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From Pastor Sam
Joy in All Things

Philippians 1:3-4.

“I thank my God every time I remember 
you,  constantly praying with joy in every 

one of my prayers for all of you.”

   We are all learning to adjust. Being apart is hard 
for manifold reasons. We miss regular social inter-
action. We need our social networks of family and 
friends. We are weary of the isolation. We feel the 
growing weight of uncertainty. So, we busy our-
selves with projects, and we focus our minds and 
adjust our behaviors in ways that are constructive. 
   Amidst all this and more, we are seeking to main-
tain and deepen relationships in new, challenging, 
and creative ways through phone calls, emails, text 
messages, and video conferencing. We are no doubt 
being reminded of just how much we value being 
together. We are deeply social creatures.
   Each Wednesday morning, we share a Bible study 
video, and each Sunday morning, we share a wor-
ship service video. Be sure to tune in and to share 
with friends and family. 
   During the summer months of May through July, 
we will be reading the New Testament book of Phi-
lippians together. It is a short letter with only four 
chapters. I invite you to read it, preferably in one 
sitting. Even try reading it aloud. It was written with 
the assumption that it would be read aloud. When 
you read it, notice themes that emerge to you. 
   One of the most important themes for the book is 

joy. As we notice Paul’s circumstances when 
he was writing this letter, we will surely con-
clude that joy is not a momentary mood of sur-
face level happiness. Circumstances cannot be 
the ground of Paul’s joy. After all, Paul wrote 
this letter while he was in prison. Yet, even 
still, he expressed a depth of joy. Philippians is 
a prayer-filled and joy-filled letter. 
   With the elders on session, I have begun 
reading the book, Between Heaven and Mirth, 
by the Jesuit priest, James Martin. In it, Martin 
observes, “Joy is not simply a fleeting feeling 
or an evanescent emotion; it is a deep-seated 
result of one’s connection to God” (25).
   As we live in a time of uncertainty, when it is 
unclear how and when we may begin to recon-
nect with people we love and begin in-person 
community participation, the letter to the Phi-
lippians becomes all the more appropriate. It 
is an opportunity for us to reflect on what we 
most cherish and on what gives our lives deep 
meaning. 
   You are invited to share with your friends and 
church family what you notice and what espe-
cially speaks to you as you read Philippians. 
Even as we are apart, we can encourage one 
another and share in one another’s joy.

Grace and peace,
Sam

Office phone: 619-582-8480 
Office email: office@fpsd.org

Pastor Sam’s email: scodington@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

Social Media: www.facebook.com/faithchurchsd/

"Be sure to tune in on 
Wednesdays for a Bible study 

video and on Sundays for a 
worship service video. These 
are available on the church 

website and Facebook."
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One Day! by Joe Huffaker

   We have defining events in our lives that change our society; the ones we remember the who, the when, 
and the where very starkly.  JFK.  Challenger.  9-11.  And now COVID-19.  Some of us remember them 
all, others not as many.  The one big difference between those previous and COVID-19 is that for the first 
time, the way in which we process this as a community is different.  We can’t be there for each other in a 
physical, comforting way. 
   To get through this time of isolation, we’ve found other ways to stay busy, focused, and engaged.  Maybe 
our household to-do list is smaller.  Perhaps we’ve taken on new projects or remembered a favorite don’t-
have-time-anymore hobby.  Reading the piles of books that have collected, or just decided we never will 
and put them in the donation box.  And sometimes, we just sit on the couch in our pajamas and stream 
Netflix.  Maybe we order pizza for delivery.  Maybe on some days we feel strong, and fragile on others.
   While we can’t be there for each other in a physical, comforting way, we have reached out to care and 
love in the ways that we can.  By phone, email, video chats like Zoom and FaceTime, and Facebook, to 
name a few.  Afterwards, hopefully, we can feel a renewed connection as we comfort-and are comforted-
by one another.  That we can continue to do this while we’re apart is certainly a bedrock of our shared 
community at Faith Presbyterian.
   We will endure this separation and gather again as community, hoping to be stronger in many ways. 

Salutations to all from Stewardship,

   First and foremost, we hope all are doing well during this period of isolation and want you to know that the 
Faith Presbyterian Church remains vital and engaged even though we are unable to meet in person. Our El-
ders have been reaching out to contact the members of the congregation to keep all informed and to check on 
each other. Pastor Sam continues to develop services and Bible studies to help keep the congregation nurtured 
during this time of worshiping at home. Cara Ann has started online chats and youth services to engage our 
youngest members, and Joe continues to inspire us with music during the worship services. We continue to 
support our neighbors working with Agape House to help feed students in need who have to stay on campus. 
The Church is, as always, engaged helping to feed the body and soul of the faithful.
   As part of this effort, we would like to encourage you to continue to submit your tithes and offerings so 
the work of the Church can continue.  This can be done by mailing a check to the Church Office where Ron 
regularly picks them up and deposits them. In this period, we are already facing challenges due to loss of 
income from the preschool, fees from using our facilities, and from decreases in our parking lot income, but 
we are managing to maintain paying our expenses at present, which is good news.  However, we need your 
support to continue to do so, especially as we are coming up on our normal drop in income as summer arrives. 
We do want you to know that if you have been impacted by the present emergency and need to adjust your 
pledge please let us know and we will. We know that some may not be able to contribute as they have, and 
we understand and will adjust. This is important to us as being able to budget properly becomes even more 
important when times become tough. 
   For those who are able to continue to provide financial support in our execution of the mission of the Church 
in serving God and in being supportive of others, I would like to remind you of one of the special offerings we 
are now collecting. We are presently collecting for the “One Great Hour of Sharing,” which supports efforts 
to relieve hunger through the Presbyterian Hunger Program, promote development through the Presbyterian 
Committee on the Self-Development of People, and assist in areas of disaster. You can support this not by a 
special envelope but by noting in your check on the memo line “One Great Hour” and send it to the church 
office. Ron will make sure it is deposited appropriately.

Thanks for your continued support of Faith and our missions.
Sincerely, Rich Volkert, Chair of Stewardship

StewarDShip Letter



DATES TO REMEMBER

May 17th  -  Session Meeting (ZOOM) - 11:00am 
May 21st  -  Newsletter Deadline

May 24th  -  Adult Education - 11:00am -Postponed
May 31st  -  Pentecost Sunday

NO ACTIVITIES IN PERSON UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
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Life
Faith

Family

Sharon Cameron
Flower Ministry

The current
price is $75.00.
Just a reminder
that the cost of the 
floral arrangements 
can be split with
another member.

The Chancel Flowers

The Flower Chart 
for 2020 is up in 
the Narthex

Come TRY OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
LED BY PASTOR SAM

Tune in on Wednesday Mornings on Our Website

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the 
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email 

that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Virginia Gengor - 2nd 

Irene Elder - 3rd

Kim Stiles - 3rd

Sam Codington - 5th

Judy Kennedy - 5th

Penny Sartori - 6th

Mason Lafferty - 15th

Lola Wilson - 17th

Paula Carmack - 18th

Thank you, church family, for 
the prayers, cards, and good 
thoughts you sent my way 
because of the recent loss 
of my mom.  She lived for 98 
strong good years and is now 
with our Lord.

Thanks again,
Joe Rodriguez



Our First
Coffee Fellowship

with Faith
on ZOOM

started
Sunday, April 26th

at 11:00am

Join Us Next  Week
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 SERMONS FOR MAY
May 3rd        Pastor Sam  -  Joy in  Relationship                                                             Philippians 1:1-11
May 10th      Cara Ann Maeda preaches                                                                     Philippians 1:12-18a 
May 17th      Pastor Sam  -  Joy in Faith                                                                      Philippians 1:18b-26  
May 24th     Pastor Sam  -  Living Faithfully                                                                 Philippians 1:27-30
May 31st       Pastor Sam  -  Emptied for Newness (Pentecost Sunday)                  Philippians 2:1-11

Budget
% of Per Capita Summary

Total Per Capita
$6,875
Total Income as of 03/31/2020
$3,600

52%

Financial Report 03/31/2020
     Envelope Offering for March 2020 was  $40,234.05
     Envelope Offering monthly budget 2020 is  $21,721.00 per month

Please pay your $40.00 per member Per Capita! 

2020 Per Capita Assessment is $6,874.60

Per Capita collected to the end of March 
was $3,600.00!  About 52%

Thank you for sending your pledges and donations by mail!
You make the ministries of the church possible.
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Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings

 Bible Study
Wednesday Mornings

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month

Women’s Circle
     Second Thursday of the Month

Tuesday Eves
Every Other Tuesday

No Meetings of Our Fellowship 
Groups Until Further Notice 

THE DATES:  July  17th - 19th

THE COST:  $190.00

WOMEN’S RETREAT 2020
THIS YEAR’S WOMEN’S RETREAT 

WILL  ONCE AGAIN BE HELD AT THE 
PRINCE OF PEACE ABBEY

MORE DETAILS AS AVAILABLE - CONTACT MARY-MARGARET ALLEN FOR INFO
LEADING US THIS YEAR WILL BE MARY ELVA SMITH

WALKING ON WONDER

Aluminum cans
Plastic bottles
Glass bottles (CRV)
Water jugs

When the church campus re-opens

Bring your empty beverage containers, 
like aluminum cans, plastic and glass 
bottles (CRV), and plastic water jugs to 
the church kitchen and we will recycle 
them.  There is a blue recycling bin in 
the kitchen.

The money goes directly to
the Deacons’ fund.

With the elders on session, I have begun 
reading the book, Between Heaven and 
Mirth, by the Jesuit priest, James Martin. 
His stories will make you smile and laugh. 
He also offers important reminders of joy 
being at the center of our life of faith. You 
may find this book to be a timely reservoir 
of spiritual insight.
       Pastor Sam

Suggested

         Reading



 Here’s our core story:

This is Us
Faith Presbyterian Church gathers in the 
College Area from all across San Diego. We 
desire to embody beloved community. We 
are diverse. We are people of color, white, 
gay, straight, married, single, parents, old, 
young, and with various abilities. We share 
a common life characterized by concern for 
justice, delight in education, and excellence 
in music through all stages of life. We carry 
living traditions with us as we grow in faith, 
with the triune God as our best expression.From
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Dear Faith Family,  I have heard so many people remark how generous our small congre-
gation is with Mission Special Offerings!  We were supposed to collect One Great Hour 
of Sharing on April 5.  That’s the offering that supports  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
Hunger Program and Self Development of People.  It’s not too late to give!  So much easier 
to grab an envelope from a bulletin or pew and drop in the offering plate……but you ( and 
I) can still send a check, marked One Great Hour of Sharing in the memo area. Mail to the 
church  5075 Campanile Drive San Diego, CA  92115. (made out to Faith Pres. Church)

NOW, it is time to prepare for the next Special 
Offering to be collected in May. The Pente-
cost offering supports Children at Risk, Youth, 
Young Adults.  And we can retain 40% of the 
offering for a local recipient.  We are consider-
ing Uplift (Urban People Living in Faith and 
Trust) a non-profit Missional Ministry founded 
in 1987 to serve Inner-city and beyond.  You 
can read more online at Upliftsandiego.org.  
Another idea is Voices for Children which has 
a program called CASA to support Foster kids 
by training Court Appointed Special Advocates. 
You can learn more online about Voices for 
Children.  Please consider these programs and 
feel free to suggest a program you think Faith 
Presbyterian might support with Pentecost 
Offering. Contact Paula at pcarmack@cox.
net with your ideas. We would love to involve 
the congregation.

Thank you all for your prayerful 
consideration of One Great Hour of 
Sharing and Pentecost Special Offer-
ings.  You can learn more about them 
at pcusa.org/special offerings.

I am praying for all of you.  Stay Safe. Stay 
Connected. Stay Well.     Paula Carmack

Our 
Special

Offerings

Our 
Special

Offerings
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“Who have I reached out to today?”

Pentecost
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA  92115

(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org

Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Parish Associate: Cara Ann Maeda
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn

Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso

Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses

Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT

MONTH 

   MAY
21

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor

jcr14@att.net

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA  92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


