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From Pastor Sam
The Word of Life

Grace and peace, 

Sam

From Luke 1  (NRSV)

   Plastic nativity scenes. “O Come, O Come, Em-
manuel.” Advent wreaths. Concerts. Christmas 
trees. Hot chocolate. “Silent Night.” I confessed to 
a preachers’ group a few weeks ago, “I love Decem-
ber.” And, all the familiarity may cause us, mistak-
enly, to feel that we know the season of Advent bet-
ter than the backs of our hands. We know the songs 
and the decorations. But there may be a new word 
for us to hear if only we are ready. 
   The American poet, Mary Oliver, asserted, “At-
tention is the beginning of devotion.” How well are 
we paying attention during December? The distrac-
tions, of course, are myriad. 
   During Advent, we do not merely pretend and re-
enact our surprise and joy at the birth of Jesus on 
Christmas day. Rather, we recalibrate our hearts and 
minds to the hope, peace, joy, and love of God. We 
need this season, and we need it again each year. 
Before we are able to see and hear Jesus fully, we 
must ask ourselves, what is the hope, peace, joy, and 
love of God? 
   The prophet Isaiah reminds us through the years, 
as he exclaims, “The spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent 
me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up 

the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the prisoners; to pro-
claim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day 
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who 
mourn,” (Isaiah 61:1-2).
   Much like the season of Lent, Advent serves 
as a period of preparation and anticipation. 
What has become one of my favorite Advent 
hymns, “Canticle of the Turning,” invites us 
to sing, “My heart shall sing of the day you 
bring. Let the fires of your justice burn. Wipe 
away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the 
world is about to turn.” 
   This hymn is modeled after Mary’s song at 
her meeting with her relative Elizabeth (Luke 
1:46-55). If taken seriously, there are few more 
radical texts in all of the Bible. Take for in-
stance, “My soul magnifies the Lord…the 
Lord has brought down the powerful from their 
thrones, and lifted up the lowly…”
   The Old Testament scholar, Walter Brugge-
menn, observes, “Jesus lives the song that his 
mother sang.” The whole gospel story may 
very well be heard in Mary’s lyrics. 
   Therefore, the history of the world turns, 
almost unbelievably, on the simple birth of a 
child born in poverty because he will challenge 
the exploitative establishment and will speak 
for the voiceless. He will put his life on the 
line, and indeed, will give his life. This is what 
the love of God looks like in public.    
   During Advent, we prepare our hearts to be 
challenged and to be renewed by the living 
Word in our midst. 
   May the Word of Life speak afresh to us this 
Advent.

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior...

He has filled the hungry with good 
things, and sent the rich away emp-
ty. He has helped his servant Israel,

    in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to 
our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 

descendants forever.”
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Hello FPC Families,

In October we offered our first Volunteer 
Orientation for parents and grandparents 
who want to volunteer at the preschool.  It 
was a great success as we had over 25 pre-
school family members attend.  Volunteers 
were educated on appropriate interactions 
with children, as well as positive guidance 
techniques.  We use our volunteers in a 
variety of ways to support our program: 
gardening, reading stories, and cooking 
projects.  
In November the preschool will celebrate 
our first “Friendship Feast”.  The Friendship 
Feast is a social gathering with food, cel-
ebrating friendships, family and gratitude.  
Families will be bringing food to share in 
the spirit of Thanksgiving.  Each classroom 
will have their own celebration with their 
families.

Last week one of our student teachers pre-
pared a wonderful outdoor art experience 
for the children.  She mixed water with flo-
rescent chalk to create a paint-like mixture.  
The children loved painting the sidewalk with 
the bright colors.  The colorful display was a 
big attraction for the children and adults.
Thankfulness is always a big part of Novem-
ber and at the preschool, we are thankful for 
our supportive parent community.  Their con-
tributions through volunteering enhance the 
quality of our program.  
Have a Happy Thanksgiving.

Best regards,

Nancy McGeath
Director
College Park Preschool
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Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings
Living Room Cafe
7:30am - 8:30am
Pray
Eat
Fellowship

Bible Study
Wednesday Mornings
FPC, Room #2
10:30am - 11:30am
Study the Bible

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month
No meeting in December
FPC, Library
6:30pm
Study the Bible

Women’s Circle
Second Thursday of the Month
December 12th
FPC, Room #3
10:30am

Some of our

      F
ellowship Groups Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday
No meeting in December
FPC, Library
7:00pm
Study the Bible

MORE WORDS OF WISDOM FROM THE DESK  OF THE FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
FACILITIES & MAINTENANCE / CUSTODIAL DEPARTMENTS

Thank you for your cooperaTion regarding This maTTer
roger moses / faiTh presbyTerian church / faciliTies & mainTenance

Going Forward - the Faith Presbyterian Church Facilities & Maintenance Department is 
requesting that all future Facility Use Requests be submitted no later than 7 to 10 days prior 
to the requested use date.

1)  Contact Lou (or Sharon Gehl, Facilities Committee Chair Person) to determine if the re-
quested facility is available.

2)  Upon determination of availability of requested facility a Facility Use Request document 
needs to be submitted to the office for approval by either Sharon Gehl and/or Pastor Sam
Codington.
3)  Upon  approval, Lou will be instructed to add the facility use to the calendar.
4)  After approval, the individual is to meet with Roger to ensure that the set-up instructions are 
clear to everyone.

FACILITY USE REQUEST DOCUMENTS

The procedure for submitting Facility Use Requests is as follows:

1)  All facilities that are intended to be used by the the requesting party must be noted on the 
Facility Use Request document.

Please note:

2)  No one other than Lou, Sharon Gehl, and / or Pastor Sam Codington are to place facility use 
requests on the calendar and assume that the requested facility has been approved and reserved.



DATES TO REMEMBER
December 6th  -  All Church Christmas Dinner - 6:00pm - FFC

December 9th  -  Deacons Meeting - 11:00am - Room #2
December 10th & 11th -  Coffee Stand - 7:30am

December 15th  -  Choir Christmas Concert - 7:00pm  
December 18th  -  Advent  Vesper Service - 6:00pm - Sanctuary

December 18th  -  Session Meeting - 7:00pm - Room #2
December 19th  -  Newsletter Deadline

December 24th  -  Office Closes at 12:00noon
December 24th  -  Family Christmas Eve Service - 5:30pm

December 24th  -  Candlelight Christmas Eve Service - 7:30pm
December 25th   -  Christmas - Office Closed

December 31st  -  New Years Eve - Office Closed
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Life
Faith

Family

Sharon Cameron
Flower Ministry

The current
price is $75.00.

Just a reminder
that the cost of the 

floral arrangements 
can be split with

another member.

The Flower
Chart is up

in the Narthex

The Chancel Flowers

Come TRY OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
LED BY PASTOR SAM

10:30am -11:30am in Room 2

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the 
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email 

that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY
Ron Gonzales - 7th

Carla Euliss - 8th

Michael Ballard -10th

Laura Dutton - 12th

Bob Plimpton - 21st

Linda Pain - 22nd

Sarah Harvey - 22nd

Marie Duffield 25th

Ben Holman - 26th

The Flower Chart 
for 2020 is up in 

the Narthex
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All
 Church

   Christmas

    Dinner 

Friday, December 6th

is back

the

Dinner At 6:00pm
After Dinner Music 7:15pm

food - fun - fellowship
 - - - - - $20 - - - - - 

Free Will Offering  -  Reception After The Service
Child Care Available  (Call Church in Advance 619-582-8480)

Faith Presbyterian Church
Sunday, December 15, 2019 - 7:00 p.m.

FEATURING
Faith Sanctuary Choir - Faith HandBell Ensemble - String Ensemble

Martha Lenocker, soprano - Richard Seward, tenor 
and carol singing by you

Director of  Music Ministry/Organist - Joe Rodriguez

Concert of Christmas Music
Celebrating the Birth of Christ

in a mini-concertSan Diego

Harmony Ringers

After Dinner Music

Christmas Eve
Services

Family Service - 5:30pm

Candlelight Service - 7:30pm

Tuesday, December 24th, 2019
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- - - BY KATHY HAYS - - - 

continued on page 8

- - - - - Sue Razzaia - - - - -
     When her dad, Daniel, who worked at Capitol 
Records in LA, brought home a new album for her 
to open and listen to, she put it aside because she’d 
never heard of the group. After about a week, Dad 
asked her if she’d played it yet, and her reply was 
“No, I’ve never heard of them”. But their songs soon 
started getting lots of airplay on the radio and teenag-
ers, including Sue, were certainly paying attention 
then! This was long before the group even made 
its first American television appearance on The Ed 
Sullivan Show. The album she initially had no inter-
est in was “Meet the Beatles” and she to this day 
still takes a lot of ribbing from her family about her 
initial apathy!  When she was sixteen, she won a Pat 
Boone-sponsored contest, which was a free trip to 
Las Vegas to see the Beatles in concert. LA concerts 
the next two years were a must and she’s still a huge 
fan. Whenever Paul McCartney, her favorite Beatle, 
plays a concert in San Diego, you can be sure Sue is 
somewhere in the audience!
     Sue was born and raised in Glendale, CA. Her 
mother Evelyn was from Alabama, the youngest of 
ten children. After Evelyn’s mother passed away, she 
came to Los Angeles and went to work at Columbia 
Records, where Daniel Razzaia was employed at 
the time. Daniel’s parents had come to America via 
Ellis Island from Capistrano, Italy (sister city of our 
Capistrano in CA). 
   Daniel was born in Michigan, but the family later 
moved to Oakland, CA. He played saxophone in high 
school and formed his own band. He was very good 
and was invited to join a European tour with one of 
the big bands in the 20’s, but his mother wouldn’t 
allow it since he was only 18 at the time. He was able 
to remain in the music business with his job at Co-

lumbia Records and later, as an executive with Capi-
tol Records. Sue has an older sister, Diana, thirteen 
years older than her.  In fact, at five, Sue was a flower 
girl at Diana’s wedding! Although her sister wasn’t 
around much after that, Sue gives Diana all the credit 
for making sure they remained close and in touch and 
they are to this day.
     The only rough spot in Sue’s early childhood was 
one she has no memory of.  She was diagnosed at 18 
months with retinoblastoma of her right eye and was 
one of the few infants at that time to survive thanks to 
a new surgical treatment which required removal of 
the cancerous eye. How fortunate she was to have that 
difficult and risky surgery at such a tender age that 
there are no unpleasant memories for her!  It didn’t 
slow her down for long and she had a happy child-
hood.  She learned about Job’s Daughters from her 
cousins and went to her first installation when she was 
ten.  She got to wear a formal for the occasion and 
decided right then and there that she had to be a Job’s 
Daughter! When she was a junior in high school, she 
also wanted to be on the drill team, so she tried out for 
it. When the list came out, she wasn’t on it, so set her 
sights on running for the position of Marshall (one of 
the “line” officers in Job’s Daughters) instead.  She 
was elected to that position but was later told that her 
name had been mistakenly left off of the drill team list 
- so she was now in both organizations.  Job’s Daugh-
ters officers are very committed, so sometimes they 
had to give up performances at sporting events with 
the drill team for their Job’s Daughters functions. Not 
surprisingly, the following year the drill team had a 
new rule – nobody in Job’s Daughters could be on the 
drill team. No worries for Sue, as she was installed as 
Honored Queen (the highest officer position) of Job’s 
Daughters in her senior year. Sue was active in the 
organization from around age thirteen to twenty, so it 
played an important role in her young life.  



December 22nd, 2019
Christmas Joy offering

   Wow, It’s December already. Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn 
our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  
   God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every time and place, but those 
leaders often need to be supported by their communities as well.  The Christmas Joy Of-
fering addresses the support needed by some of our leaders, including supporting leader-
ship development for communities of color, and providing support to Presbyterian church 
workers in their time of need.   By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor God’s gift 
of Jesus Christ by providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of 
need and by building future leaders.  
   The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. 
The offering distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and 
to Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color that provide 
education and leadership development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has 
been a Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years.  Thank you for prayerfully considering 
this Christmas gift to be collected on Dec. 22.
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 SERMONS FOR DECEMBER
December 1st   Pastor Sam  -  Real People, Real Hope                                               Matthew 3:1-12
December 8th    Pastor Sam   -  Real People, Real Peace                                                     Isaiah 11:1-10
December 15th    Pastor Sam  -  Real People, Real Joy                                                       Isaiah 35:1-10
December 22nd  Pastor Sam  -  Real People, Real Love                                               Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
December 24th   Pastor Sam  -  God with Real People  (5:30pm, 7:30pm)                Matthew 1:18-25
December 29th   Guest Preacher

Budget
% of Per Capita Summary

Total Per Capita
$7,209
Total Income as of 08/31/2019
$6,200

86%

Financial Report 10/31/2019
     Envelope Offering for October 2019 was  $26,122.71
     Envelope Offering monthly budget 2019 is  $25,529.83 per month

Peace and Global Witness offering,
we collected $1,550.00 Contributions Information:

   As the end of the year approaches anyone who 
would like to review the status of their 2019 giving 
may contact Beverly Martyn for an update.  The 2020 
envelopes will be renumbered.  They will be available 
by the first Sunday in January.  Please discard any 
unused envelopes from 2019.  Using the envelopes 
for your offering makes the job of the counters and 
recorder easier.  
   Statements of Giving for 2019 will be available by 
the middle of January.

Beverly Martyn     619-582-2186



     Sue got her AA degree at Glendale College, then came to SDSU as a junior and majored in Child Develop-
ment with an emphasis on Education. Her first job came from a posting on the SDSU job board – at Psychology 
Today Magazine, where she served as assistant to the controller. Other jobs at Fotomat and Fedmart followed, 
where she was the secretary to the VP of Real Estate and Construction, and personnel recruiter for the corporate 
office, respectively. After Fedmart went out of business, Sue decided to apply for a position at Sharp Memorial 
Hospital.  She was in the clerical pool for six months, which gave her a chance to work in the different facilities 
in the Sharp system to see where she might want a permanent position.  Sue worked for Sharp for over thirty 
years, fifteen of which were in Administration at Sharp Memorial, where she was Assistant to the COO. She 
retired from Sharp in 2016.
     Anyone who knows Sue at all knows how much she loves animals – especially dogs. “I can’t remember 
when I DIDN’T love dogs!” Her favorite movie when she was little was Lady and the Tramp and she often 
brought stray dogs home. When she was in third grade, there was a dog running loose on the playground at 
school one day and she told the principal it was her dog.  He, of course, called her mom, who stated in no un-
certain terms that no, it was NOT their dog. This is about when Mom and Dad decided it was time to get Sue a 
dog for real! So they went to the Burbank Animal Shelter and picked out a black Dachshund, which she named 
Charcoal, or Charky for short.  They also made frequent visits to the LA Zoo, but for Sue, dogs have always 
been #1. She’s had a variety of dogs over the years and currently has two basset hounds, Jasmine Leigh and 
Willie, whom Kona the cat has tried to teach some manners. It’s no surprise then that in retirement, Sue volun-
teers at the San Diego Humane Society, the San Diego Zoo and Project Wildlife. (Ask her about the time she 
had to transport a skunk from Escondido!)  At church, Sue sings in the choir, serves on Session as chair of the 
Personnel Committee and is a member of the Worship and Arts Committee. It doesn’t look like Sue is showing 
any signs of slowing down since her retirement – wouldn’t you agree? 

People of Faith continued from page 6
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Holiday Mission FairHoliday Mission Fair
a great success

Sales totaled $2,175.00
to be sent to nine different

organizations including: 

Agape House
Alliance for African Assistance

Habitat for Humanity
Military Outreach Ministries

Presbyterian Urban Ministries
South Sudanese-American Presbyterian Church



Poinsettia
Orders
Deadline
Sunday
December 
the 8th
Cost
$12 each
Questions?
See
Jill
Gustafson
Order
Insert in
Sunday 
Bulletin
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--Author unknown

 If our greatest need had been information,
God would have sent us an educator.

If our greatest need had been technology,
God would have sent us a scientist.

If our greatest need had been money,
God would have sent us an economist.
If our greatest need had been pleasure,
God would have sent us an entertainer.
Bur our greatest need was forgiveness,

so God sent us a Saviour.

 God Sent Us
A Saviour
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NEWS
Children -Youth - Family

ministries

SARAH HARVEY finished her work here in the area of ministries with children, youth and 
family. She accepted a position at the Arc of San Diego and started Monday, November 
25th. Upon leaving she said, “I have genuinely enjoyed my time on staff at the church and 
believe the experience has taught me much that will benefit me in future careers and in 
my personal life.” We want to wish her the best as she begins this new chapter. She will 
keep her church membership here at Faith. After worship on Sunday, November 24th, we 
wished her well and celebrated her time with us as a member of the church staff.
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA  92115

(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org

Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn

Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso

Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses

Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT

MONTH 

    DEC
19

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor

jcr14@att.net

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA  92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


