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We are so glad that you have decided to take this journey!   

Advent is a season of waiting for the coming of God. With the 

weekly themes of hope, peace, joy, and love, we anticipate and 

attune ourselves to the reign of God embodied in Jesus.  

As I write this introduction for the Advent devotional, I am 

especially mindful of the hardships we have encountered this year. 

We have experienced waves of loss and grief, large and small. 

Many are grieving the loss of life, loss of employment, loss of 

dreams, loss of beloved rhythms, loss of stability, loss of physical 

presence, among so many other losses. Each loss has layers of 

meaning and significance that we carry with us in our bodies. On 

March 8
th

, we did not know that would be the last time we 

gathered in person for worship for some months.  

We have been waiting on edge through expectancy and through 

months of fatigue. We have been waiting for many things, waiting 

for glimpses of normalcy, waiting for a recovery, waiting for 

reunion.   

This has been a year of Advent, and as disconcerting as waiting 

through the dark of uncertainty and anxiety can be, the season of 

Advent brings into focus the presence of Christ among us. Indeed, 

Christ is among us, even and especially through a year such as this.  

And so, I wonder to myself, ―In what ways will Christ be present 

with us during this year of Advent and beyond?‖ 

As you walk day by day through this Advent devotional, I invite 

you to prayerfully notice the glimpses of Christ‘s presence in your 

life and in this world God loves. Look for the characteristics of 

Christ present in the world: compassion, justice, tenderness, 

healing, restoration, and welcome of the least of these. Where we 

see ―the least of these‖ cared for as described in Matthew 25, there 

we see Christ.  

   Blessings on you this Advent season,   

Sam 



 
 

As you go through this devotional… Be open to the Holy Spirit.  

Set some time aside each day.  Make that time a priority or it will 

be eaten up by the many activities calling for our attention.  Be in 

community with others and be willing to share what God is doing 

in your life during this Advent season.    

The structure of this devotional… You will find the daily scripture 

at the top of the page.  After you read the passage, a short 

reflection is offered.  At the end of the devotional is a prayer for 

you.  

Discussion Questions:  These can be found before each Sunday‘s 

devotional and are intended for multigenerational discussions.  We 

encourage you to engage with family and friends throughout the 

week!  

Christmas Joy Offering:  At the beginning of each week, you will 

find a ―Minute for Mission‖.  The weekly stories in this devotional 

will remind us of this very important offering.  

There are so many things constantly trying to grab our attention, 

especially in the Christmas season!  Commit to giving God your 

full attention this season.  Instead of getting stressed, be 

overwhelmed by the unconditional love of God.   

It is our hope and our prayer that we will all discover what God is 

saying to each of us as individuals, yes, but particularly to us as the 

Body of Christ here at Faith Presbyterian Church in San Diego, 

California in 2020 A.D.    May the grace of eternity – born in a 

manger – meet you as never before, and may this Christmas mean 

more to you all for the preparations you make this Advent. 

 

Advent blessings to each of you!  

The elders, deacons, and staff of Faith 

 



 
 

Discussion for All 
 

First Week of Advent ~ Hope 
 

On this first Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of hope.  Jesus 

came into the world fulfilling the hope of God‘s redemptive vision.  

Let us worship God this week in thanksgiving for the hope that has 

come for all people.  

 

Questions to Ponder 

1. What is the difference between hope and want? 

2. Look back on this year, what has given you hope? 

3. Look ahead to this Advent and Christmas season, what are 

you hoping for? 

4. Who could use words of encouragement and hope this 

week?  Give that person a call or send them a little note 

sharing those words.  

 

Christmas Carols: 

 O Holy Night 

 O Come All Ye Faithful 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 

The Ripple Effect  

2015 was supposed to be a big year for Rose Bryant, with positive 

changes for her and her son —and it was! But things did not go 

exactly as expected.  

“A new work opportunity was supposed to open up so many doors 

for me,‖ Rose says, until it was discovered that she‘d never 

finished college and earned the degree required for the new job. 

This forced her to understand that not finishing school was holding 

her back.  

Rose resigned from her retail job 

to become a teacher—a journey 

which started with returning to 

Stillman College, in Tuscaloosa, 

Alabama, where she had 

previously attended, to retrieve 

her old transcript.  

―It was like divine intervention,‖ 

Rose explains. ―When I went by 

the school to pick up my 

transcript, one of my professors recognized me and asked if I was 

coming back. He wrote something on a slip of paper, folded it up, 

and asked me to take it to admissions.‖  

That note pointed to a grant that Bryant could qualify for, that 

would cover two summer classes to get her started. She got A’s in 

both, which boosted her confidence to believe that she could earn 

her degree, but she still had doubts about having enough money to 

continue on. 

But then another pair of wonderful things happened—the first, 

another chance meeting; and the second, a scholarship. Rose ran 

into her high school choir teacher, Mrs. Jocqueline Richardson, 



 
 

now leading the renowned Stillman College Choir, who asked her 

to join.  

―As I started my second semester, I was unsure how I could pay 

for it but then I got a choir scholarship. Everything, again, just fell 

into place. This is where I was meant to be.‖ 

In 2019, Rose graduated with her degree in education. She now 

works as a seventh-grade English and language arts teacher for the 

Dallas Independent School District in Dallas, Texas.  

The Christmas Joy Offering supports Presbyterian-related schools 

and colleges like Stillman equipping communities of color. Rose 

encourages us to support the Offering because it can make such a 

big difference. 

―I don’t think I would be here without the support of Stillman,‖ she 

says. ―The amazing thing is that all of this has had a ripple effect. I 

was able to finish my goal because of the support I received, and I 

know of at least six people who came directly to me about how 

they could do the same, including my younger sister.‖  

The ripple effect that Rose speaks of starts when each of us does 

some small thing, such as giving a gift to the Christmas Joy 

Offering, the power of which grows stronger and stronger as it is 

passed along. Please give generously. When we all do a little, it 

can add up to a lot.   

Let us pray ~ Call us to follow you, Good Shepherd. Bless all of 

your children with the desire and opportunity to achieve their full 

potential. Amen. 

 

Please send your Christmas Joy Offering by Dec. 20, 2020. 

For more info visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy 



 
 

Sunday, November 29, 2020 

Isaiah 64:1-9 

 

Isaiah laments the exile of the Israelites and calls on God to come 

down.   Researching Advent, I read that the Latin Adventus means 

coming.  The exiled are waiting on God.  Isaiah pleads for God to 

do awesome things as he has in the past.   

 

We are in a type of exile, locked down, separated from loved ones 

and family and waiting a lot.  We wait in lines, wait with loved 

ones on hospice, wait for diagnoses, wait for employment 

opportunities.    

 

Minister Ryan Paulson says ―waiting is a human reality but waiting 

on God is an intentional choice.‖ We need to release control. God 

is the Potter and we are the clay.  The power of exile causes people 

to relinquish the things they are holding on to.  

 

Paulson also says there are three postures of the soul during 

Advent.  1) Intentional Waiting/ God‘s fullest presence is 

humanity‘s greatest hope.  2)  Anticipation/ We expect God to 

come in to meet us, to fill us.   3) Posture of Preparation/  Take 

time to think, read scripture, take inventory of our lives. Invite the 

Spirit of God  to work in us and move in us.    Unlike Isaiah‘s 

lament, since Christ has already been born and then redeemed us 

and gifted us with the Holy Spirit, our prayer is of gratitude to God 

for our close relationship.   I pray for peace and health for all our 

Faith family and friends….  and the strength to wait. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Monday, November 30, 2020 

Micah 4:1-5 

 

     Micah, one of the 8
th

-century BC prophets, was a contemporary 

of the prophets Isaiah, Amos and Hosea. They all prophesied 

during a period of unparalleled prosperity in both the Northern 

Hebrew Kingdom, Israel and in the Southern, Judah. Like his 

fellow prophets, Micah was not deceived by the considerable 

power and affluence of his time. Moral and spiritual decay were 

widespread, eroding the foundations of society and Micah 

denounces all of that in the first three chapters of this book.  God 

had sent these prophets to both these kingdoms and they 

pinpointed the sins of the twin nations and urged repentance. 

     In this particular passage, Micah looks ahead to the time when 

the people of God will be redeemed. The phrase ―in the last days‖ 

in verse 1 describes the days when God will reign over His perfect 

Kingdom.  The ―mountain of the Lord‘s house‖ is Mount Zion. 

This will be a time of peace and blessing, a time when war will be 

forever ended and ―They will hammer their swords into 

plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks‖ (verse 3). Micah 

shows us a God who is committed both to the judgment of sin and 

to His covenant obligations. God will judge the sinful society, but 

from the purified remnant God will construct a kingdom that will 

endure, a kingdom made righteous and completely committed to 

the Lord.   

Prayer: 

Dear Heavenly Father,  

     In a day when many revere the wealthy, the powerful and the 

famous, we face the same problems as the people of Micah‟s day. 



 
 

We‟ve become blinded to the destructive forces that threaten our 

personal lives and our entire society. We need to recall the 

message of prophets like Micah that call for repentance, cleansing 

and forgiveness.  Help us to live lives more holy and help us decide 

to be part of God‟s remnant that remains faithful to Him when the 

rest of society has turned away – so “we will follow the Lord our 

God forever and ever”. (verse 5)  Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Tuesday, December 1, 2020 

Micah 4:6-13 

Today‘s scripture passage continues on in Micah 4, describing 

God‘s presence through the push-and-pull of life.  Look back into 

the context of the Jewish people, this passage is describing their 

judgment and exile to Babylon.  But the exile also allowed God to 

rescue and redeem the people which is foretold in this prophecy.  

God‘s heart is focused on the people, bringing them back to be a 

remnant and a strong nation. This rescue, redemption, and 

inclusive remnant is done through God. Then when the people are 

empowered, as we see in the last verse of this passage, God 

continues to be honored through their offerings.   

Taking this passage hundreds of years later we come to the birth of 

Jesus and we continue to see God‘s power and plan come to 

fruition.  It is hard to understand how a baby will be the Messiah 

and yet this child is the one who redeems and rescues all people.  

God‘s heart continues to be focused on the people and now, all 

people through the gift of Jesus Christ.  

Finally, as this passage comes to us today, reading it post-Easter 

and post-Pentecost, we continue to see God‘s inclusivity, 

empowerment, rescue, and redemption.  And our response can be 

to return our honor and offerings back to God.  

Dearest God, you deserve all glory for you rescue us through the 

push-and-pull of life. You redeem circumstances and make all 

things work together for good. You include rather than exclude. 

Help us to recognize your presence and generously return our 

offerings back to you. In Jesus‟ name, amen. 

 

 



 
 

Wednesday, December 2, 2020 

Micah 5:1-5 

      During the holiday season it is nice to be reminded that God 

fulfills his promises. God made a promise to send a savior to the 

Israelites, one that he fulfilled more than 2000 years ago. This 

particular prophetic passage hints at the type of savior that was to 

come: a great shepherd with the strength and majesty of the Lord 

his God. The focus was on a small town, and the savior was to be a 

Shepard-king, a servant leader, Christ our Savior. 

       In this Advent season, we must remember to emulate Christ‘s 

leadership by having a servant‘s heart. We could try to follow the 

Shepard-king by helping someone who is going through a difficult 

time or by providing comfort to those less fortunate. This message 

has never been more important than during this year with the 

pandemic. So many of our brothers and sisters in Christ are lonely 

and frightened. Simple acts of kindness, such as sending a card or 

making a call could be the very thing that brightens one‘s 

Christmas season. 

       Finally, this passage gives us hope by telling us that Christ‘s 

strength will give us peace. As we navigate the uniqueness, stress, 

and uncertainty that this Christmas brings, it is important to realize 

that Christ is the true ―reason for the season.‖  Through him, we 

can find strength and peace during this unusual and stressful time.   

 

Lord God, thank you for keeping your promise by sending Jesus 

Christ to us. Help us to have a servant heart so we can help others. 

In the stressfulness of the season, help us to find peace through 

Christ. In your name, Amen. 

 



 
 

Thursday, December 3, 2020 

Hosea 6:1-6 

This is a prayer that trusts the love of God, and sees His loving 

hand even in correction. Hosea prays with a different heart.  He 

prayed this full of confidence in God‘s love and power to restore.  

In the prayer, there is a shadowy prophecy of Jesus‘ resurrection in 

"that on the third day he will raise us up‖ -  

It wasn‘t that there was no faithfulness among the people of God. 

It‘s just that whatever faithfulness there was quickly dissipated - 

"like the morning dew." 

At this time, God‘s people were still good at bringing sacrifice, but 

they had forsaken mercy and they gave up the knowledge of God 

and truth, God would rather have right hearts, full of truth and 

mercy than sacrifice.  Israel brought animals for sacrifice, but they 

never brought themselves as a living sacrifice.  They missed what 

God really wants: a deep, close relationship with Him. 

 

 

Lord, let us always be mindful of you and your desire for us to 

have that deep, close relationship with you. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Friday, December 4, 2020 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

 

In this Advent season let us recall the words of Jeremiah 

concerning God‘s call.  Jeremiah was called by God in his youth; 

he was a heartbroken prophet who came into ministry at the 

darkest hour for Judah.  God raised him despite all persecution and 

he stood his ground boldly, proclaiming the message of God to a 

tough generation at that time. 

 

When God calls you, you don‘t dictate which time of history God 

must call you into.  Even in the dark times we live in today, God is 

raising up men and women to be the Jeremiahs of our time. 

 

You must do what God has called you to do and not give any 

excuses. 

 

You have nothing to do with being alive today, it is God who 

decided.  We love to live in the nostalgia of the good old days, but 

the problem is we are not there anymore, instead we are living in 

the ‗good days‘ of today.  When God calls you, COVID-19 or not 

God will protect us.  He calls you because He knows that you are 

the one needed to do God‘s work today. 

 

Mighty Father, during Advent let us change our war tools to tools 

of peace by walking in the light of the Lord and preparing our 

hearts for the coming of the Prince of Peace, your Son Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

     Saturday, December 5, 2020 

Ezekiel 36:24-28 

  

This passage is one of hope, a promise of new beginnings.  The 

people of God have been conquered and scattered and are 

demoralized and discouraged.  God promises to bring them 

together again, to put God‘s own spirit within them.  In our time of 

pandemic, separated by at least 6 feet at all times, unable to gather 

for worship and the fellowship that sustains us, we hear God‘s 

promise.  God will hold us in these times and bring us together in 

joy again.      

 

Dear God:  

We praise You for Your promise, we wait in hope for the time when 

we are free from the separations that we are experiencing.  Help 

us to remember that it is Your love that unites us; we can never be 

apart from that love. Help us to carry Your hope to our sisters and 

brothers.   

In Jesus‟ name we pray.  

Amen 

       

 

 

 

 



 
 

Discussion for All 
 

Second Week of Advent ~ Peace 
 

On this second Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of peace.  

Jesus is the longed-for ―Prince of Peace‖ in Isaiah (9:6).  And at 

the end of the Gospel of John, Jesus says, ―Peace I leave with you; 

my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do 

not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.‖ (John 14:27) 

Christ has come into this world to offer a peace that is like nothing 

else.  We can‘t buy it or earn it but we can receive it.  Let us 

worship God for this incredible gift of peace.  

 

Questions to Ponder: 

1. In recent days, how have you experienced the peace of 

God? 

2. In what ways can you bring about peace? In your home? In 

your community? In the world? 

3. Who needs God‘s peace today?  Where does the world 

need more peace?  As 

you think about this, let 

your thoughts be your 

prayer and pray for 

others and specific places 

in the world that 

desperately need peace.  

4. Is there a place in your 

home that could become 

a peaceful space for you?  

If so, create that space 

this week to enjoy during 

Advent and into the new 

year. 

 

Christmas Carols: 

 Silent Night, Holy Night 

 O Little Town of Bethlehem  

 



 
 

Minute for Mission:   

A Life Changed, but Still Fully Lived   

Rev. Dr. Stewart M. Pattison has 

been living with multiple sclerosis 

for years. As his health has 

recently forced him to retire, gifts 

from the Christmas Joy Offering 

have come to have special 

meaning for him. A portion of 

gifts received from Presbyterians 

in congregations like ours go 

toward supporting church leaders 

in their times of critical financial 

need.  

This is something Rev. Pattison 

truly appreciates. Several years 

ago, he received a grant from the Assistance Program of the Board 

of Pensions and the Presbytery of Chicago.   

Rev. Pattison used his grant for the purchase of a specialized 

scooter which he has affectionately nicknamed “Di Blasi‖ in honor 

of the manufacturer.  A scooter seems like a simple thing, but in 

fact it was a game changer.  Di Blasi made it possible for him to 

continue his ministry as the solo pastor of the Community 

Presbyterian Church of Lombard, Illinois, a calling that he 

answered with love for more than 20 years. 

Now that he is fully retired, the Board of Pensions is also 

providing support and assistance as Rev. Pattison navigates the 

Social Security Administration system, which he says can be a 

“very difficult process.‖  

“They tell me what they need, and they just kind of get the job 

done,‖ he explains. “To just know you have someone there to help 

you navigate all the red tape is so helpful.‖ 



 
 

Rev. Pattison offers an important perspective for us to think about 

in dealing with the many challenges of things like the COVID-19 

virus. “For lots of people, the virus was a temporary stay-at-home 

thing,‖ he says. “A disability can also be a stay-at-home thing—

sometimes a permanent stay-at-home thing if you don’t have 

anywhere to turn for help. What the Board of Pensions does is 

really important to me and others like me, so that we can carry on 

even with our disabilities. They’ve helped in ways that have 

opened up my life.‖  

Rev. Pattison wants everyone to know how much it means to have 

the support of Board of Pensions in his life and in the lives of other 

retirees and church leaders who need a helping hand. “I’m grateful 

for those who give to this Offering,‖ he said. 

If Rev. Pattison were with us today, I’m sure he would be nodding 

in agreement when I say that when we all do a little, it adds up to a 

lot.  Please give generously. 

 

Let us pray~   

O God of hope and healing, scoot us into places where our hands 

can help, and we can be places where your healing and your hope 

are shared.  Amen. 

 

Please send your Christmas Joy Offering by Dec. 20, 2020. 

For more info visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy 

 

 

 



 
 

Sunday, December 6, 2020 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

While written during a period of strife as the Kingdom of Israel 

was dealing with the threat of invasion and banishment, Isaiah 

reminds us that we have a redemptive God whose promise is 

forever who seeks to forgive us when we repent and who will 

redeem us back into his grace. As such, these passages of Isaiah 

are often used to indicate the coming of Jesus in the New 

Testament as the fulfillment of God‘s promises and enabling of 

that redemptive path for us. In reading this section of the Bible, I 

am reminded that while our time here on earth is short and we are 

weak compared to God‘s strength and mercy, we are nonetheless 

called upon to do what we can to execute God‘s will and to 

―prepare the way of the Lord‖. As noted by Christ, this is to ―Love 

our neighbor as ourselves‖ which means during this season and 

year round we should work to love without judgment, give without 

expectation, and treat others as we would wish to be treated. So 

often we fall short of these goals.  But we should remember none 

of us are perfect in our views or behavior, and it is only through 

God‘s mercy that we are redeemed.  So we should ensure we are 

merciful in dealing with those with whom we may not agree.   

Prayer: Lord, let us remember that you are the all-powerful and 

all-knowing to whom we owe all. As you have done so many times 

for your people, forgive us of our failings and guide us to live as 

you would desire. Help us to be humble and to use this time of 

challenges from the pandemic as a time to reflect and repent, so 

that we may be worthy of your mercy. In all things, help us to live 

life as you would have us live it and to remember to love our 

neighbors as ourselves even when we may not be in agreement 

with them. Amen. 



 
 

Monday, December 7, 2020 

Isaiah 26:7-15 

 

Isaiah was a prophet to the people of Israel in a time of upheaval 

throughout what is now the Middle East.  Neighboring countries 

were being invaded, Assyrians were threatening Juda in the south, 

and Babylonia would soon attack and take Israelis into exile.  

Isaiah tells his people that if they love God and follow his 

teachings, then the path through those turbulent times would be 

smoother and God would give them peace and prosperity in the 

future. 

This Christmas we also find ourselves living in turbulent times that 

affect the whole world.  We‘re anxious; we have to make daily 

choices about how to find our way through this new world.  

Isaiah‘s admonishment to love God and follow his teachings can 

guide us to make choices that will make our path smoother too and 

that will someday bring us to the end of the pandemic and peace 

and prosperity.  

Christmas reminds us that God loves us and cares for us.  If we put 

our trust in him, he will guide us day by day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Tuesday, December 8, 2020 

Isaiah 4:2-6 

The time is coming when the LORD will make every plant and tree 

in the land grow large and beautiful. All the people of Israel who 

survive will take delight and pride in the crops that the land 

produces. Everyone who is left in Jerusalem, whom God has 

chosen for survival, will be called holy. …..God's glory will cover 

and protect the whole city. His glory will shade the city from the 

heat of the day and make it a place of safety, sheltered from the 

rain and storm. 

Year 2020 has been difficult for the whole world, but God has not 

abandoned us, he is with us.  He will ―cover and protect the whole‖ 

world with his grace and love.  We will be ―sheltered‖ from the ills 

and sadness and soon the world will be safe again.  

As we come to the end of 2020, there is much hope for a bright 

New Year… with God‘s light shining in the darkness.  We rejoice 

in the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ! 

 

Prayer: 

Dear Lord, thank you for all the blessings, graces and for your 

unending love.  Comfort us Lord in the dark hours and shine your 

light upon us. We rejoice in all that you do for us!      

Amen.  

 

 

 



 
 

Wednesday, December 9, 2020 

Psalm 27 

 

God will deliver us in God’s time! 

We have many adversaries in this world who would undo us.  Yet, 

the psalmist tells us we have no need to fear, for God is the 

stronghold of our life.  In God‘s house we find safety; concealment 

from the adversary, sheltered high above the fray. 

 

 

 

 

 

The psalmist says to wait for the Lord; that the Lord will deliver in 

the Lord‘s time this promised salvation. We celebrate this promise 

throughout Advent.  Adventus, the Latin root of advent, has 

meanings of arrival, of ripening, of a glorious entry like a military 

procession.   

We seek the shelter of the Lord in the certain knowledge the Lord 

will deliver us.  In the season of Advent, we see this providence is 

Jesus, the shelter in which deliverance is given. 

 

 

 



 
 

Thursday, December 10, 2020 

Psalm 126 

 

This passage is one of Joy. The Lord restores us in our time of 

need, and we are fortunate to be lifted with him. 

With everything going on this year, it is important to remember 

that the Lord restores us. The promise that Christmas and Advent 

brings is filled with hope and joy. In the midst of a pandemic, 

social unrest and turmoil within our political system, it is easy to 

become frustrated and worn out. It is easy to lose hope. But just as 

the Lord restore the fortunes of Israel in the Psalm, the Lord 

restores and gives us strength. It is believing in the grace that the 

Lord provides that we can find comfort and hope. In this crazy 

advent season, we must sing songs of Joy to the Lord who saves 

and restores us! 

Almighty God, thank you for keeping your promise by sending 

Jesus Christ to restore us. Help us to have patience and faith in 

your plan. In your name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Friday, December 11, 2020 

Habakkuk 3:2-6 

 

Habakkuk lifts up this prayer/song to God on behalf of the people.  

He reminds God that in the past God has delivered God‘s people 

from bondage and oppression. Habakkuk calls upon God‘s mercy 

to deliver the people from their despair and fears. 

Two words came alive for me as I read this passage, revive and 

selah. 

Revive is to make alive, restore life, renew, show us again. Like 

Habakkuk we live in a time of adversity and long for God to 

restore us, renew us, and so we can be about God‘s work. 

Selah is used frequently in the Psalms; Habakkuk is the only other 

place it is found in the Bible. Selah is a sacred pause, a time to let 

God restore and sustain us.  A time to focus on how to be God‘s 

loving people in difficult times. Like Habakkuk we need to take a 

sacred pause so we might be restored and sustained for God‘s work 

in the world today. 

I invite you to find the word or words that come alive for you in 

this passage. Take a sacred pause and let God restore and renew 

you. 

The following prayer was written by Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, 

S.J. (1881-1955). It has become a selah for me. 

Above all, trust in the slow work of God 

We are quite naturally impatient in everything to reach the end 

without delay. 

We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 



 
 

We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown, 

something new. 

 

Yet it is the law of all progress that it is made by passing through 

some stages of instability and that it may take a very long time. 

 

And so I think it is with you; your ideas mature gradually, let them 

grow, let them shape themselves without undue haste.  

Do not try to force them on, as though you could be today what 

time, (that is to say, grace and circumstances acting on your own 

good will) will make you tomorrow. 

 

Only God could say what this new spirit gradually forming within 

you will be.  

Give our Lord the benefit of believing that his hand is leading you, 

and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself in suspense and 

incomplete.   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Saturday, December 12, 2020 

Psalm 126 

This psalm describes the reversals seen through God‘s restorative 

and redemptive power.  Where there was weeping, there can be 

joy; where there were only seeds there is now a full harvest.   

As we prepare for the celebration of Christ‘s birth, we can be 

attentive to the reversals that we may encounter.  This year has 

brought emptiness and weeping for us collectively, worldwide.  

But as we journey towards the simple birth of a child born to 

redeem the world let us collectively start to rejoice.  And we do so 

by seeing all the great things God has done for us (v. 3).   

As we have collectively wept this past year and continue to, let us 

collectively rejoice knowing that Jesus Christ came for all people.   

When we arrive on that glorious Christmas Day, may your mouths 

be filled with laughter, your tongues with shouts of joy, and may 

God restore you.  (v. 1-2) 

 

Redeemer God, you have given us the greatest gift through Jesus 

Christ.  You give us reason to rejoice and you deserve all our 

praise.  Restore us, O God, in ways that only you can.  In Jesus‟ 

name, amen. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Discussion for All 

 

Third Week of Advent ~ Joy 
 

We light the candle of joy on this third Sunday of Advent.  God‘s 

people have been joy-filled and this joy has been their strength 

(Nehemiah 8:10).  In the midst of many different circumstances we 

can choose joy, trusting the words of the angel to the shepherds, ―I 

bring you good news that will cause you great joy for all people.‖ 

(Luke 2:10) A Savior has been born, let us worship and glorify the 

Christ child.  

 

Questions to Ponder: 

1. How does the celebration of Jesus‘ birth bring you joy?   

2. In what ways is the birth of Christ good news to you? 

3. Has joy been difficult to recognize lately?  If so, what are 

some reminders that you can place around your house of 

the joy that is accessible to you through God? 

4. Is there a neighbor that could be reminded of the joy of this 

season?  Be intentional in expressing your joy to this 

neighbor and pray for an opportunity to do so.  

 

 

Christmas Carols: 

 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 The First Noel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Minute for Mission:   
 

A Love Story 

 

Rev. Ken Tracy has spent much of his more than 30 years with the 

PC(USA) helping congregations work through conflict and 

revitalize their membership — a mission grounded in love. Along 

the way, he‘s built a legacy of love and faith with a focus on 

ministry and service within the church. His wife Carol has been by 

his side throughout all these years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send your Christmas Joy Offering by Dec. 20, 2020. 

 

For more info visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy 



 
 

Sunday, December 13, 2020 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

 

This year has been a year filled with many challenges, feelings of 

confusion and fear, and social unrest.  Even with these life 

upheavals many of us have been blessed.  If we are able, we may 

have found a silver lining in more time spend with our household, 

time to reflect on our busy lives and what we want from them, time 

to start new hobbies, bake bread, build pillow forts, or care for 

things that grow.  In these moments we find hope.  We find hope in 

the medical personnel who are working outside of the normal 

limits of a human being.   

Those of us who have been blessed and lucky during these times 

have a responsibility to those who haven‘t.  We can use our plenty 

to fight for others.  We can use our loud voices to stand up against 

oppression, fear, bullying, and panic.  We can look towards things 

that are not right and call them out.  We stand strong for those who 

are aren‘t able to be strong in this moment. We may not be able to 

heal bodies, but we can make sure hope and faith remain strong.  

The Lord brings hope in this Christmas season and we can use that 

hope to help others feel hope as well.  I wish you blessings and 

health during this Christmas season and I hope to be in your 

presence soon.     

Isaiah teaches us that the LORD ―loves justice‖ and desires to 

―bind up the brokenhearted . . . to set the prisoner free,‖ and the 

words of this passage call on us to follow the prophet‘s lead in 

carrying God‘s mission of justice and mercy into our world. Read 

the passage again and prayerfully consider your role in work of 

God‘s mission this season.  



 
 

Monday, December 14, 2020 

Psalm 125 

Psalm 125 is a Song of Ascents; one of the Psalms sung as the 

people of Israel traveled to Jerusalem for one of the major feasts. 

This Psalm reminded them of their relationship with God. The 

Israelites sang that God‘s unwavering love and protection 

surrounded them just as the mountains surrounding Jerusalem 

protected the city. Those who do evil or do not trust in God will be 

banished, but those who trust in God and are righteous will be with 

God for now and forever. 

Psalm 125 is so appropriate to 2020. With a worldwide pandemic, 

a crazy presidential election, protests, riots, wildfires, people losing 

their jobs, and all the other things that people have had to endure 

this year, it is easy to waver and have questions about God. 

However, Psalm 125 tells us that if we trust in the Lord, He will 

surround us and we can endure anything that comes our way. The 

Lord wants us to place all our worries and fears in His hands, to 

trust that He will take care of us. He will surround us with an 

unwavering, unshakeable love, as strong and firm as a mountain, 

which will last forever.  

Psalm 125 ends with the prayer ―Peace be on Israel.‖ Today we 

can pray for Peace on our city, our state, our country, and our 

world. 

A Prayer: 

Gracious God, You know what unprecedented times we are living 

in. Many of us are scared and uncertain of what lies in our future. 

Please help us to remember that, no matter what happens, You are 

with us. You surround us with Your love. All we have to do is ask 

for Your help and place our worries in Your hands. We can endure 

anything if we place our trust in You.   Amen. 



 
 

Tuesday, December 15, 2020 

Psalm 125 

 

How many of you are tired of being quarantined????  I am.  And I 

am lonely, sad, and depressed.  I miss my church family.   This 

Psalm is a song of confidence. 

The first verse says, ―Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount 

Zion, which cannot be shaken but endures forever.‖  If I could only 

have the confidence to have the Faith as strong as a mountain.   I 

work on that every day.  We all need to know that the Lord 

surrounds us every day and protects us.   

 

Lord, 

Please help us have the faith that can move mountains.  Give us the 

strength and love to live in our world of dismay.  Help us reach out 

to those who need help and love.   

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 

Malachi 3:16-4:6 

I love the season of Advent. In contrast to Christmas, which is so 

around us, Advent is a time for waiting and believing that what 

God has promised God will do, even though we have not yet 

experienced it. 

Malachi represents this kind of waiting. By the time of Malachi, 

the Jewish people had been back in their homeland from captivity 

for more than a hundred years, Though the temple had been 

rebuilt, the fervor of those returning Israelites gave way to apathy 

for the things of God, leading to corruption among the priesthood 

and spiritual lethargy among the people. Malachi‘s unique position 

as the final book of the Old Testament offers a glimpse into the 

hearts of Israelites, a nation that had been specially chosen by God 

and inheritors of the rich tradition of the Jewish people. Their 

history alternated between periods of obedience and blessing and 

disobedience and punishment. After Malachi, Israel would wait for 

400+ years before God spoke definitively again through his Son, 

the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Malachi begins with a powerful affirmation which I hope we can 

make our own: ―I have loved you,‖ says the Lord. (Mal. 1:2) 

Using a question and answer method of teaching, Malachi 

addressed many issues in the nation‘s life: carelessness in worship, 

unfaithful priests, marriage and divorce, robbing God of his tithe, 

arrogance. God will come in judgment, like a consuming fire … 

―and he will purify the sons of Levi that they may offer to the Lord 

offerings in righteousness‖ (3:1-3). Chapter 3:16-18 is a beautiful 

conclusion to this struggle between good and evil. Those who 

feared the Lord spoke together of him and a book or remembrance 

was written. ―And they will be mine,‖ says the Lord of hosts, ―and 



 
 

I will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him.‖ 

Chapter 4:1,2 combines the image of the furnace burning the 

wicked like chaff, and, for the righteous, ―the sun of righteousness 

will rise with healing in its wings‖ (vz.2). The book ends with the 

promise that Elijah would come ―before the great and terrible day 

of the Lord‖ to restore the hearts of the fathers and their children. 

Jesus identified this as John the Baptist (Matthew 17:11-13), his 

forerunner. Concerning separating the wheat and the chaff, we are 

reminded of Jesus‘ parable in Matthew 13:24-30 which he 

explained in verses 34-43. ―Therefore, just as the tares are gathered 

up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. … 

Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 

their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.‖ 

There are two minor characters in Luke‘s nativity account which 

movingly exemplify waiting in hope. One is Simeon, a righteous 

man to whom it had been revealed that he would not die before he 

saw the Messiah. When Mary and Joseph brought the 8-day old 

Jesus to the temple, Simeon said: ―Lord, as you promised, you may 

now dismiss your servant in peace, for my eyes have seen your 

salvation.‖ (Luke 2:29,30) The other is the prophet Anna, whom 

Luke describes as ―very old, having lived with her husband seven 

years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was 

eighty-four. She never left the temple worshipped night and day, 

fasting and praying.‖ (vs. 36-38). Talk about waiting! And so, we 

too wait, being faithful (full of faith), trusting God, obeying God, 

and letting our light shine ―as the sun in the kingdom of our 

Father.‖ 

Prayer (from the New Year‘s hymn ―Great God, We Sing That 

Mighty Hand‖ By William Knapp, 1738): 

With grateful hearts the past we own; the future, all to us unknown, 

We to Thy guardian care commit, and peaceful leave before Thy 

feet. 



 
 

Thursday, December 17, 2020 

Psalm 89:1-4 

 

During these uncertain times that we are going through we give 

thanks to our Lord for the many blessings, he has given us. 

The song, ―Great Is Thy Faithfulness‖ stands out to me as a strong 

bond of love and faith that has been established for generations to 

come. 

Let the heavens be filled with joyful songs from our hearts during 

this Advent Season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Friday, December 18, 2020 

Psalm 89:1-4 

 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

Great is Thy faithfulness 

Great is Thy faithfulness 

Morning by morning new mercies I see 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me 

 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 

As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be 

 

As we prepare for the coming of Jesus, we are reminded of the 

Lord‘s steadfast love, and faithfulness.  Through his mercies, he 

will save us and bring us to the heavens, giving us hope.    

His love for us is never ending and eternal! 

 

Prayer: 

Lord, thank you for staying by our side, giving us unfading love, 

hope and mercy faithfully.    We worship and praise you Lord.  

May we find the best way to live our lives to your glory!  In Jesus 

Christ‟s name, we pray.  Amen. 

. 



 
 

Saturday, December 19, 2020 

Psalm 89:1-4 

 

This passage talks of God‘s forever covenant with David and his 

descendants. The author will sing of God‘s steadfast love and 

faithfulness. 

 

We can remember this promise, as shown through Advent and 

Jesus‘ birth, with whatever happens. God is faithful and loves us. 

We therefore need to show our love and faithfulness through our 

belief in Jesus‘ birth.  

 

 

Prayer: 

Dear Lord, help us to be faithful and loving in all we say and do. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Discussion for All 

 

Fourth Week of Advent ~ Love 

 

Today we light the candle of love on the fourth and final Sunday of 

Advent.  Love came on Christmas expressed through a baby.  

Angels announced his birth, a bright star shone in the sky, people 

celebrated his humble and miraculous birth.  God‘s redemptive 

plan, ushered in through Jesus, is offered out of love for all people.  

Let us praise and worship God for this love that is beyond what we 

can ask or imagine.  

 

Questions to Ponder: 

1. How have you experienced God‘s love recently?  This 

Advent season? This year? 

2. As Christmas day draws near, what emotions are you 

experiencing?  How does God‘s love enhance or settle 

those emotions? 

3. What are some ways you can remind yourself that you are 

loved by God?  Find ways to carry out those reminders. 

4. Who in your life could know or be reminded of God‘s 

love?  Take the time this week to let that person know or 

spend time praying for that person.  

 

Christmas Carols: 

 Joy to the World  

 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Minute for Mission:   
 

Living Together as a Community,  

Creating Positive Change in the World  

 

Officially, the Presbyterian Pan American School (PPAS) is a Christian 

international college-preparatory boarding school located in Kingsville, 

Texas, but to Adelite Hategeka it is a second home filled with family 

from around the world. 

―My favorite thing about the school is the people you meet,‖ she says. 

―We rely on each other and learn how to live together as a community. 

The teachers are also great because they are patient. I did not really know 

English when I first went 

there, but with their help, I 

slowly learned.‖ 

Adelite just completed her 

senior year at Pan Am, as it‘s 

affectionately called. She 

was born in Kigali, Rwanda, 

and moved with her family to 

Niger when she was just 

seven years old after her 

father got a new job. In her four years at Pan Am, she‘s taken on some 

important roles—as Campus Ministry president and as leader of the 

Random Acts of Kindness Program. 

“As the Campus Ministry president, I prepare the programs of our 

Tuesday and Thursday gatherings as well as the Sunday worships,‖ she 

explains. “I also organize meetings with the Campus Ministry council 

where we discuss any issues that can be resolved and come up with 

fundraising ideas and new ways to help the community.‖ 

Campus Ministry started the Random Acts of Kindness program, which 

consisted of writing nice notes to other students as well as faculty and 

staff—making sure everyone got them.  



 
 

“I know from personal experience that words are powerful,‖ says 

Adelite. “Receiving a simple note can change your day. It shows you that 

there is someone else who cares for you. It was the perfect opportunity to 

use words for a good cause rather than harm.‖ 

According to Pan Am‘s website, ―graduates go on to lives and 

professions that bring positive changes to the world by upholding the 

Christian ideals of love, service and community.‖ That is exactly what 

Adelite hopes to do, thanks to the scholarship she received, supported by 

Christmas Joy Offering gifts. 

Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we connect with the young people 

attending Stillman College, Presbyterian Pan American School, and the 

Menaul School, supporting education and leadership development for 

students of color, who will soon be leaders in our church and in the 

world.  We also support church workers and their families who 

experience critical financial needs through help from the Assistance 

Program of the Board of Pensions. 

Please give generously, for when we all do a little—together—it adds up 

to a lot. 

 

 

Let us pray ~  

Lead us in the path of your transformation, O God.  By the gifts you give 

and the gifts we share, point us to your perfect gift in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Christmas Joy Special Offerings – The Perfect Gift 

December 20, 2020 

Being Together 

―Many hands make light work.‖ 

―Teamwork makes the dream work.‖ 

―If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.‖ 

There are lots of ways to say it — but working together really does make 

bigger and better things possible.  And, lots of times, working together 

makes it more fun, too.  In fact, there are times made better just by our 

ability to be together, to be with one another. 

That is something that really rings true, doesn‘t it?  Being together. 

During these past months, many of us weren‘t able to be together in 

person.  We have always been together in spirit, and in faith.  But we 

missed seeing each other.  We 

missed seeing faces we love — up 

close and personal.  But that 

doesn‘t mean we haven’t been 

together.  And we definitely have 

not been alone. 

There is a word that comes up a 

lot during this season we call 

Advent in the Church, and it 

points to the same sentiment, but 

about God: ―Emmanuel.‖ 

Emmanuel means ―God is with 

us,‖ and, in Jesus, we Christians 

claim that God took on human 

form to be with us.  " God is with 

us‖ is more than just saying God 

is along for the ride. It states God 

values togetherness and 



 
 

relationship with us, leading us to value togetherness and relationship 

with one another.  When we are all together as we are today — and even 

when we are apart. 

The Christmas Joy Offering is one way we join together as Presbyterians 

from around the country.  We do this to meet the needs of vulnerable 

people we might not be able to meet as individuals or as single 

congregations.  We might not be able to meet face to face with those who 

need the support that our gifts provide, but we are very much still 

together.   

The gifts we share connect us.  They also change lives.  Through the 

Christmas Joy Offering, we support church workers and their families 

who experience critical financial needs through help from the Assistance 

Program of the Board of Pensions.  We connect with the young people 

attending Stillman College, Presbyterian Pan American School, and the 

Menaul School, supporting the education and leadership development for 

students of color, who will soon be leaders in our Church and in the 

world.  

―God is with us.‖ all the time. During this season of Advent, as we 

approach Christmas, I can‘t think of a more perfect gift than that.  Thank 

you for sharing those lessons and those truths, through your gift to the 

Christmas Joy Offering.  

Please give generously, for ―if we all do a little — together — it adds up 

to a lot.‖ 

Let us pray~ 

God, we are your Church, together. Because of your son Jesus, we are 

brought together to serve those who lead your Church but find 

themselves in need. And we are brought together with students at 

Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of 

color, who have the potential to lead your church and world in the future. 

In the name of the Christ, Emmanuel we pray, Amen.  

Please send your Christmas Joy Offering to Faith Presbyterian 

Church, 5075 Campanile Dr, San Diego, CA 92115. 



 
 

Sunday, December 20, 2020 

Luke 1:26-38 

After considering this pericope describing the Annunciation, and 

the previous one about Zechariah‘s pending fatherhood, the notion 

of contrast dominates. Both Zechariah and Mary are disturbed by 

their respective angelic visitation. However, Zechariah‘s reaction 

and response differ sharply from those of Mary. He seems elderly, 

knowing, dubious and incredulous, while Mary is young, puzzled, 

humble and obedient.  

Jewish history is full of stories of elderly women who, though 

beyond their child bearing years, nonetheless bear a son who play 

defining roles in the formation and history of the Jews. These 

include Sarah – mother of Isaac; Rebekah – mother of Jacob; 

Rachel – mother of Ruben, Levi and others; Hannah – mother of 

Samuel; and Elizabeth – mother of John the Baptist. By contrast, 

Mary is young and betrothed to Joseph. Instead of expressing 

disbelief as Zechariah does, Mary ponders the greeting and is 

puzzled by it. She is curious and wants to know how she could be 

pregnant since she is a virgin. She remains humble and willingly 

accepts her role as God‘s Maid Servant. 

Her humility, obedience, and acceptance model what we can 

become as followers of her son, whose birth we commemorate at 

Christmas. As a model, she transcends time and gender, being 

suitable for men as well as women for all ages. 

Prayer: 

Jesus, your mother is an inspiration to us all. Even before you 

were born, she accepted her role as a maid servant. Help us to 

follow her example. Teach us humility so that we may grow into 

servants of God through Jesus, her son and our Lord. Amen. 



 
 

Monday, December 21, 2020 

Luke 1:46-55 

 

This reading, known sometimes as Mary‘s Song of Praise, is a 

triumphant song of acclamation and the joy of things to come 

through her son Jesus. Mary sees a world where God, through 

Jesus, lives the promise of reversal and renewal. Mary appreciates 

that Jesus is the fulfillment of God's covenant with Abraham and is 

honored and humbled to know that God is working through her to 

realize that promise. Mary reminds us not only to be open to the 

ways God will work through us, but also to recognize the pure joy 

that can accompany that work. Mary simultaneously rejoices in the 

works of God and that God chose her to carry out a part of those 

works. So while we continue through this Advent Season fraught 

with its unique challenges, keep this Song of Praise in your heart.  

As we face this universal adversity there will be constant 

opportunities to live out God‘s promise through service to the 

lonely or the hungry or the scared. And hopefully, like Mary, you 

will be able to appreciate the full wonder and blessing that is God 

working through you. Have a song in your heart and rejoice in the 

power of God to lift up those who are brought down in this world. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Tuesday, December 22, 2020 

Luke 1:46-55 

….Because He has regarded the lowliness of His handmaid; 
For behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed; 

Because He who is mighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is His name; 

And His mercy is from generation to generation 
on those who fear Him. 

He has shown might with His arm, 
He has scattered the proud in the conceit of their heart. 

He has put down the mighty from their thrones, 
and has exalted the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich He has sent away empty…. 

 
Blessed is she that believed, as Mary found out that she‘s going to 

bear the son of God, she rejoices and took the news to Elizabeth, 

her cousin.  Mary will be bringing our Savior, the Son of God, 

Jesus Christ into the world.  She totally trusted and submitted to 

God‘s will.   Total trust and submission to the will of the Lord is 

the highest virtue.    

In her prayer, Mary felt blessed to be the chosen one, to be the one 

to be favored, a humble person, but lifted to the highest honor on 

earth being the mother of God‘s son.  Indeed the Lord does not 

look at the stature of a person but 

look directly into the heart.   

There is what we call a divine 

justice, a universal truth.  God 

wants His children to be like him in 

love, goodness and in deeds, but we 

can never be truly like Him.  God 

will comfort the oppressed and 

poor, but not the proud, God will 



 
 

lift the humble but not the boastful...  God will favor those who 

follow and trust him. Our Lord will lift the lowly and bring them to 

a place of honor. 

God is always a step ahead from each one of us in thinking and in 

deeds.  God is Omnipresent and Omnipotent.  We can never fully 

discern the depth of God‘s plan.  All we are assured of is that the 

Good Lord is working 24/7 for the betterment of humanity.  May 

the will of God be done unto us. 

Prayer: 

Dear Lord, 

This year has been a very trying time for all of us, dealing with a 

virus that is mutating fast and infecting millions of people.    You 

are our hope Lord in helping the doctors to find a cure. Unite the 

world in finding a solution to stop the spread of this deadly virus.  

Not only we are battling a deadly virus, we are also battling 

racism.   It seems as though we will not see the end of racism in the 

near future.   Please take away our ignorance and help us 

understand that differences are part of your creation, that we are 

created equally in your eyes. The world seems to lose contact with 

You, Lord.  Please do not let the next generation forget You.  Keep 

them close to your heart.    

Fill our spirit with your joy, hope, love and peace.   The coming of 

your Son, Jesus Christ delights us and gives us so much to thank 

for!  We rejoice in the birth of our Savior, most Holy and Almighty.  

Amen. 

 

 



 
 

Wednesday, December 23, 2020 

The Song of Mary (The Magnificat) 

Luke 1:46-55 

Taken from D. L. Mayfield , Dec. 20, 2018 

Most of us know the first part of the song of Mary - ―My 

soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my savior.‖ 

Same for the next few lines about Mary being overwhelmed at the 

goodness of God looking upon a humble girl, that God is mighty 

and has done great things, that he is holy and will bless those who 

fear him. But then comes this: 

―He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has 

scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.  He has 

brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the 

humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the 

rich away empty.‖ 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German pastor and theologian who 

was executed by the Nazis, called the Magnificat ―the most 

passionate, the wildest, one might even say the most revolutionary 

hymn ever sung.‖ 

Perhaps this portion of the song doesn‘t sound like good 

news if you are well-fed, or rich, or in a position of power and 

might — or if you benefit from systems that oppress. How does the 

Magnificat feel if you aren‘t one of the lowly if you aren‘t as 

vulnerable and humble as Mary? 

It might not feel like good news to me, exactly, as someone 

who is neither hungry nor poor. But Mary and her song are good 

news for my neighbors, both locally and globally, who continue to 

be crushed under a world that thrives on exploitation and injustice. 



 
 

And as someone who is trying to take the Bible seriously, I know 

that loving my neighbor is the No. 1 way I can love God in our 

world.      (Taken from D. L. Mayfield, Dec. 20, 2018) 

 

Prayer: 

   Almighty God, help us to remember what you have shown us 

what is good and help us to do what you have required us to do, to 

act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with you. 

We ask this of you in the name of Jesus.  Amen.    (taken from 

Micah 6:8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Thursday, December 24, 2020 

Christmas Eve 

Luke 2:1-14 

 

“The angel said to them [the shepherds], „Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
11 

Today 

in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 
12 

This will be a sign to you: You will find a 

baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.‟” (Luke 2:10) 

In this heavenly announcement, what words are important to you?  

Underline it or circle it, then hold on to those words as you walk 

through today. 

The words of the angel are a simple reminder on this Christmas 

Eve.  A baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger has come to 

save the world for all time.  And that is the good news that will 

cause great joy for all people.  A simple birthplace, an 

announcement to the lowly of society, and a heavenly chorus 

ushers in the good news of Jesus.  Today we have the opportunity 

to join the angelic chorus in singing praises to God as we come 

closer to Christmas day.   

Glory to God in the highest heaven! 

Glorious God, you are worthy of all praise! Your gift of love 

expressed through Jesus is more than enough for us and yet you 

bless us abundantly more. Thank you. Help us to recognize your 

presence as we celebrate the birth of Christ. In Jesus‟ name, amen. 

 

 



 
 

Wednesday, December 25, 2019 

Christmas Day 

Luke 2:15-20 

In our twenty-four-hour news cycle, we rarely encounter reports of 

good news. The glimpse of news we see in this passage from the 

Gospel of Luke reveals what kind of news counts as good news.  
 

Shepherds in Bethlehem witness a baby born into poverty on the 

edges of social interest, whose parents have been apparently tossed 

about by broad-ranging political currents. This, believe it or not, is 

the beginning of good, though perhaps not sensationalist, news.  
 

In the Old Testament book of Isaiah, we hear the words, ―The 

spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 

me; God has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind 

up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 

release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord‘s favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn‖ 

(Isaiah 61:1-2).  
 

These words in Isaiah offer something like a blueprint of Jesus‘ 

life and ministry, and as the shepherds witness his humble 

beginnings in Bethlehem, Jesus comes as one poor to announce 

good news to the poor.  
 

Jesus does not come to consolidate and wield power. Rather, he 

comes in vulnerability and tenderness to announce good news to 

those who haven‘t the strength to even hope for good news, to bind 

up the broken hearted and to give voice to the voiceless.  
 

Jesus invites us to do the same. This is the way in which God 

desires to heal the world.  
 

On this Christmas, may God give us eyes and hearts to be attuned 

to the coming of good news in humble places.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish you a blessed, healthy, joyful Christmas 

filled with peace, hope and love. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

December 20, 2020 at 3:00pm 

In the Parking Lot 
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