and through the summer, we will
read the New Testament book of Acts together.
While Acts does not depict perfect churches by
any stretch of the imagination, Acts does tell the
stories of churches in their beginnings. I think this
may be a good place for us to start.
A professor of Africana Studies at Yale Divinity
School, Willie Jennings, has observed, “The book
of Acts is like the book of Genesis. It announces
a beginning but without the language of beginning. Like Genesis it renders without pomp and
flag-waving a God working, moving, creating the
dawn that will break each day, putting into place
a holy repetition that speaks of the willingness of
God to invade our every day and our every moment.”
The story of Acts follows Peter as he seeks to
navigate implications of what the gospel means
for Jews and their relationships with non-Jews.
The story of Acts also follows Paul as he endeavors to foster Christian communities in multicultural contexts across the Roman empire.
The early Christians experience thrilling moments in which the gospel sparks renewal and penetrates cultural barriers. The early Christians also
encounter disappointment when relationships and
plans fall into disarray. They have disagreements.
They get into trouble – literally, prison. They also
share deep joy. In all things, they seek to follow
the movement of the Spirit in their lives.
I trust we will find a renewed sense of vision in
our personal lives and as a church from the stories
of the early Christians. Who knows, maybe we
too will be surprised.
“Now to [God] who by the power at work within
us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than
all we can ask or imagine, to [God] be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.” Ephesians 3:20.
Grace and peace,
Sam

See, I am about
to do a new thing;
now it springs forth,
do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers
in the desert.
Isaiah 43:19
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A Note From Pastor Gary
This coming Sunday is the 5th of 5 final sermons I deliver on “Here
Comes the Future….” We’ve covered Moses & Joshua, The Promised Land, Getting Off on the Right Foot, and The Lord is With Us.
This final sermon is How to Welcome a New Pastor, preparing the way
for Pastor Sam’s arrival, this coming Thursday, April 4th. Your new
Shepherd Sam will be preaching and leading worship beginning next
Sunday, April 7th. Tomorrow through Wednesday, April 3rd, I’ll box
up my stuff and clear it out, clean up Pastor Sam’s office, finalize the
continuity records, and lead the Wednesday staff meeting.
So what’s next for me? In April I’ll have the privilege and joy to
support Rosalind in what will probably be her final month as Interim at
FPC El Cajon. What’s next for us after that? Some rest to recharge the
body and soul, and then if God wills, sharing one full-time Interim call
half-n-half. Our names are in the pool being considered for the Palisades and Chula Vista PC’s needs for Interim Pastoral leadership and
care. I am also going to renew my California motorcycle license so that
I can feel the wind and fresh air and explore the country road pearls
of our beautiful state and beyond to include the western states. As the
Chair of HR for the SD Presbytery, I will continue to be active with my
fellow HR Committee members in all things Personnel. Committee
Chairs also are members of the SD Presbytery Executive Committee.
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On Tuesday, April 2nd this week, I’ll officiate at Phyl Murrell’s memorial service here. On Saturday, April 6th this week, at the request
of Linda Pain and family, and with Pastor Sam’s blessing, Pastor Chris
Lenocker and I will co-officiate David Pain’s memorial service.
From our first Sunday joined together 2 years ago on March 5th,
2017 for the joyful Faith Presbyterian Church anniversary celebration
of 24 years, and on through the worship services and meetings and
get-to-know-you conversations and fellowship since then, I have over
and over rejoiced in the Lord to be yoked with you as a part of the
Faith Presbyterian Church family!   Thank you for open arms, hearts,
and hugs shared so freely to Rosalind and me!   As your Interim/Transitional Ministry Specialist Pastor, I have found that the words from
Paul to the Philippians in 1:2-6 resonated with what has been in my
heart: 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. 3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of
your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident
of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus Christ.                                                                         
Faithfully, Yours in Christ,
Pastor Gary
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Memorial Service

Memorial Service

Phyl Murrell

David Pain

for

for

(12/17/1927 - 03/13/2019)

(07/31/1922 - 02/14/2019)

Tuesday, April 2nd
2:00 PM

Saturday, April 6th
2:00 PM

Reception
3:00PM

Reception
3:00PM

Sanctuary

Sanctuary

Faith Family Center

Faith Family Center

Friday, April 26, 7 PM Bethel Seminary San Diego presents a
lecture by Bob Plimpton on the topic “Music in the Worshipping
community: Three Streams from the Old Testament to the Present.” Throughout the evening Plimpton will perform and lead the
audience in a variety of hymns and songs, explaining, illustrating, and affirming the diverse styles of music that have enriched
Christian worship life through the centuries to the present.
For more information and to register for this free event, visit bethel.edu/Robert-plimpton. Questions? Contact Mitchell
Campbell at Mitchell-campbell@bethel.edu or 619-325-5227

Bible Study

Women’s Group Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings
FPC, Room #2
10:30am - 11:30am
Study the Bible

Third Saturday of the Month
(next one APR 27th - fourth
Saturday this month only

FPC, Library
6:30pm
Study the Bible

Women’s Circle
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Second Thursday of the Month
(next one APR 11th)

FPC, Room 3
11:00am
Study the Bible
Discussion
Sharing

Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings
Living Room Cafe
7:30am - 8:30am
Pray
Eat
Fellowship
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Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday

(next ones APR 9th & 23rd )
FPC, Library

7:00pm
Study the Bible
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Phyl Murrell
Passed away on March 13th

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Jason Lafferty - 1st
Cynthia Hatfield - 2nd
Briana Bashaw-Wood - 3rd
Ryan Lafferty - 7th
Bob Radcliffe - 19th
Sue Razzaia - 24th

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year. Please
email that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net)

The Chancel Flowers
The Flower
Chart is up
in the Narthex
The current
price is $75.00.
Just a reminder
that the cost of the
floral arrangements
can be split with
another member.
Sharon Cameron
Flower Ministry

ORDER EASTER LILIES
All you need to do is fill out a form
at the church with your
Name, Phone Number
The quantity of lilies at $12 each
Method of payment - cash or check
Check to be payable to Faith Presbyterian Church
March the memo section “Easter Lily”
ORDER DEADLINE IS APRIL 7TH, 2019
For further questions contact Penny Sartori at
(619) 582-2117
The Lily is yours to take after the Easter Service

CAKE

We Celebrated Faith’s
24th Birthday the
First Sunday in March
with what else but

A great time was had by all!!
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Financial Report 02/28/2019
Envelope Offering for February 2019 was $74,153.81
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2019 is $25,529.83 per month
2019 Per Capita Assessment is $7,209.04
Per Capita collected to the end of February was $5,520.00!
About 77%
Please pay your $40.00 per member Per Capita!

Budget

% of Per Capita

Summary
Total Per Capita
$7,209

PILP Rebate on our loan was $8,338.58

Total Income as of 01/31/2019
$5,520

We have submitted to PILP a loan application
to refinance existing mortgage, which has a
balance of $967,045.08

77%

DATES TO REMEMBER

April 10th - Hot Dog Stand - 10:00am
April 18th - Newsletter Deadline
April 19th - Good Friday Tenebrae Service - 7:00pm (Sanctuary)
April 21st - Easter Sunrise Service - 6:30am (Balboa Park - Spreckels Organ Pavilion)
April 21st - Easter Pancake Breakfast - 8:00am (Faith Family Center)
April 21st - Easter Sunday Celebration - 9:30am (Sanctuary)

Sam Codington’s First Sunday With Us
April 7th, 2019

April 7th
April 14th
April 19th
April 21st
April 28th

Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam

-

SERMONS FOR APRIL

No Turning Back 					
Living Gently in a Violent World
Good Friday Tenebrae Service
Uprising
On the Road Again
-5-

Luke 9:51-62
Luke 19:28-40
Luke 23:13-56
Luke 24:1-12
Luke 24:13-35

SAVE THE DATE!!
WOMEN’S RETREAT 2019

THIS YEAR’S WOMEN’S RETREAT
WILL ONCE AGAIN BE HELD AT THE
PRINCE OF PEACE ABBEY

THE DATES: May 17th - 19th
THE COST: $185.00
DETAILS TO FOLLOW

Staff Appreciation Moment........

“This month our Faith Presbyterian Church Family is lifting up great thanksgiving to the
Lord for our wonderful Director of Music Ministry, Joe Rodriguez, as we celebrate the 18th
anniversary year of his excellent and faithful service and leadership for the Lord in our
midst. Week by week, we are touched by the pieces he selects for the choir and congregation
to sing, truly angelic and heavenly. Joe is a choice servant of God, offering his considerable
and exemplary gifts leading our Faith PC congregation and choir, glorifying God. God has
blessed this church abundantly and richly these 18 years and beyond through him. Individually and corporately, we are grateful! Abundant blessings in Christ on you dear brother!”

College
Ministry
Luncheon

The College Ministry Committee hosted a luncheon recently for some of our
SDSU neighbors. On March 16th, we enjoyed sharing a meal and getting to know
some of the men from the Christian fraternity, Alpha Gamma Omega, and the women from the Christian women’s sorority, Alpha Delta Chi.
Following the lunch, our Bell Quartet entertained us with some beautiful hymns.
We were pleasantly surprised when the guys from AGO serenaded their sisters in
Alpha Delta Chi!
It was a lovely afternoon filled with good food, beautiful music, and the opportunity to share our ministry here at Faith with some wonderful college students.
Many thanks to Janet Sansom and Kim Stiles for all their help in set-up, cooking,
and clean-up. They are an amazing team.
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Baja Presbyterian Missions
2019 ANNUAL BAJA DAY TRIP
SAVE THE DATE, MAY 18, 2019

Our next day trip features
three Korean
churches
in Tijuana
were recently donated
2019
ANNUAL
BAJA
DAY that
TRIP
to the Presbiterio Fronterizo
Noroccidental
(ourMay
Baja Presbyterian
Save
the date,
18, 2019 Presbytery). These
churches were built by Korean Presbyterians with the intent of turning over the church
Our next day trip features three Korean churches in Tijuana that were recently donated to the Presbiterio Fronterizo
properties to our Baja Presbyterian Presbytery. They need significant work but all feaNoroccidental (our Baja Presbyterian Presbytery ). These churches were built by Korean Presbyterians with the intent of
ture robust, growing congregations spreading Jesus’ love to our southern neighbors.
turningWe
overwill
the visit
church
properties
to Monte
our Baja Sion,
Presbyterian
Presbytery.
They
significant
but all feature robust
Monte
Sinai,
and Monte
Pacifico
allneed
in Tijuana.
Aswork
is traditional,
growinga congregations
spreading
totrip.
our southern
We will visit Monte Sinai, Monte Sion, and
Mexican lunch
will beJesus’love
part of the
Join usneighbors.
on May 18th.
Monte Pacifico all in Tijuana. As is traditional, a Mexican lunch will be part of the trip. Join us on May 18th.

For further information, call Jim Hancock @ (619) 840-6884 or email to jimhancock@cox.net

For further information, call Jim Hancock @ (619) 840-6884 or email to jimhancock@cox.net
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Children -Youth - Family
ministries

Sarah Harvey, Director

We are holding our Third Annual
Egg Hunt this Easter before Worship!
Please invite friends and neighbors
with young children to participate.
We will also have a fun Sunday
School lesson for all of the PreK-5th
grade kids during service.
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HERE IS HOW YOU CAN HELP:
Donate plastic eggs and or toys and candy to fill eggs.
Non-candy food items such as fruit snacks would also be appreciated.
Please bring on or before April 14.
Help fill eggs (April 15-18).
Help hide and scatter eggs Easter morning.
Help keep an eye on the kids during the hunt.
Help supervise kids during Sunday School.

If you would like to help out or if you have any questions,
please contact Sarah Harvey.
Pancake Stand on March 5th
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Easter is coming April 21st
HERE ARE SOME EASTER EVENTS AND
OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN.
Easter Sunrise Service - 6:30am
Spreckels Organ Pavilion, Balboa Park
Host Church: La Jolla Presbyterian Church
Help Make Our Flower Cross Beautiful.
Bring a flower or flowers from your garden to
be placed on the cross. Bring them to Room 1
on Easter Sunday no later than 8:00am.
Easter Morning
Pancake Breakfast
8:00am - Faith Family Center
$4 per person
$10 per immediate family
Kids Easter Egg Hunt
8:45am - The Lawn

Easter Sunday Celebration - 9:30am
here at Faith Presbyterian Church

Update on Lauren Haneke-Hopps
she grew up in our church

Lauren is a Junior at the University of Alabama with a major in
Sports Physiology. She plays on the University’s wheelchair tennis
team and is currently ranked 6th in the United States in women’s
open division wheelchair tennis. She just received a Heroes of Sport
grant from the Challenged Athletes Foundation.
Scholastically, she made the President’s List this past semester.
Lauren gave this word of encouragement to those in attendance at the National Girls and Women in
Sports Day. “Here’s to all the girls out there defying the odds and achieving the extraordinary, simply
through a love for sports! I have been so extremely blessed and fortunate to have had so many amazing
opportunities in the sport of wheelchair tennis! This sport has done more for my life that I could have
ever imagined. So thankful for the community it has brought me to, and I am so thankful for those that
have made a lasting impact on my life and continue to inspire me every day.”
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FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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2.50% apy**
25-MONTH FIXED RATE TERM
NOTE

Easter Sunrise Service
In Balboa Park at the Spreckels Organ Pavilion
Sunday, April 21, 2019
6:30 - 7:30AM

Message

Rev. Paul Cunningham
La Jolla Presbyterian Churh

Music

La Jolla Presbyterian Chancel Choir
La Jolla Brass - Spreckels Organ
All Welcome - Free Parking

For Information call: (858) 454-7324
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Gary J. Ziccardi
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Children, Youth and Family: Sarah Harvey
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

APR

18

Matthew 7:7

